Biquarterly Tarikhname-ye Enghelab
Journal of Imam Khomeini Research Institute and Islamic Revolution
Volume®, Issuell-12, fall 2022

Clarifying the positions of scholars and clerics regarding the
family support bill approved in 1346
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Abstract

One of the most important achievements of the presence of women representatives in the
21st parliament was the formulation and approval of the family protection bill. Until then,
there were scattered laws related to the institution of the family in the civil laws; But in
particular, the first law that specifically addressed the institution of the family is the family
protection bill approved in 1346 in the 21st parliament of the National Council. Due to the
importance of the family institution in Islam and necessarily with the clergy and religious
groups, the topic in the press provoked reactions among scholars and clerics. Especially
since not much time had passed since the conflict between the Pahlavi government and the
clerics (which started in 1341). Considering the importance of the issue, this article tries to
answer the question, what was the reason for the clergy’s opposition to the bill, and what
were its results, using the descriptive-analytical method and the use of library sources and
documents? The findings of the research indicate that the content of the project is contrary to
Sharia rules, including: inheriting an illegitimate child, equality between sons and daughters
in inheritance, allowing the marriage of a non-believer man with a Muslim woman, and
prohibiting polygamy and the right of a woman to divorce. Taqlid was opposed by clerics
and authorities. These reactions led to the amendment of the bill when the issue was raised
in the National Assembly.
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