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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study seeks to challenge many existing studies on ancient Iran in areas such as archeology, history,
culture, and society. It also aims to clarify the paleogeography of ancient Iran based on ancient Iranian
mythological scripts and oral traditions. Many aspects of ancient Iran remain a mystery, including
geography, formation, culture, society, migration patterns, expansion and contraction, and
paleogeographical conditions. These complications are theoretically resolved by analyzing and decoding
the ancient geomyths at hand, especially Zoroastrian and other Iranian religious scripts, as the
only historical documents of the past. The results are then compared with those of
paleogeographical studies.

2. Materials and Methods

To conduct this study, very ancient Iranian stories are investigated. These myths are extracted from the holy
book of the Zoroastrians, Avesta, which belongs to 1000-1500 BC, or other books written 1000 to 2500
years ago, including Shahnameh, an Iranian epic, or past oral traditions. The interpretations made in the
study are often based on a hermeneutical approach to reveal the hidden side of the stories.

3. Results and Discussion

¢ lranian civilization in the last glacial period

Based on stories, the first and the best land created by Ahura Mazda was Iranwich on the bank of the Ditynik
River. Before Satan invaded Ormazd's creation, the world was perpetually in a midday condition. During
Jam'’s reign, there was no death or illness. It was a period of abundance. Then, the vicious Ahriman (Satan)
started his wickedness by creating a dragon in the Dity River. This led to the dominance of winter over the
world, with ten months of winter and two months of summer each year; the weather was cold for the soil
and the trees, both of which were frozen. Before the outset of the cold, Jam was told that a severe cold that
would kill all creatures on the earth was about to come. Ormazd advised Jamshid to construct a castle out
of clay, take along with his seeds, a pair of all animals, fit people, and red fire, and build a shelter for the
cows and the sheep against the cold. Three years of extreme cold with ghastly snowfall and hail pervaded
the earth, destroying all the people and animals. Only those living secretly in 'Var Jamkard' were saved
from this calamity.

e Iron Age: an optimal condition for living in the Iranian societies

According to ancient Iranian myths, devils in ancient Iran stained the bright world and destroyed all
creatures via their magic. There were gods such as Tishtar and Anahita and heroes like Kar$asp and
Fereydun who overcame these devils. After many fights, Tishtar defeated the land devil, Apousheh, setting
free many bodies of water incarcerated by him. After the devil fled that day, clouds appeared from the east
in the evening with thirty days of precipitation. Then, water sank into the ground, forming the big Faraxkard
Sea south of Iranshahr. This story points to the formation of several lakes and the separation of pieces of
land through precipitation.

e Holocene droughts and the shrinkage of Iranian societies

Severe drought and its damage to farming, ranching, migration, and dispersion of the Iranian residents are
reflected in several myths, the most important of which are the myths of Azi Dahak, Morghe Kamak
(Kamak Bird), and Afrasiab. Old Persian texts recount that Azi Dahak killed his father Merdas, who owned
flocks and cattle (signifying good conditions for farming and ranching), and then ascended the throne. From
then on, the world sank into darkness. Based on mythical stories, before the emergence of the dragon,
people were busy farming and ranching and were in rather fair living conditions. Then, after the emergence
of a satanic biting dragon on the earth, societies were destroyed. The interpretation of the mythical
narratives indicates that Iran has at least been twice stricken by drought during the Holocene. In the first
drought, gods such as Anahita and Tishtar, as well as Iranian heroes, defeated the drought devil, which led
to the improvement and development of farming.

e Ancient Iran's culture
According to ancient myths, ancient Iranian societies created and worshipped two big gods, Mehr and
Anahita. They were admired and worshipped for severe cold and severe drought, respectively. In the cold
Quaternary, especially in the last Ice Age, the gods Mehr and Mithraism were formed, and in dry and
drought periods, the god Anahita would rule. According to an Iranian belief, contrary to Ormazd, who was
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of fire, Satan was of cold. In the Zoroastrian hell, the worst kind of torture is the lack of fire and severe
cold. As seen in Shahnameh, after Houshang discovered the fire, he started to worship it. The other strong
god of Iranians was Anahita or Tishtar, who would always fight with different devils, including Apousheh
and AZzi Dahak. The battles between these two formed the most important ancient myths of Iran. Each had
the chance to overcome the other and, occasionally, rule over. That is why Iranians always sacrificed
something for Anahita. The formation of these gods indicates drastic changes in the weather, severe cold,
and drought on the planet at a time when many civilized Iranian societies had formed and developed.

4. Conclusions

Iranian geomithological narratives indicate that Iranian societies are much older than archaeologists have
suggested, dating back to at least 20,000 years ago. According to geomythology, human beings have lived
in most parts of the Iranian plateau since the caves and hunting ages and, during the Holocene dry periods,
migrated to higher latitudes in search of water. Based on the geomythological narratives, the Alborz
Mountains were the center of gravity of the ancient societies of Iran, and its southern slopes were a suitable
habitat for their appearance, settlement, and development. In addition, Geomythological narratives show
that the extreme cold of the Younger Dryas about 13,000 years ago severely afflicted them, shrunk their
communities, and possibly led to underground settlements.
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