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Abstract

Several factors, including conquests, trade, and the migration of various groups, influenced the
Central Asian Turks’ conversion to Islam. Before the Muslims conquered Central Asia, which began
in 652 AD/32 AH with the surrender of Mahily Marzban to Abd Allah ibn Amir, the governor of
Basra, worshiping the ancestors’ spirits and the spirit of the sky and natural manifestations had been
prevalent among the Turks. Of course, some tribes of Turks were also Buddhist, Nestorian, Jewish,
and Zoroastrian. Therefore, they were familiar with monotheistic religions; however, gradually and
due to factors after the initial resistance against the Muslim army, Islam became the religion of the
majority of Turks. Groups such as Sufis, hermits, and Sayyids (Sadat) also played a role in this
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important matter. Considering the significance of the institutionalization of Islam among the Turks,
the present study seeks to answer the question of whether it is possible to assign a stronger role to
Sadat than the Sufis in the Islamization of the Turks. As findings demonstrate, the main reason for
Sadat’s migration to Central Asia was its distance from the capital of the caliphate. Since Sadat
considered the caliphs usurpers of the government, they were always angry with the caliphs. Thus,
they were forced to migrate in order to maintain security, and while being close to the Turkic tribes,
they joined with them and even participated in protecting frontiers. In addition, by engaging in various
occupations such as trade and industry, they gradually became a part of the Turkic community. The
Sadat elders’ cultural activities, mostly done through teaching Islamic thoughts and reciting news and
biographies (Sunnat) of the Prophet Muhammad and the elders of Islam, were very effective in a more
complete understanding of Islam. The Sufis, mainly migrating from Khorasan due to the pressure of
critics of Sufism to find safe areas to promote their ideas, went to those regions. Their teachings were
devoid of reproach and torment, so they were more attractive to some people. As a result, because
Sadat was present in the region by holding classes and solving Sharia problems, mentioning hadiths
and writing books, it can be said that they played a more effective role in the institutionalization of
Islam among the Turks than the Sufis.

Keywords: Sufis, Sadat, expansion of Islam, Central Asia.

Introduction

The Central Asian Turks’ conversion to Islam is based on the news recorded in historical sources:
events such as the arrival of the Muslim army and the conquest of the region with the outbreak of war,
the movement of commercial caravans from the region, and the arrival of numerous groups and groups
of Muslim immigrants.

As research shows, the Turks had a religious society before Islam, so some tribes believed in
Buddhism, and some were familiar with monotheism by accepting Christianity and Judaism. Of
course, it has been reported that they believed in Zoroastrianism to some extent. After a period of
Turkish resistance against Muslims, Islam was gradually accepted and institutionalized in the region,
to the extent that in the fifth century AH, the Turks played a significant role in the promotion of Islam
and the protection of borders, both with the role of army commanders and as soldiers. However,
regarding the spread of Islam among them, apart from the conquests, the presence and activities of
civilian groups such as Sufis and Sadat (Sayyids) were very effective, in their specific ways.

Although much research has been done in the form of books and articles on the issue of the spread
of Islam in Transoxiana, because no significant article has covered the issue in the first four centuries
AH, addressing the issue to find an answer to the question of whether it can attribute a more prominent
role to the Sufis in the Islamization of the Turks across Transoxiana during the mentioned period or
not, seems necessary.

Among the studies conducted on the issue of the Turks’ conversion to Islam is the article ‘Islam
and the Spread of Islamic Sciences’, which emphasizes the role of the Samanids in the spread of
Islam. The role of Sufis and Sadat is not discussed in it. Also, the article ‘Embracing Islam by the
Oghuz of Northern Jaxartes in the Fourth Century’ (Rahmati, 2015) very briefly discussed the
activities of Shiites in one line on page 13 and the missionaries’ activities. Another study ‘The Entry
of the Turks to the Islamic Lands’ (Shabani & Fakhari, 2012) briefly mentioned the Sufis’s role.
Another article is ‘The Role of Alavi Sadat in the Political Developments of Transoxiana in the Sixth
Century AH’ (Rahmati, 2014); as the title shows, it examined the issue in the 6™ century, which is a
period different from the period examined by the present study.

Materials & Methods
In this study, historical surveys were done via a descriptive-analytical method to match and
compare the role of Sadat and Sufis in the Central Asian Turks’ conversion to Islam to investigate the
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research subject.
Research Findings

Based on the material presented concerning the topic of the article in several studies that were
examined as the background of the research, such as the article on the spread of Islam and Islamic
sciences, it was found that the role of the Samanids in spreading Islam in Transoxiana caused the
spread of the Hanafi religion in the region. Also, with the explanation given in the article ‘Embracing
Islam by the Oghuz of Northern Jaxartes in the Fourth Century’ (Rahmati, 2015), it was found that the
process of becoming Muslim after a period of resistance against the Muslim army, which took the
form of participating in the disguised uprisings of Rafi ibn al-Layth or threatening the borders, finally
became Muslims. Of course, their conversion to Islam was due to the movement of ambassadors who
had a mission on behalf of the Caliph to negotiate with the Khans of tribes. Finally, this happened with
their conversion to Islam.

With the research done in the article ‘The Entry of the Turks to the Islamic Lands’ (Shabani &
Fakhari, 2012), it was determined that the first form of Islam’s entry into the regions was war, only
with the conquests of Qutayba ibn Muslim al-Bahili, who conquered Khorasan and important parts of
those areas during numerous campaigns. However, it must be admitted separately that this way of entering
Islam did not lead to the institutionalization of Islam in the region. According to historical reports, which
were analyzed in the article, the role of Alavi Sadat in the political developments in Transoxiana, although
most of the people in these areas were followers of Hanafism and Shafi'ism, the presence of people such as
Mohammad ibn Masoud Keshi and other famous Sadat caused the migration and settlement of a significant
number of Shiites and Sadat visited the region. The presence of vicegerents of Imam Mahdi (AS) in the
region, who were in charge of dealing with Shia affairs, confirms this fact that if the Shia and Sadat
population were not present, then a lawyer would not have been appointed for them. Among them, the
famous vicegerents Jafar bin Maruf Kashi should be mentioned.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

There was a tendency towards Shia in these regions with two spectrums of Twelver Shi'ism and
Isma'ilism during the Samanid era. Of course, the spread of Islam in Central Asia was done to some
extent through the propaganda activities of mystics and Sufis. The propaganda of Sufis was successful
in this matter because they paid less attention to punishment in religious teachings. Originally, the
Sufis drew a kinder and more attractive face of Islam for non-Muslims by referring to divine love.
However, they could not respond to various doubts and ambiguities arising in performing worship or
religious issues. While Sadat mostly carried out the teaching of religious sciences in a systematic way
by referring to the verses of the Quran and mentioning the hadiths. In this way, they painted a more
serious image of Islam with the necessity of obedience in the audience’s mind. Meeting the needs and
requirements of normal life in Islamic orders is much better and comprehensively designed and
planned than the beliefs popular among Turks before Islam. Even transactions and trade had to be
done under specific laws in Islam. Since the Sufi tarigas (schools) were formed in a specific structure
much later than other Islamic schools and religions, the role of the Sufis in the institutionalization of
Islam in Transoxiana was inadequate. The dynasties called the Sufis were formed from the 6th century
AH onwards, and each sought to create a genealogy for themselves to convey their relationship to the
Companions and the Prophet (PBUH) through the Sufis. From 350 to 450 AH, there were religious
anarchies in Khorasan and beyond, to such an extent that sometimes the disputes between religious
leaders led to murders and anomalies. Most of the Islamic schools of thought appeared during the era
of the Abbasid Caliphate, which often differed on the branches and some of the principles of the
religion. In Iran, like in other parts of the Islamic empire, religious differences were going on strongly.
Moreover, attributing honors to the Saints of God and the classes of Sufi Sheikhs was very popular
during this time.

Because Sufi's asceticism and austerity were mixed with love and affection, they attracted simple
and passionate hearts more than the people of the school, who were less bothered to adhere to the
orders and fulfill the religious duties of a Muslim. The artisans and villagers turned to them, unlike the
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old times, when they were mostly jurists, Muhaddith (scholars of hadith), and people of the Qur'an,
Sufis were more than artisans who established deep solidarity between guilds and Sufis. A huge group
of people from Central Asia faced a harsh face from Muslims due to attacks and conquests. For this
reason, they were not interested in Islam and were confused about its knowledge bases. By seeing the
simple and austere way of life of mystics like Ibrahim Adham, Shaqiq Balkhi, and Rabiah ibn Kab,
they saw another face of Islam in which there was no greed, oppression, and injustice of provincial
governors. The fact that everyone can reach the love of God by entering the sect and that the standard
of faith and disbelief is only God would attract more Turks and people of Central Asia to Islam. In the
Turkic region, Sufism was the explanation of Islam for two reasons: one is the support of mystical
schools by the governments, and the other is the spread of tribal life where tribal prejudices and strict
adherence to the clan leader formed the basis of all intra-tribal relations. But in Iran, there was no
dependence between Sufis and rulers, and tribal life was not common either. Therefore, the
Malamatiyya grew more than all the Sufi tariqas in Khorasan, especially in the fourth and fifth
centuries when the students of Bayazid and Junayd of Baghdad entered this field. In Fergana,
Turkestan, the great elders were called ‘Baab’. Baab Omar was one of the Sufi Sheikhs of this city
who lived in the 5th century. Karramiyya consisted of a group of missionaries who appeared in
Khorasan in the third century AH. However, because they faced opposition from other Islamic
religions from the very beginning, they only worked in Khorasan until the beginning of the seventh
century AH. However, this group played a role in the spread of Islam among the non-Muslims,
including the Turks, by establishing schools and monasteries in a major part of the Islamic world, from
Fustat in Egypt to Syr Darya in Transoxiana, especially during the 4th century AH with the support of
the Ghaznavids. Of course, their concentration was more on Nishabur as the seat of Khorasan and the
cultural center of this region. After Nishabur, Herat became their center.

However, with all the tensions that the Karramiyya created among other religious groups, its role in
promoting Islam through praising and establishing educational institutions such as schools and
monasteries should be kept in mind. This group found supporters in all classes and disrupted the social
stratification and provided new social challenges in the direction of seeking justice.

In the analysis of the spread of Islam among the Turks of Central Asia, there were five related
factors: 1) The migration of mystics and the followers of the companions, 2) The support of local
rulers and especially the Samanids, 3) The existence of religious tolerance and tolerance, 4) The idea
of tolerance and love in Sufi traditions, and 5) the differences of opinion in Islamic religions.
According to this study, it can be said in response to the research question that since most of the
organized activities were carried out by Sadat through reciting the hadiths of the Prophet, teaching
theology and other Islamic sciences, playing socio-economic and military roles in Central Asia, then in
the institutionalization and localization of Islam in the mentioned region the Sadat’s role were more
prominent than others. This study can be a fresh motivation to deal with the issue of how to accept
Islam in response to the claim that the non-Arab people living in the newly conquered areas by the
Arabs were forced to convert to Islam.
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