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Abstract

This article examines the peasant livelihood and income levels of farmers in Gilan
from the end of the Naserid period to the constitutional period. The basis for this
study is the evaluation of the prevailing idea put forward in the works generally written
about the social history of Qajar Iran. It is assumed that the Iranian peasantry lived
in sheer poverty and at subsistence level due to extreme oppression. This article
first assesses the income level of Gilak peasants based on the ratio of landowners
to peasants in Gilan. Then, considering the basic income, it has demonstrated that
Gilak farmers enjoyed a higher quality of livelihood compared to other Iranian farmers.
Based on the available evidence and statistics, it can be claimed that at least during
the period in question, economic pressure did not cause a predicament in the daily
necessities of Gilak farmers. Therefore, we must look elsewhere for the reasons for
their discontent during this period.

Keywords: Income, Consumer Goods, Petty Landownership, Household, Constitution.

Citation: Khaleghi Damghani, Ahmad and Saman Rahmani. 2023. « Peasant livelihood in Gilan from 1871 to 1906,
Journal of History of Iran, autumn and Winter, Vol 16, No 2, PP 183-206.

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the
terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license
(https://creativecommons.org|/licenses/by/4.0/).


https://orcid.org/0009-0006-3301-1816
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-8192-7205

ol J:ﬂ &ﬁ b ddas
VEYolice) § Sl Yo ladi A # Jlu
L 2008-7357 S0 9 s Gl 2588-6916
(Siligrasged oISt
bl p gle g Sl ousudisls
[CEEEEES
DOI: https://doi.org/10.48308/irhj.2023.232750.1254
DOR: https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20087357.1402.16.2.9.7

\ & o * = o R .. &
’ *
owond YYAO B YT O+ 51 WS g5 Slass Culure
Sliols (BB a0al.¥ /P Sles ) lobus .Y
saman.rahmany@ut.ac.ir :asbly (st otius s )l e85 ¢l 5 il ¢ suslows pole g 35> 01l ¢ puolius pole 5583 (ggomidls )
dr.khaleghi@ut.ac.ir :asbLl, .|l col o5 el 5 o1l ¢ ulous pole g i 0aSEN ¢ guolows pole 05,5 lutils ¥

VoYLV (il YEOAF Gas VFYO/YY sl

DS
dbogpiie b 5 p0b pas 35l 51 S 1555liS 20l 5 o 5 (Slind Cudins @by () 4idg (] B
szl gyl il BT 45 45 sl Loges plSa] ) (NS Bland Cundy 3 508 U
Ar ol GBlims elsal pl B sl o )95 Gloliwg) (S5 3)90 5 S yide pobo 4 )6 e
5 byl Sluskie oo oS 4y dlie o) )3 lodgs iy (lyy L35 5 LBl Cules 15 o lga 03,1 plllae
Cansg (530l )3 Db oyl 4 o5 b Luawr g 295 0 3y9] 10 (SIS Llams ol )3 s Tl (S )3 s
bl Lo ploliog) b1 oS (Ulins (5355 o9 Glf el 48 250000 030 Gl g ol (L] (Ldime
JLth s Sloj B3k ol )3 Bl &8 5,5 leal g5 o 53 g0 slol 5 Alys &y dgs by il lsan ]
83059y 5 (owbol sbajli ool p3 liy) & ol oy oxdaw 4 (S blins 4y tiuse ¢ (solaidl
.3)5 929w ‘_g)iia Jo\}c 9 Je s Cumly oo I LQJ u;;{Lé)U LWy ‘Qi\ﬁhg Aib eas O])}Q JIESIRTES

STyl da5Yle cdung, (oole gl ws o loor gl o314

ol Zo b dore € wass VTAD L IYD« I MS jo Jlind cuizod VYT L Slasly (A1 desl g ¢jlobo ¢ Slosy 2ol
NFIAE Y 0yl VF Jlo yliama 9wl

Sl g0 €pgd abgyiie 0)93 13 LIS 01059y (S35 3 ol e b Slan lolis (GBI (5585 Al 485 sl lis )

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the
terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license
(https://creativecommons.org|/licenses/by/4.0/).


https://orcid.org/0009-0006-3301-1816
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-8192-7205

VA | geaad YAD GV YOY 31 OLS jo SlEAs cudias

o

Ao

S5 S b il HeiS Jlad slagye; (iuihols g anb slacange calal 4 (LIS
9 41l 135 S p3y0 (S5 o 2 2909 42 599 Ll 3l bl Sl ol iy oS
=gy 4\.u.u9.> L)Jl RV ‘L)”L"' u;‘)J s OD;)JLQ.AA u‘).»] bl )JL» pdy0 )l l) LQ)T Co Lvl)w
oo g el abg o U 60l yuas Blol 5l S 1359l el > s g Slid Cdine Cundg
2 ] M s ol 5 4l dad i 1S sagas e U] o8 )l
Sl 33lo 5 S (i) 3590 )3 )0 3929 y9250 693

gt b33 3 S (Wlins (5K iy sl i Sl e 85 39 s 0 ol
Slo 8 (M s oo i) aS0] s 003 gy 93 b )] 5l e (sla i
S pod i Billae 33)S <8 lkie dbogydio i 3 i Spied golaidl g eloial by
21 3l dbog e Bliwl (0 g5 4 SIS bland Cutiure gl ot 35 pils g dus b 4]
ol Sl 555 S 3 Al S B 5105 25 3 I 35 530y oS 8, YL iy
by (6,500 laddy ) dbg i i 50 il (6, RS e (gl b don )0 g 0

Ol Jlod b o i 4y sgemme s dog e 8159 53 005 (S5 clisen sla (s 36
i 1 331 gyl g (S35 85 ) Lad Bes dbog e pgd Cawd 5 (giuw pu wolio IS yobo 40 Cnss
Usbes (5355355 Altan ) 5 03,8 ol ] o oo 3 o8 g 5 3 9125 5
laidl g el bl i Slasdss 5| S50 b pl bocad e o 5l osileleay sliwl cunle
M > U Ve > o ot Jlie (gl ol o ¢Sy abog putie Bkl 1> WS
2 838 ]S 9o Jlugu g bayeol (i 4y (59 sl 03900 gyt jobo 4y dbog e
Ly i) (Lol 85850 5 0)b as gy Slans sacS s & b e 40 9383 o (63L) Cuonl 09> oy
)3 ims (o ybyp lio )3 (o) cilf il o ey Syl Slaslio s )3 (Solis] g plE
a9 WS (o (o |y oo LSS 5 Lol alor jl i (B lal €abog o OB (Lo >
Slnd S > Jlite blijl 4y (g9 il 0 w22j95 (18 B3l 3 (g slaill Cumdg &
2 58 g by ko g ] ool (ogad s s yazsl 1) 4y 5 S oo o)Ll oyl g (IS
A« ol olaid] > goumas )l ioman lad o slofrg a9 HIFYY UIYYY lo Jlw oy



WY Gl 9 jaabs ¢ Yo ylach VP o_,"azolx|@_,u /| \AF

5l lobes g A Allis pl sladidl blao dads 3  Son arlaS Slools vy 4y 63 sl )5S
s sanaly (5,5 ) 55 il yg dll ps S o colSs 090 ) 3 WS w9 eSS
595 OF S (lams i I (3 lddnaly (Llod Conl oadsS €S (ol laginir 4
8y9 0 (olaidl lolwasb byl b (o pds yeud &S M w2 (6Bl oo ) 53 Lol Lad v &
wegasa g bl jl (Sog—itly IS8 Jl (o (Kinpp Jelgs 4l ¢ Jasxd 2529 g & 9250
Gl J1 03y g2 g Sy wlidanaly )3 1) S dbg e (sladuly) 5 0350 S yo dug)
S (go2)5 poly 1l o M!S 2o oS)8 18 sz 6381 oo ol
I €lie g a5 olal pp S Caog pio )3 (Sl i (185 9 sdine] Sl g ()
e 3l lpl g pitia g i) (g (lie J (i 53 2)5 o)Ll e 5 p3l5 Lo le
Slare § 5 ol pdls (igh b gen )b Wiy 31 B850 10 el sjpsliSs Son
o s i |y yol ol ol itz 3y (e Ty o)l Bl oles lsliang, s s VS bl
loy Jgdl & gy abog o 4y (piie (laJlo )3 551y L] iane @8 5 4l w2395 ()8 sl

Aol
0l odlaiwl (glailuls” mlie g ol o 2 gl Lo Bl i ybg, bld 4 yols dlie
o0 (5,555 ) JUT ciSo B gy (sl pglinss 31 el s b gk Blod ) ot Lol
oy Lol 5 (ool o) sl Sl 4 ol nig0 Vo nl] el
09 Slegoge 9 (S8) dlo g () sladkiy 4 iSe nl ) S (e 4755 Jlolly
Togde dag (S3) gl g Sl glagSl ¢ b led widgs e (Sl wailigg i
Sl Loguad T2,5 o )15 (gl e oS0 605 0 Mas JUT Sy sty jouni 4 &5 (gl3sS 4
S5 xS oyt St S (813230 (St 8 5 el BT BT 5 L
625 e e, il (glioyg 13 g 5] ot Wl 5D sl golono i 5 Sligy
55 305 g o 93 (ol elosnl Gy ol (o 3l gy ) el pl 2 0.0)1
FEN 9255 )8 (28 oy (S Sl (ogadas 0)93 (nl 550 5 yalitie Sy g 095

1. George Huppert, “The Annales Expriment”, In Companion to Historiography, Michael Bentley (ed.) (London:
Routledge, 2002), p. 875.
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1. H. W. Maclean, Report on the conditions and prospects of british trade in Persia, 1904-1905, p. 95.
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