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A Contemplation on the Reinterpretation of the Parthian-Sasanian
Conflict in the Elementary Textbooks of Pahlavi I Era (1925-1941)

Shahnaz Hojati Najafabadi'

Abstract: In the elementary school textbooks published between 1925-1941, a narrative
of the history of the Parthians in Iran has been formulated, which has significant discourse and
ideological aspects. Accordingly, the students were exposed to a newly-crafted narrative of
the ancient history of Iran in which the rise of the Sasanians was like the victory of light over
darkness, and nationalism over xenophilia. In this narrative, not only were the Parthians not
considered as Iranian, but there was also a kind of domination of non-Iranian spirit over the
Iranian identity, which was terminated by the rise of the Sassanids, and thus a period of
national salvation began. The main question of the present research is that which discourse
and ideological contexts influenced the dominant narrative in the mentioned texts and turned
it into an anti-Parthian narrative, and on the contrary, the Sassanians became known as the
saviors of Iran from darkness and ruin? The hypothesis is that ideological requirements,
legitimizing requirements as well as the strengthening of a sense of nationalism among
elementary school children led to the emergence of a narrative, the focus of which was denial,
humiliation and trying to abandon the Parthian heritage.
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List of Sources with English handwriting
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Abdul azimkan, Mirza (1309), the first course of Fariduladab: in selected prose and
poetry for the fourth grade of elementary school, Tehran: Cape akavan-e Ketabchi. [In
Persian|

Abdul azimkan, Mirza (1350), Fariduladab Especially for the fourth grade of primary
school, Tehran: Cape Omid. [In Persian]

Afsar, Keramatullah (Nd), Protection of ancient works in the Pahlavi era, Tehran: [n.p.].
[In Persian]

Bedayatuladab (1338) For first and second grade students, Tehran: [n.p.]. [In Persian]
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Bigdellu,Reza, (2018), the function of the institution of the Museum of Ancient Iran in
the idea of the nation-state of the Pahlavi period, Paziihesha-ye Tariki, Issue42,pp.99-
107. https://doi.org/10.22108/JHR.2019.116596.1697 [In Persian]

Faravasi, All Mohammad (1341), A brief history of Iran: for the third and fourth year of
elementary school, Tehran: Iran Library. [In Persian]

Hamedi, Zahra (2016), the foundations of the ideology of sovereignty and its impact on
texts and teaching materials in the first Pahlavi era, Tehran: Nasre Tarik-e Iran. [In
Persian]

Helving, Barbara and Patricia Rahimipoor (2015), The history of half a century of
presence of German archaeologists in Iran, Translated by Hamid Fahimi, Tehran:
Miize-ye Meli Iran. [In Persian]

Kaliq Razavi, Seyyed Mohsen (Nd), Spelling instructions, for the use of elementary
and high school students, Tehran, Cape Mazaheri. [In Persian]

Karmame-ye Ardesir-e Babakan (1342), by Sadeq Hedayat, Tehran: Amir Kabir. [In
Persian]
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