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Evaluation of strategies of increasing so-
cial interaction through the community
places architecture, case study: Tehran
community houses

Abstract

Architects and urban planners have lately shown interest
in increasing social interaction in a neighborhood scale. In
recent years, places called “Community Place” are initial-
ized in Tehran neighborhoods too. A community place is
where community members find the opportunity to devel-
op close-knit relationships and interact with each other. In
architecture, this opportunity can originate from meeting
a mandatory requirement, proceed through community
members’ interaction and develop to social and cultural
bonds between the neighborhood residents. Tthese are
the community members who define the kind and level of
the interaction. This study aimed to identify strategies for
better functioning community places by means of goal-
oriented architecture. Tthrough trips to community places
in three neighborhoods in Tehran as well as observations
and deep interviews with top social-cultural affairs au-
thorities and comments received from local residents,
Community places’ function was evaluated and solution
to improve their function was proposed. It was concluded
that the most efficient strategy is to create a multi-purpose
or multi-functional space in which at least one mandatory
requirement is met.

Keywords: community house, social interaction, rela-
tion, mixed used development
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