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Introduction: Drawn public attention to the negative impacts on environmentally
sensitive areas. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of
the quality of tourism perception on the environmentally responsible behavior of
sports tourists with the mediating role of attachment to the place.

Methods: This research is descriptive and correlational. The statistical population
consisted of all sports tourists in the Alangdareh Forest Park of Gorgan in 2021.
The data collection tools were the standard questionnaires of understanding the
quality of tourism by Yin et al. (2021), environmentally responsible behavior by
Yin et al. (2021) and place attachment by Ramkissoon et al. (2013). The validity
and reliability of the questionnaires were confirmed. Structural equation modeling
including confirmatory factor analysis and path analysis were used to analyze the
data. The software used for data analysis were AMOS23 and SPSS23.

Results: The results showed that the quality of tourism perception has a significant
effect on the environmentally responsible behavior of sports tourists; the quality of
tourism perception has a significant effect on attachment to the place of sports
tourists; Attachment to the place has a significant effect on the environmentally
responsible behavior of sports tourists and attachment to the place mediates the
effect of understanding the quality of tourism on the environmentally responsible
behavior of sports tourists.

Conclusion: One of the important messages of the current research is that
attachment to a place is a significant mediator between understanding the quality of
tourism and responsible environmental behavior. The results of the current research
emphasize active interaction with sports tourists, good management, supporting
biodiversity and encouraging responsible and sustainable consumption in order to
strengthen tourists' attachment to the place and environmentally responsible
behaviors.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

While the growing number of visitors and tourists
brings in a lot of revenue, however, they significantly
lead to a negative impact and damage to the tourist
resources and the environment of the places visited
(Cheng et al., 2021) and their misbehavior may harm
the environment and make it difficult to manage these
destinations (Chen et al., 2020). In the field of tourism,
some researchers believe that encouraging visitors to
show environmentally responsible behavior is the most
important way to reduce the negative or even
destructive effects on the tourism environment (Lee et
al.,, 2013). However, what factors may affect the
environmentally responsible behavior of tourists?
Attachment to place is the most common concept in
which many researchers have made great efforts and
indeed, the concept of place attachment lies at the heart
of these studies (Hernandez et al., 2007). Based on the
theory of place attachment, researchers have focused
on analyzing the key effects and mechanism of
formation of environmentally responsible behavior in
recent years (Zhao et al., 2018). On the other hand,
studying the perceived quality of tourists is the key to
improving the level of services and standards of the
tourism industry. Therefore, the purpose of this study
was to investigate the effect of the quality of tourism
perception on the environmentally responsible
behavior of sports tourists with the mediating role of
attachment to the place.

Methods

This research is applied based on purpose and
descriptive-correlation in terms of method and survey
in terms of data collection. The statistical population
consisted of all sports tourists in the Alangdareh Forest
Park of Gorgan in 2021. The number of statistical
population studied was unknown. The number of
samples was estimated between 66 and 330 based on
Klein's (1994) theory. The data required for this
research were collected in two sections: library and
field. The questionnaires used consist of 4 sections.
The first part includes demographic information such
as age, gender, occupation, education, activity level or
visit to Alangdareh forest. The second part includes the
standard questionnaire of the quality of tourism
perception of Yin et al. (2021) containing 10 items and
3 dimensions. The third part includes the standard
questionnaire of environmental responsible behavior of
Yin et al. (2021) containing 7 items and 2 dimensions.
The fourth section also includes the standard
questionnaire of attachment to the place of Ramkissoon
et al. (2013) containing 16 items and 3 dimensions.
The questionnaires used have a 5-point Likert scale.

The validity and reliability of the questionnaires used
were reviewed and confirmed. The sampling method
was available. A total of 216 respondents answered the
questionnaires in full. Structural equation modeling
including confirmatory factor analysis and path
analysis were used to analyze the data. The software
used for data analysis were AMOS23 and SPSS23.

Results

Demographic findings showed that the highest
frequency distribution was related to the age range of
31 to 35 years and the lowest frequency distribution
was related to the age range of 46 to 50 years. 25
percent had a bachelor's degree and 5 percent a
doctorate. 40 percent had more than 20 years of sports
experience and 10 percent have between 6 and 10 years
of sports experience. Findings from testing the
hypotheses showed that the quality of tourism
perception had a significant effect on the
environmentally responsible behavior of sports
tourists; the quality of tourism perception had a
significant effect on attachment to the place of sports
tourists; Attachment to the place has a significant effect
on the environmentally responsible behavior of sports
tourists and attachment to the place mediates the effect
of understanding the quality of tourism on the
environmentally responsible behavior of sports tourists.

Conclusion

In order to strengthen the responsible behavior of
sports tourists and also increase the attachment to the
place, it is better that the management of tourist
attractions in general and the officials in Alangdareh
Forest Park in particular try to provide services and
raise the desired level of quality. In this way, they
encourage sports tourists to behave in an
environmentally responsible manner. Consequently, we
will achieve sustainable use of tourism resources and
sustainable development of tourism in this forest park
in the long run.
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