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ABSTRACT

The new findings of corpus linguistics clearly attest to the uniqueness of some elements of the
spoken grammar of English and their distinction from those of the written variety. Mixing the two
or adopting a hegemonic perspective to the written variety in language education, especially in
the field of materials development, is likely to yield an imbalanced or even distorted view of the
entirety of the language being learned so that it could color the subsequent teaching and
assessment. With this in mind, this investigation has adopted a content analytic procedure and
applied the models proposed by to the dialogs and to
the tasks of the English school textbooks in Iran, namely the Prospect and Vision series to reveal
to what extent, if any, the series have availed themselves of the properties of the spoken grammar
in their student books ,workbooks and teacher guides. The findings revealed that the majority of
the characteristics of the spoken grammar, as used in the textbooks, belong to the fixed lexico-
grammatical elements of Category Il of framework, and that the instances of
Category I, that is, those forms which undergo change as a function of the context in which they
occur, are relatively uncommon. Additionally, the realizations of Category Ill, that is, those
structures which are deemed ungrammatical via adoption of a prescriptive outlook but are still
commonly found in the spoken English, were non-existent in the series. The analysis of the tasks
based on also revealed that only some “global understanding” and very few
instances of “language discussion task” were present and focused on in the materials investigated,
leaving the two other principles unattended. Suggestions are ultimately made as to how to redress
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are alive. Yes?

Mr. Razavi: Right, but the number will
increase. (Vision 1 Student Book, p. 19)
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Reza: Sure! (,%5wl) (Prospect 3, Student
Book, p. 96)
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(Hotel) Receptionist: Thank you. This is your
key. It’s room 213. Hope (,;l¢l &is) you enjoy
your stay in Tehran. (Prospect 3, Student Book,
P. 30)

Student 1: Look, it’s enough. I’m hungry.
How about you ( sss ué Bis)?

Student 2: Me, too. Let’s have some cake and
milk. (Prospect 1, Student Book, p. 42)

dab golas wlig ¥ Jods 1 a5 4sS Lo
J5 poles 4wl i
DS 2 P ) el U gy glaadlie 3y

(b Oladss i (Vohe 4 bgye pidin (63,0 iz

(SAdlwd pod

P ebddie s 0,8 5l oladised oy 40 bl o les
1wl 0del Hgj0 (glaodls

Phanindra: Morteza, (bbl.) tell me about
Isfahan. Where is it?

Morteza: Well, (L 5,5 \8) Isfahan’s ( cauiss
=) an old city in the center of Iran. (Prospect 2,
Student Book, p. 42)

Ali: Welcome to our school. (leses)

Erfan: Thank you. (lsosl) (Prospect 1,
Student Book, p. 10)

Ehsan: | like that. Can you give me some
advice?
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Elham: | just love New Year holidays!
Nasrin: Oh, yes, me too. It’s really great.
(Prospect 3, Student Book, p. 50)
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Emad: | know electricity can be produced
from water and sunlight. How might it be
generated from wind?

Father: Well, a wind turbine works the
opposite of a fan. Instead of using electricity to
make wind, a turbine uses wind to make
electricity. It is a type of clean energy.

Emad: These wind turbines remind me of
what T read about using wind power in Yazd’s
buildings. (Vision 3 Student Book, p. 75)

Nurse: Dr. Gharib was a famous physician.

Sara: Oh, ... can you tell me a little about his
life?

Nurse: Dr. Gharib was born in Tehran in
1288. After receiving his diploma, he went
abroad to study medicine. In 1316 he became a
physician and then came back to his homeland. In
1347 this center was founded by Dr. Gharib and
one of his close friends. (Vision 2 Student Book,
p. 19)
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- It isn’t something serious,.is it?

- | hope not. (Vision 3 Student Book, p. 32)
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