Ale-Taha Institute of Higher Education

History of 1slamic Philosophy
Home Page: hpi.aletaha

Online ISSN: 2981-2097

Therole and place of reason in justifying religious beliefs
from the point of view of Allameh Tabatabai

and Thomas Aquinas

M ohsen | zadi ® Y= Amir Mahdi Shiri?

1. Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, University of Qom, Qom, Iran.

E-mail: m.izadi@qom.ac.ir

v. PHD student of theoretical foundations of Islam, University of Qom, Qom, Iran.

E-mail: amirmahdi.shiry @ gmail.com

Articlelnfo

ABSTRACT

Articletype:
Research Article

Article history:
Received 5 November
2023

Received in revised form
11 December 2023
Accepted 13 December
2023

Published online 20
February 2024

K eywords:

intellect, religious beliefs,
Allameh Tabatabai,
Thomas Aquinas.

Allameh considers the intellect to be the soul of human evidence,
and the heart is the soul of evidence, thus the receiver of revelation;
Self is evidence and it is referred to as heart or intellect. It is clear
that intellect in this application has a more general meaning than
theoretical and reasoning intellect. But Aquinas only believes in the
reasoning aspect of reason. According to the distinction that
Aquinas makes between revelation and reason, he considers the
most important common belief of Christianity, that is, the Trinity, to
be outside of rational perception, and emphasizes the primacy of
faith over reason. But Allameh, first of all, defines faith in the realm
of practical reason, secondly, he considers reasoning and theoretical
reason to be prior to faith. The common denominator of Allameh
and Aquinas is that they believe about the place of reason in
justifying religious beliefs; Many religious beliefs, above all, the
proof of God's existence, can be justified by reason (proof),
secondly, reason and religion are the gateway to the world of truth
and are the reason for guiding people to reach happiness. Both
philosophers use Aristotelian rational-argumentative philosophy to
prove religious truths. In this article, we will examine the views of
these two philosophers about the place of reason in the justification
of religious beliefs with analytical and descriptive methods.
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Extended Abstr act

Introduction

Throughout the history, all the hypotheses have traveled a long way from
the beginning of the design to the proof: for example, the hypothesis of
the sphericity of the earth was proposed by Pythagoras six centuries
before Christ, and Ptolemy and Archimedes, Aristotle and many others
have tried to prove it, and twenty one a century after its design, Galileo
died to prove it, a truth available to mankind that took twenty-two
centuries to prove. But how will it be about statements that have a
transcendental source? How much attention will be given to statements
that claim to provide human happiness? It is obvious that the most
controversy will be about issues whose content is of importance and
concern for all mankind and three directions can be extracted from this
content. The issue of religion and issues related to religion have the most
doubts and controversies because they are about propositions that are
superior to nature or we are superior to human understanding. In the sense
that it calls all human beings and its content is related to all human
beings. In the sense that it is about all human behaviors and all aspects of
human life. Allameh Tabataba'i and Thomas Aquinas excelled in this
matter in two ways; scientifically and historically. From the scientific
point of view, Allamah Jame is all religious sciences, because they have
explored two topics: Tafsir al-Mizan about the Qur'an, which is the
content of revelation, as well as the principles of philosophy and the
method of realism, the end of wisdom, the beginning of wisdom, and
other books whose content is intellect and It is the limit of human
perception. The comprehensive book on the theology of Thomas is one of
the main reference books for understanding Christianity, for scholars of
Christianity. In this article, a comparative study of the place of reason in
the justification of religious beliefs will be discussed from the point of
view of Allameh Tabatabai and Thomas Aquinas.

Method

In this article, we will examine the views of these two philosophers about
the place of reason in the justification of religious beliefs with analytical
and descriptive methods.

Findings
The findings showed that, from Allameh Tabatabai's point of view,
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intellect is a faculty by which a person can recognize good and evil, right
and wrong, provided that he is healthy and not dominated by anger, lust,
greed and pride. One of the most important areas for distinguishing
between right and wrong, good and evil, in which a person should use his
intellect, is religious beliefs and issues. From Allameh Tabatabai's point
of view, except for some matters of worship (which reason may not be
able to know all their secrets and mysteries) and the nature of God (which
is not a place for reason in any way) and also some descriptions of the
world of the hereafter (which, although opposed to reason) they are not,
but they may be irrational), the human mind can reason in all other
matters and accept or reject them with arguments and arguments or
provide a rational explanation of them. Thomas Aquinas, who is a
Christian philosopher and in The proof of God's existence uses
intellectual proofs, by sanctifying reason and rationality, he believes in a
lofty position for this innate and God-given power. Until we believe, we
will not understand. He considers the role of reason to lead to the primacy
of faith. However, Aquinas does not consider reason and religion to be
two distinct and unconnected fields, but considers the realm of both to be
mixed. Aquinas uses reason to justify many religious propositions, but
with the description of this Christian philosopher, he believes that from
the point of view of Christianity, some of the principles of faith of
Christianity (especially the Trinity) are transcendental. Although both
philosophers have commonalities such as great adherence to the religion
they believe in and use of reason and philosophy to justify religious
beliefs, and both philosophers and theologians praised Aristotelian
philosophy and used it for their religious purposes. But at the same time,
they have important differences regarding the place of reason in justifying
religious beliefs.

Conclusion

Aquinas believes that before using reason and rationality in some
religious issues (especially the Trinity) one should believe in them, but
Allameh Tabatabai not only does not believe in such precedence, but
considers reason and rationality as an integral part of faith in many
religious issues. Knows Of course, it seems that the principle of the
Trinity (which is completely irrational) was the most important
motivation for Christian philosophers to consider faith over reason. Both
of them believe that morality is a matter of the soul that is permanently
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created in man, and morality is in accordance with human nature, which
the intellect has the ability to understand, and it is in accordance with
God's orders and the influence of moral affairs on the individual and
society. Allameh introduces four principles for ethics, which are: chastity,
courage, wisdom and justice, unlike Thomas who introduces ethics in
acquiring virtue.
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