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Abstract:

Purpose:Creation of endowments (Waqf) increased significantly at the time of The Safavids due to Shia Is-
lam. The endowment of a large part of properties, especially by Shah Abbas I (Abbas, The Great), strength-
ened the motivation to endow among the courtiers and women. Despite the restrictions and social prob-
lems, women played a significant role in charity and endowment. The purpose of this research is to analyze

womens intentions to endow their properties in Isfahan at the time of The Safavids.

Method and Research Design: The contents of endowments records of Isfahan were investigated using
qualitative content analysis. Consequently, the following 8 categories were distinguished: "legitimization of
politics", "property protection", "farsightedness about property division", "regulation of property protection
", "manifest of Shiism", "thinking of afterlife", "transcendent action in helping others", and "regression to

former social structure”.

Findings and conclusion: The results show that women mainly endowed their property due to economic
reason; In fact, they did such to protect their properties and intentions like thinking of afterlife and the
needs of the society were of little importance; Therefore, the main content of the majorities of endowment
records were about regulation of the property protection for their next of kins. In addition, although these
women, stabilized their position in social structure, they gave male kins the right to inherit endowments

and the female kins were not the prime concern.
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