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Abstract

Following the opening of the political and intellectual space in Iran in the 1320s, various
political parties emerged with their different ideologies and programs. One of these
parties was “the "Association for the Freedom of the Iranian People” (Jam ‘iyyat-e Azadi-ye
Mardom-e Iran), which began its activities around the same time as the nationalization
of the Iranian oil industry. This article aims to explain the ideology and the political, social
and economic goals of “the "Association for the Freedom of the Iranian People” based
on a descriptive-analytical method using primary sources. The party, based on its own
analysis, saw Iranian society on the verge of social transformation and promoted agendas
based on a specific ideology to realize this transformation. The basis for this ideology
was theistic socialism, i.e. a combination of socialism and Islamic religious identity, on
the basis of which the party pursued its goals. Among the most important goals pursued
by the party were the protection of Iran's independence and territorial integrity, the
creation of a democratic national government, the nationalization of natural resources
and their exploitation on the basis of a national socialist ideology, the development of
mechanization, the cession of agricultural land to farmers, the extension of property
rights, the nationalization of heavy industry, the provision of public health care and cultural
products, the fight against materialistic and superstitious ideas, the support of Islamic
principles to strengthen faith, intellectual and moral growth in society, the guarantee of
women’s rights and the strengthening of the family structure.
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