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Abstract

The media is considered as one of the most influential factors in attracting viewers. The purpose of this study
was to evaluate the performance of emerging media in relation to the Iranian Football Premier League with a
360-degree approach. This study is a quantitative method, based on exploratory implementation path and
applied purpose. Participants included all experts in sports management and media management, and in the
quantative part, participants included all football coaches, football managers, players, referees, journalists in
football leagues and media communication experts, as well as the audience of Iran’s Premier Football League,
which numbered 384 individuals (emphasizing the sample adequacy of Cochran's sample size formula). This
study used the stratified random sampling method to select the research sample. Data collection tools included
a researcher-made questionnaire evaluating the performance of emerging media in relation to the Football
Premier League. The construct validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by heuristic factor analysis and
hybrid reliability and Cronbach's alpha of the instrument using structural equation method. The data analysis
was performed using one-sample t-test and one-way analysis of variance and modeling based on SLPS software.
Based on the obtained results, considering the three values of 0.02, 0.15 and 0.35 as values indicating the
predictive power of the model for GoF, the calculated value of 0.563 indicates a strong overall fit of the model.
The results also showed that the performance of emerging media in relation to the Iranian Football Premier
League from the participants' point of view was reported to be desirable (P <0.001). Therefore, it can be
concluded that emerging media is one of the basic tools for studying social issues, information, education as
well as a very effective factor in shaping social values, and it can play an important role in enlightening people,
especially adolescents and young people.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Sport as a phenomenon is closely related to social and moral values as this plays an important role in
the production of culture and cultural structure of any society. This phenomenon can assist the
emergence of intellectual and psychological talents of children, adolescents and especially young
people, who are the most important future-making strata of any society (Glenby, Hosseini & Rezaei
Sufi, 2018). In this regard, sports performance evaluation shows that pure knowledge of the attitude
of others towards a person's performance provides him with important information that among the
existing evaluation methods, the 360-degree evaluation system is very different from traditional
performance evaluations. Meanwhile, the media is considered as one of the most influential factors
in attracting viewers (McCarthy & Garavan, 2001). The purpose of this study was to present a model
for evaluating the performance of emerging media in relation to the Iranian Football Premier League
with a 360-degree approach.

Materials & Methods

This study is a quantitative method, based on exploratory implementation path and applied purpose.
Participants included all football coaches, football managers, players, referees, journalists in football
leagues and media communication experts, as well as the audience of the country's Football Premier
League in the current season of the Premier League, which was attended by 16 teams from 8
provinces: Tehran, Khuzestan, Isfahan East Azerbaijan, Kerman, Markazi, Khorasan Razavi and
Mazandaran have been formed. The twentieth season of the Iranian Football Premier League
officially started on November 7, 1999. In this period, after Tehran province, which is present with 4
teams, Khuzestan province with 3 teams have the most representatives in these competitions, which
due to the fact that the exact number of participants was not available, 384 individulas (emphasizing
the sample adequacy of Cochran's sample size formula) were selected This study used the stratified
random sampling method to select the research sample. Sampling was classified under different
categories (coach, club manager, player, referee, reporter, communication expert, team fan) and
interviews were conducted. Data collection tools included a researcher-made questionnaire evaluating
the performance of emerging media in relation to the Premier Football League. This study used a
researcher-made questionnaire to collect data. Using the opinions of the present research team
(university professors and consultants) and other experts in the area of sports management, the
performance of emerging media in relation to the country's Premier Football League was included in
the main questionnaire. Exploratory factor analysis test was used to analyze the construct validity of
the components and expressions of the questionnaire.

Results

The results of the first factor analysis performed on all questions led to the extraction of 15 factors
with a specific value greater than one. These 15 factors generally explain 61.59% of the total variance
of the questionnaire. After this factor analysis, Varimax rotation method was used to achieve a simpler
structure. Examining the subscription value of each of the items, it was found that items 7 and 42
have a low subscription value (below 0.8) and an internal consistency lower than 0.4 compared to the
other questions. After eliminating these items, with the remaining 15 factors, factor analysis was
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performed again by principal component analysis with varimax orthogonal rotation and oblique
rotation. The final factor analysis led to the extraction of 15 factors; these factors explain 61.59% of
the total variance of the questionnaire. Content validity and construct validity (convergence and
divergence) were used for the validity of the research questionnaire. This means that the items of
research questionnaires were validated by expert professors at the university in terms of content
validity and the convergence validity was confirmed using the mean variance of the extracted research
indicators. Besides, all significance coefficients of z are greater than 1.96, confirming the significance
of all questions and relationships between variables at the 95% confidence level. Therefore, it can be
concluded that all structures of the proposed model are valid and feasible. The test results also showed
that the performance of emerging media in relation to the Iranian Football Premier League from the
participants' point of view was reported to be desirable. As findings show, according to the value of t
obtained and the level of significance calculated (which is less than 0.05), a significant difference was
observed in the performance components of emerging media, so that the difference between the mean
and the upper and lower boundaries are all positive. Therefore, based on the average of the society,
from the perspective of the subjects, the performance of the emerging media in relation to the Iranian
Football Premier League is above average.

Conclusion

Emerging sports media can provide a statute including the values, moral norms and common values
of society. Regardless of their preferences, they can address individuals’ real needs and plan in
different genres and offer a full range of programs in various sports, and promote and strengthen the
spirit of constructive criticism of the country's sports executive system. Therefore, it can be concluded
that emerging media is one of the basic tools for studying social issues, information, and education,
it is a very effective factor in shaping social values, and it can play an important role in enlightening
people.

Keywords: Notification, Social Participation, Educational Nature, Culture Making, Editorial
Independence, Legitimization, Motivational Nature.
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Figure 1- Cattle scroll diagram for the extractive components of the questionnaire
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Table 4- The initial and final extracted components of factor analysis of the questionnaire
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Table 4- Mean values of extracted variance, Cronbach’s alpha and combined reliability of
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Figure 2- Measurement of factor loads of the research model
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Table 5- Correlation coefficient of hidden structures of research model (to confirm the validity of
divergence)
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Table 6- Results of the structural part of the research model
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Table 8- Analysis of the performance of emerging media in relation to the Iranian Football
Premier League
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