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Abstract

Purpose: Destruction in paintings results in the loss of a portion of the work, caused by the dam-
age resulting from its unexpected form that push the painting into background. To preserve the
subject, maintain the work's integrity, and prevent further damage by reintegrating the the lacuna
and restoring colors based on their expertise. Some conservators, well-versed in painting and
conservation theory, aim to rectify visual damage caused by lacuna, while others may impose
their personal tastes. However, subjective tastes can sometimes enhance the painting’s integrity
while compromising its originality. Thus,this study aims to explore the role of conservators’ taste
in painting conservation and how viewers perceive subject.

Method and Research Design: This research was conducted using an interpretive approach and
qualitative methods based on existing data and documented evidence. The paintings "Askander's
Naval War in the China Sea" from the Khamse Nizami collection and the Shiraz Training from
the Safavid period were selected from the Hagop Kevorkian collection. Prints of these paintings
were provided to conservators for color restoration according to their preferences. The restored
prints were then evaluated by both specialized and general viewers to gather their perspectives on
the restoration of the paintings.

Findings and Conclusions: Results indicated that half of the conservators focused on structural
conservation, while the other half opted for reintegration in lacuna. Regarding viewer opinions
on conservation approaches, a minority favored structural conservation without reintegration,
with the majority preferring reintegration in lacuna. Specialist viewers exhibited less inclination
towards reintegration. The data indicate the viewers’ interest in understanding the subject and the
l integrity of the paintings.

Keywords: Artistic taste; Painting restoration; Strong restoration; Reintegration; lacuna; Alexan-
der’s naval battle painting.
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