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Purpose: This study aims to determine the relationship between the services that
professionals in the market need and the educational program for a bachelor's degree
in architecture.
Methodology: To evaluate the educational program prepared and approved by
Tehran University with common architectural contracts as one of the needs of the
professional practice, the current study employs the qualitative content analysis
approach, concentrating on schematic designs as one of the design phases.
Results: In the matter of how to obtain information, the findings have confirmed that
the educational program of Tehran University includes field visits; design thinking;
Studying in the library or familiarizing students with large-scale or master plans.
However, there is a gap in discussing ideas with the employer. According to the
research findings on the information and tasks needed, one of the program's
shortcomings is that it doesn't give students more practical knowledge to help them
decide if the land in issue is appropriate or unfit. The findings regarding the issue of
how to deliver the necessary documents further supported the notion that one of this
program's weaknesses is its disregard for the student's writing abilities.
Conclusions and recommendations: The educational curriculum for the bachelor's
degree in architecture approved by the University of Tehran is mainly compatible
with the skills needed to execute a schematic design in common architectural
contracts. However, including topics related to information gathering techniques or
report writing in architecture or practical location of users can reduce existing gaps.
Innovation and originality: specifying the strengths and weaknesses of the
architecture education program based on common architectural contracts.
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Extended abstract

Abstract:

Introduction: One of the priorities of educational researchers is the evaluation of educational programs, and their
findings may be taken into account in the continuation, revision, or improvement of future programs. The continuous
master's program in architecture was essentially changed into two separate periods (bachelor's and master's degrees)
with the change in higher education rules (from 1998). The country's universities also offered a Bachelor of
Architecture degree program for almost 20 years before Tehran University, and Ferdowsi University of Mashhad took
over such programs. While examining Tehran University's educational program and comparing it to the requirements
specified in the common architectural contracts, the current article attempted to assess the degree to which this
program complied with the professional practice’s needs.

However, the most crucial skill that undergraduate students should learn during their undergraduate studies is design.
Schematic designs are one of the design phases that must be included in the service description of common contracts,
according to a brief look at the models offered for the design process. This article has focused its research on this
group of architectural designs.

Methods: As previously said, this study aims to determine the relationship between the services that professionals in
the market need and the educational program for a bachelor's degree in architecture. The content analysis method is
utilized to study the primary data because both documents are in text format. Although content analysis is typically
employed in quantitative research, it has also been used extensively in qualitative research. Using a qualitative
approach, the current investigation was conducted .First, the service descriptions of common architectural contracts
were analyzed for content by categorizing their significant issues. These topics are divided into three categories: How
to get the necessary information; Necessary information, and activities; and How to submit the required paperwork.
The approved educational program of Tehran University has then been assessed in light of these subjects to ascertain
the extent to which its aims, headings, and resources are connected to (or unconnected from) these three issues. For
this reason, the relevant statements or phrases from the texts of the educational programs have been taken out and
organized into various tables. The educational program's strengths and weaknesses have been determined by reflecting
on this data, and solutions have then been made to address any gaps in the curriculum.

Results: In the matter of how to obtain information, the findings have confirmed that the educational program of
Tehran University includes field visits; design thinking; Studying in the library or familiarizing students with large-
scale or master plans. However, there is a gap in discussing ideas with the employer. According to the research findings
on the information and tasks needed, one of the program's shortcomings is that it doesn't give students more practical
knowledge to help them decide if the land in issue is appropriate or unfit. The findings regarding the issue of how to
deliver the necessary documents further supported the notion that one of this program's weaknesses is its disregard for
the student's writing abilities.

Conclusion: The findings support that the knowledge and skills needed to execute a schematic design in the form of
common architectural contracts are somewhat compatible with the topics covered in the Tehran University-approved
educational program for the bachelor's degree in architecture. However, including topics related to information
gathering techniques or report writing in architecture or practical location of users can reduce existing gaps.
Additionally, the curriculum should be changed to emphasize teaching writing skills while allowing students to
combine them with drawing abilities.
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