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ABSTRACT

Research method is one of the important fields that are widely used in human
sciences and its education is mandatory for all graduate students. Generally, the
research method is done in three ways: qualitative, quantitative and mixed
method. Qualitative method has recently become more and more popular among
researchers, so various books have been published in this field and they are
trying to specialize the topics related to qualitative research method. The
purpose of this study was to review the book “Qualitative Research: A Guide to
Design and Implementation” and the review method used in Book House
Institute as well as the critical philosophical exploration method were used at
the same time. The book in question is written by Sharon B Miryam and
Elizabeth Tisdell, translated by Kiamanesh and Danaye Tous, and published in
the summer of 2018 in Samt Publications. The critique tool was the book review
checklist of Human Hciences Texts and Books Council, and qualitative content
analysis and multiple readings of the book have been used in order to check the
problems. Based on the findings, the strengths points of the book in terms of
content included: the eloquence of the words, the complete explanation of the
topics, the continuity of the book's contents; And among its weak points, we can
point out the simple cover design and writing problems and rules, as well as the
lack of complete introduction of the software required in qualitative research. It
is hoped that the book review and introduction of the above book will increase
the process of study and research among graduate students.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

At the end of the 20th century, economic, social and
technological changes appeared in societies, by
looking at these conditions, researchers noted that if
societies want to use the opportunities caused by
changes for their own benefit and to be able to cope
with possible challenges, they must predict their
desired future society and create a platform to achieve
it. Itis clear that in order to achieve a desirable society,
educational systems, especially universities and higher
education, play a significant role and have special
importance. If an educational system wants to have
fundamental transformation and progress, first of all,
it should have a special look at the curricula and the
books that are included in these curricula, and after
each course, it should be reviewed, and depending on
the society, it must accept and update its problems.
Book review can be a way for authors and the people
who are involve in the field of book and also
educational system to find out the problems in the
books and fix them. Criticism means separating the
good from the bad and addressing the weaknesses and
strengths of something. The history of literary
criticism or rhetoric goes back to ancient Greece and
Aristotle. In Islam, the roots of criticism of thought
and action are in the Holy Quran. Criticism is a very
important area for a society that wants to have
constructive and positive interaction among its
community members. Criticism and evaluation of
educational books, as a small link in the chain of stages
and components of the teaching and learning process,
can help the audience of scientific works, especially
professors and students, to choose books that suit their
needs and interests. In the description of criticism and
critical thinking, it is enough that Foucault believed
that critical thinking or critical approach has taken the
form of an ontology of the present time or the
presentences of the ontology of modernity and the
ontology of ourselves. Due to the existence of

Results

Book introduction:

One of the necessities for optimal education in all
fields is proper research education. If a student wants
to enter graduate studies and turn from a simple
student into a researcher, it is necessary to learn
scientific and accurate research methods. Scientific
research is generally divided into three categories; 1-
Quantitative research, 2- Qualitative research and 3-
Mixed research (quantitative + qualitative), each of
them has its own advantages. For these three research
models, many books have been written that are useful
for learning types of research.

One of the original and appropriate books that is very
useful for graduate students to learn qualitative
research is the book of “Qualitative Research: A Guide
to Design and Implementation”; That is written by;

specialized publications in the field of book criticism,
we can refer to many researches. Therefore, to know
and introduce the types of book reviews, we can refer
to the publication: Critical Research Journal of
Humanities Texts and Programs, which is published as
a monthly magazine. Also, Journal of Communication
Management in Sports Media of Payam Noor
University of Iran is one of the active publishers of
articles related to book reviews. In table number 1,
some book review articles will be mentioned.

Methods

There are different methods for book criticism, and in
this research, the researchers have used the book
review method at Book House Institute, which is based
on "book review" and the critical philosophical
exploration method, which is based on the review of
the book "Qualitative Research: A Guide to Design
and  Implementation”.  Critical  philosophical
exploration is the search for logical foundations,
guiding value, reasoning method and norms governing
thoughts.

As it was said, from the combination of the above two
methods, the review of the above book is done based
on the following steps:

1. Introduction of the book

2. Introducing the authors and translators of the book
3. Description and explanation of the book

4. Introduction of similar books

5. Interpretation of the book

6. Expressing grammatical and writing problems of
the book

7. Content analysis of the book

8. Discussion and conclusion including: evaluation,
summary and suggestions about the book

To collect the research information, the book review
checklist of the University of Human Sciences Texts
and Books Review Council was used.

Sharon B. Miriam and Elizabeth J. Tisdel; The last
(fourth) edition of which was published in 2016 and
was translated by Dr. Alireza Kiamanesh and Dr.
Maryam Danai Tous; It was published for the first time
in the summer of 2018 in Samt Publications with the
Standard Book Number: 978-600-02-0692-5.

Formal interpretation of the book:

» The cover of the book is made of high-quality
cardboard and its design is simple and has geometrical
shapes. Since the subject of the book is research
methods, the cover designer could choose a more
appropriate design for the book cover by using images
related to the main content of the book; Nevertheless,
based on the approach of Samt Publications regarding
the design of the book cover, which is to have simple
designs, the designer cannot be criticized.
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* According to the volume of the book, it seems that
the number of tables and diagrams that explains and
interprets the separate parts of the book is lacking and
to some extent has kept the formal impact on the
audience at a low level. The way the book looks is a
bit boring.

* The number of pages and the volume of the book are
appropriate considering the subject of the book and its
completeness, and in this sense, the authors have tried
to convey the information in a complete manner.

* The point that was very interesting in a part of the
book introduced the software used in qualitative
researches and even how to access them is also
introduced, but the weak point is that none of the
authors or translators did not try to teach and introduce
the environment of the software and only introduced
the name and the company that produced them. In
order to solve this problem, the authors could have
introduced one of the software that are more widely
used in qualitative researches in full or a part of it and
made its data processing space more understandable
for the reader.

« In terms of the fluency and tone of the translators in
narrating the contents, it can be said that the above
book has a fluent text and is acceptable in terms of
simple reading and eloquence, and it is easy to
understand and learn.

Content analysis of the work:

A point that has not been paid attention to in this book
is the term of “layered research”. It means that the
research should be done step by step like an onion
which is layered. It would have been better to discuss
the concept of research onion in the first part of the
book, and qualitative research was explained based on
the stages of the research onion in this section. Of
course, in the book, most of the research onion cases
are mentioned in the chapters of the first part, but
presenting the concept and model of the research
onion could give the readers a general picture of the
nature of the research and its components.

It is stated on page 29:

“The second characteristic of all types of qualitative
research is that the researcher is the main tool for data
collection and analysis”, but according to the
researchers, it is the researcher's skill that is the main
tool for data collection and analysis, not just the
researcher himself”.

Conclusion

Considering the ever-increasing progress of the
science of statistics and qualitative and quantitative
research and its penetration into other sciences and the
dependence and progress of various types of research,
in order to expand science, it is necessary to
understand and know the types of research in this field.
Writing standard and up-to-date books that can teach
the scientific principles of all types of research to
students or even those working in the fields of research

On page 35, qualitative researches are categorized into
six categories based on the authors' experience very
well. 1- Basic qualitative research, 2- Phenomenology,
3- Foundational data theory, 4- Ethnography, 5-
Narrative analysis and 6- Case study.
The strength of the book is in the fifth chapter, in
which it is well explained to the readers how to
conduct an efficient interview, and by reading this
chapter, the readers can acquire the necessary skills to
conduct qualitative research, which the researchers
believe is a useful tool. The main research method is
qualitative.
On page 178, it is stated that "the main tool of data
collection in qualitative research is observation™
While in the fifth chapter, this feature is dedicated to
the interview, which is a contradiction. It would have
been better to state that observation, like interview, is
one of the main tools in qualitative research, which has
been observed in the case of documents, and it has
been stated that documents are used as the third main
source in qualitative research.
One of the useful points mentioned in chapter eight,
which in qualitative researchers should pay attention
to, is data analysis after conducting each interview,
which helps to collect correct information.
The title of the ninth chapter is better to use the term
research audit. Today, in many qualitative researches,
the concept of research audit is used instead of validity
and reliability, which is specific to quantitative
research. Even in table 9-2 on page 278, an audit is
given, which includes the work method. However, the
explanations in this part of the book are very strong
and good references are also used in it, such as Goba
and Lincoln, whose methods have been used in many
qualitative researches in the audit section, and this is a
strong point; So, this is the strong point of this chapter.
In general, according to the researchers, the continuity
of the text of the book is recognized as very suitable in
such a way that the reader can get acquainted with the
qualitative research method by reading it and can
conduct research based on this book; In a way that
recognizes the subject, chooses the appropriate
method, uses the book to acquire skills in interviewing
or observing or analyzing documents, and then
analyzes the data and reviews the audit of his research
based on the contents of the book, and at the end of the
report to present the final results of his research to
scientific societies.

is a great contribution to the advancement of
educational sciences and the training of researchers in
our country. One of the qualitative research training
books is "Qualitative Research: A Guide to Design and
Implementation ", authored by Sharon B. Miriam and
Elizabeth J. Tisdell, and was translated by Alireza
Kiamanesh and Maryam Danai Tous and was
published for the first time in 2019.

Pointing out the strengths and weaknesses of the above
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book can help its authors in reprinting it. Also, other
writers interested in the relevant field can refer to the
researches done in this field and get ideas from these
researches and focus on the strengths and reduce the
weaknesses. As mentioned in this research, the book
“Qualitative Research: A Guide to Design and
Implementation” has many strengths, including:

1 -The eloguence and expressiveness of speech

2 -Complete explanation from the beginning to the
end of the topic

3 -Continuity of the contents of the book

And among the weak points of the mentioned
book, the following can be noted:

1 -Simple cover design

2- Problems and writing rules that were
mentioned throughout the article.

KEYWORDS
Review, Research method, Qualitative Research,
Book Review
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