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An Investigation of Local Residents’ Attitude to the Policy
of Transformation of Villages to Towns According to
Settlements (case study: Dailaman District, Siahkal Township)

Abstract

There is a bias for transformation of villages to towns in the devel-
oping countries because it is thought that small towns have roles in
the national, regional and local development. This research based
on studying in Dailaman district is going to assess local residents’
attitude to transformation of villages to towns in achievement of the
development. The type of research is applied and its method is de-
scriptive-analytical. Required information was collected through the
library and field studies. The main tool for data collection was a te-
searcher-designed questionnaire. For analyzing the data, descriptive
and inferential statistical methods were used. Although both groups
of respondents comment on the failure of the policy of transforma-
tion of villages to towns, the extent of its effects in the region has
been different according to the settlements. It means the extent of its
effects in the town, is more than the villages. Thus, there is a mean-
ingful difference between two groups’ attitude about the policy of
the transformation of villages to towns in the development accord-
ing to the settlements (villages or towns). The extent of its effects has
been varied in different dimensions. The greatest impact has been
on the social- cultural dimensions and then physical- environmental
dimensions and in the end, economical dimensions.

Keywords: Attitude, Rural Development, Town, Transformation of
Villages to Towns, Dailaman District
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29- Kammeier, H. Detlef (2002), “Rural-
Urban Linkages and the Role of Small and
Medium Sized Towns in Development: Is-
sues, Concepts and Policies”, Workshop on
Poverty Alleviation through Rural-Urban
Linkages: The Role of Small and Medium-
Sized Towns, 16-18 September 2002, Siem-
reap, Cambodia.

30- Tacoli, Cecilia (2006), “Rural-Urban
Linkages Research and Initiative: Lessons
and Key Issues from International Expe-
riences”, in Fostering New development
Pathways: Harnessing Rural-Urban linkag-
es to reduce Poverty and improve Environ-
ment in the Highlands of Ethiopia, Proceed-
ing of a Planning Workshop on Thematic
Research Area of the Global Mountain Pro-
gram (GMP) held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,

August 29-30, PP. 45-55.

An Investigation of Local Residents’ At-
titude to the Policy of Transformation of
Villages to Towns According to Settlements
(case study: Dailaman District, Siahkal
Township)

Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the distinctive aspects of develop-
ment planning policies in most developing
countries is their determine trend of policy
in favor of small and intermediate urban
centers. There is a bias for transformation of
villages to towns in these countries because
it is thought that small towns have roles in
the national, regional and local develop-
ment. For this reason in the 1970s, an idea
was promoted that the cities could effect on
rural development. The beneficial roles of
small towns in regional development should
not be generalized because regional condi-
tions are important in their performance of
roles. In Iran, people’s bias for transforma-
tion of their villages to towns is related to
benefit from the opportunities that many
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cates individual attitudes.

Methodology

The type of the research is applied and its
method is descriptive-analytical. Required
information was collected through the li-
brary and field studies. The main tool for
data collection was a researcher-designed
questionnaire that had been produced ac-
cording to research objectives. The ques-
tionnaire consisted of closed questions and
was composed of two parts. The first part
consisted of questions about respondent’s
individual characteristic such as gender,
age, birthplace, occupation and so on. The
questions of the second part investigated the
respondent’s attitude about the role of the
policy of the transformation of villages to
towns in economic prosperity, improvement
of social and cultural indicators and promot-
ing physical and environmental conditions.
Dailaman district includes 84 villages and
Dailaman town and 3650 households. Based
on Cochran formula, the sample villages
(n=22) were selected by stratified random
sampling technique from statistical soci-
ety (N=84). The heads of households as the
sample population (n=485) was selected by
simple random sampling technique from sta-
tistical society (N=3650). The sample was
consisting of 192 heads of households from
Dailaman town and 293 heads of house-
holds from its hinterland. For analyzing the
data, descriptive and inferential statistical
methods such as Mean, Percent, Independ-
ent Sample T Test, Anova and Tukey’s Tests
have been used.

Results

To achieve the purpose, three dimensions
and 82 indicators were used that 24 indica-
tors were used to assess economical dimen-
sions, 34 indicators to assess social-cultural
dimensions and 24 indicators to assess
physical-environmental dimensions. The re-
sults of descriptive statistics show that from
views of respondents the transformation of

rural areas of the country don’t have them.
Changes in law divisions in recent decades,
has drastically changed the pattern of set-
tlement system. These changes led to wider
urban hierarchy pyramid and a further class
difference in Iran.

People's attitudes about a project or pro-
gram can have a great role in the success or
failure of it. That's why in planning, imple-
mentation and assessment of plans, Public
participation is so important. The positive
performance of a program or plan has great
influence in shaping or changing people's at-
titudes. People’s positive attitude to the plan
or program shows that it has been successful
in achieving its goals. The negative attitude
also implies the failure of the program in
achieving its goals. Survey of the opinions
and attitudes of the people about the policy
of transformation of villages to towns leads
to understanding and awareness of policy
makers, planners, managers and officials in
this case that how far transformation of vil-
lages to towns have roles in achieving the
development objectives of national, regional
and local levels. This research based on stud-
ying in Dailaman district is going to answer
this question whether there is a meaning-
ful difference between two groups' attitude
about the policy of the transformation of vil-
lages to towns in the development according
to the settlements (villages or towns).

The term attitude is a Latin word that means
fitness and talented, and in different lan-
guages different synonym words have been
used to express it. It is an express of judg-
ment (favorable or unfavorable) about ob-
jects, people or events. Attitude has three
dimensions: cognitive, emotional and be-
havioral. A person’s attitude toward a sub-
ject isn’t directly visible, that’s why it is said
the structure of attitude is hypothetical. At-
titude tests are some questions or comments
about a topic that respondent responds to
them and the pattern of these responses indi-
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though both groups of respondents comment
on the failure of the policy of transformation
of villages to towns, the extent of its effects
in the region has been different according to
the settlements. It means there is a meaning-
ful difference between two groups' attitude
about the policy of the transformation of vil-
lages to towns in the development accord-
ing to the settlements (villages or towns).
The results of this study are consistent with
researches of Bajracharya in Nepal (1995),
Saraee and Eskandari Sani in Iran (2007)
and Barghi et al in Iran (2011). The re-
searchers pointed to the failure of the policy
of transformation of villages to towns and
its different effects on settlements. Based on
existing studies, transformation of villages
to towns without study and capacity assess-
ment or based on administrative — manage-
ment requirements or demanding of local
residents has been done. Such an approach
is based on the false belief that transforma-
tion of villages to towns causes the growth
and development of the town and its hinter-
land. This approach has caused many vil-
lages in the country to follow up becoming
a town. In this case, guidelines and criteria
transformation of villages to towns should
be flexible, and in accordance with regional
conditions and tendencies, and consistent
with the objectives and the strategy of de-
velopment of small towns. In order to organ-
ize and develop the villages transformed to
towns, the strategy of development of small
towns should be provided and used.
Keywords: Attitude, Rural Development,
Town, Transformation of Villages to Towns,
Dailaman District
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