Journal of Educational Planning Studies, Viwmero,lssuse2o, Auwtuwmn and winter of 1401

Ahmad Keykha

Ph.D. student of Economics and Finance
Management of Higher Education, Department
of Educational Administration and Planning,
aculty of Psychology and Education, University
of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
ahmadkeykha@ut.ac.ir,

KEY WORD

.
Higher education, internationalization,

university, world-class university,
world-class university

ABSTRACT

|
The purpose of this study is to identify the components of a world-class university

. This qualitative research has been compiled using a Meta Synthesis strategy.
Therefore, searching for the keyword of world-class university in the period
(1382-1397) (2000-2019), related articles from databases: Magiran; SID; Ensani;
Noormagz; science Direct; Google Scholar; Eric, and Sage were extracted. Out of
a total of 55 articles, 31 articles made it to the final analysis. Findings of the study
included 10 primary pre-organizer themes, which were classified into 28
secondary pre-organizer themes. These topics include; Academic (international
curriculum, international curriculum, international mission research, enhancing
international research capacities), good governance (rules and regulations,
efficient general management, modern management in higher education),
academic entrepreneurship (industrial Institutionalization, Continuous interaction
with industry), Academic self-management (International Leadership at the
University, Talent Management, Quality Assurance, Collaboration in University
Decisions, University Social Responsibility), Academic Finance Development
(External and intra-university finance), Competitiveness (Competitive Creating,
Performance-Based Competition), Capacity Development Soft (international
university culture, Cultural acceptance), hard capacity development (hard
infrastructure development, smart infrastructure development), human capital
development (faculty member human capital development, student human capital
development, staff human capital development) and international strategies
development (recognition International, international exchanges, international
events). The results of this study show that given the changes in the structure of
university systems along with global waves to intensify global convergence, move
towards creating a world-class university to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of university systems, especially for developing countries in global
and competitive conditions. Today is inevitable. The themes obtained from this
study can be considered as a policy and planning roadmap to achieve this
importance
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction: In recent decades, the role of higher education systems in the development of the knowledge-based
economy of societies has been rapidly evolving (Olssen & Peters, 2005; Dale, 2005; Blanco Ramirez, 2017). That is
why today, we are facing a change in higher education systems in the world (Bryman, 2007; Bush, 2017). Accordingly,
establishing and changing the model of universities to world-class universities is to compete in the knowledge-based
economy and to nurture a productive workforce to promote comprehensive national development. In addition, the
intensification of global competition has created a world-class academic idea (Bellon, 2005). But as the wave of
globalization spreads, all countries, whether they like it or not, are affected. In such an environment, the construction
and payment of a world-class university have become a key issue in academic systems. Accordingly, the World Class
University (WCU) establishment has become a global trend in developed and developing countries since the mid-1990s.
As mentioned earlier, this phenomenon is tied to the emergence of a knowledge-based economy. Therefore, many
countries, especially developing countries, have been pursuing a world-class university implementation policy for many
years (Byun et al., 2013) in Iran as well, although in the upstream documents in cases 18 and 20 (paragraphs i and 3) of
the Fifth Plan Law. Iran's development has been mentioned as important (Institution of the Presidency of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, 2010). But to date, we have not witnessed a significant policy and performance in implementing world-
class universities in the country. Most of the world-class university discourse remains at the document level. There is no
determination to move in this direction despite the chaotic and competitive situation of the world today. Considering the
university's role as the engine of all-around growth of the country, the survival of academic and global developments,
while the country lags behind the plans and perspectives drawn in the future, will also cause the university system to
malfunction. Therefore, in the current situation, we need more than ever to rethink, redefine and reorganize the structures
of the higher education system by regional, national and global conditions. Accordingly, conducting a study with a Meta
Synthesis strategy in the field of world-class universities can be very efficient and effective in the world-class university
research literature. This is because the Meta Synthesis strategy compiles, integrates, and interprets the findings of studies
conducted in this field through a more systematic approach to producing more comprehensive findings in a particular
subject area

Methods: The present qualitative research Has been compiled specifically using the seven-step strategy of Sandelowski
and Barroso (2006) using the Meta Synthesis strategy. This method is used to gain a deeper understanding of a particular
field of study. Therefore, study findings are collected in a specific area. Then, by combining and synthesizing the
findings, a critical evaluation and review are performed (Xie et al., 2020). Therefore, in the first stage, the research
guestion was stated. In the second stage, a systematic review of the texts was performed. Therefore, exploration and
search for articles in the period (1382-1397) (2000-2019) related articles from databases: Magiran; SID; Ensani;
Noormagz; science Direct; Google Scholar; Eric and Sage were extracted. With the keyword: World Class University
was done. In the third step, search and select the appropriate articles. At this point, 55 articles were found in the initial
search. After reviewing and reading the articles, a total of 31 articles were selected for content analysis. The fourth step
was to extract the article information in which the information of the selected articles was summarized, and their key
concepts were extracted. The fifth step was the analysis and composition of the findings. Therefore, scientific works and
texts were analyzed using the content analysis method, which can be considered the most well-known Meta Synthesis
technique. In this regard, the theme network systematizes the following themes based on a specific procedure; 1) Basic
themes (codes and key points in the text); 2) Organizing themes (categories obtained from combining and summarizing
basic themes); 3) Comprehensive themes (excellent themes containing the principles governing the text as a whole). The
sixth stage is quality control, and the seventh stage is the presentation of findings

Results: Findings of the study included 10 primary pre-organizer themes, which were classified into 28 secondary pre-organizer
themes. These topics include; Academic (international curriculum, international curriculum, international mission research,
enhancing international research capacities), good governance (rules and regulations, efficient general management,
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modern management in higher education), academic entrepreneurship (industrial Institutionalization, Continuous
interaction with industry), Academic self-management (International Leadership at the University, Talent Management,
Quality Assurance, Collaboration in University Decisions, University Social Responsibility), Academic Finance
Development (External and intra-university finance), Competitiveness (Competitive Creating, Performance-Based
Competition), Capacity Development Soft (international university culture, Cultural acceptance), hard capacity
development (hard infrastructure development, smart infrastructure development), human capital development (faculty
member human capital development, student human capital development, staff human capital development) and
international strategies development (recognition International, international exchanges, international events). The
classification of early pre-organizing themes indicates the diversity of the basic components of this academic paradigm.
By analyzing and breaking down these themes into smaller levels and in the form of secondary pre-organizing themes,
it also shows an intertwined set of components at the micro and macro levels. Because academic systems are a social
system that interacts bilaterally with other subsystems. Implementing a world-class university requires re-engineering
all the micro and macro elements of society and the higher education system. Accordingly, access to a world-class
university in the form of a domino and an intertwined ecosystem will be possible.

Conclusion: The results of this study show that given the changes in the structure of university systems along with
global waves to intensify global convergence, move towards creating a world-class university to improve the efficiency
and effectiveness of university systems, especially for developing countries in global and competitive conditions. Today
is inevitable. The themes obtained from this study can be considered as a policy and planning roadmap to achieve this
importance.
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