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Abstract
There is a famous correspondence between Abu Sa‘id Abu al-
Khair and Ibn Sina in which the former claims that the
syllogistic is suffering from vicious circle and the latter tries to
eny the accusation. About this correspondence, two studies
have been conducted so far, which are mostly historical and do
not provide satisfactory logical clarity to the discussion. The
current essay, in addition to trying to remove this shortcoming,
adds four new points to the discussion: (1) Contrary to some
appearances of the text, Ibn Sina presents two interpretations
of the same solution, not two separate solutions. (2) Ibn Sina's
solution can be considered based on the distinction between
Essentialistic and Actualistic Propositions. (3) Ibrahim Noi's
claim - who says that no logician has proposed such a solution
except for Naini - will no longer be acceptable. (4) Some of the
historical ~ background  of  Fakhr  al-Din  Razi's
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Essentialistic/Actualistic distinction, and its application in
Syllogistic by Shams al-Din Samargandji, will be revealed.

Key words: Abu Sa‘id Abu al-Khair, Ibn Sina, vicious circle,
Essentialistic Propositions , Actualistic Propositions

Extended Abstract

It is attributed to Abu Sa‘1d Abul Khair (440-357 AH), a famous Sufi of the 4th
and 5th centuries of Hijri, who wrote letters and even had a meeting with
Ibn Sina. Yahya Mahdavi, in the Bibliography of Ibn Sina, has mentioned
eleven of these letters, at the top of which is a letter about Syllogism. This
letter was edited and published by Mohammad Taqi Daneshpajoh (1332),
along with an introduction, under the title "Avicenna's response to Sheikh
Abu Sa‘id Abi al-Khair" in the first issue of Farhang Iranzmin magazine. In this
letter, Abu Sa‘id criticizes Syllogistic with a language that is more
epistemological than logical, like a skeptic. The summary of his criticism is
that the Syllogistic is based on the Barbara and it is subject to vicious circle.

There have been two researches about this letter so far. One is the
Daneshpajoh's introduction, which has a historical tone and is devoid of
logical analysis; And the other is the article of Ebrahim Noui (1386), under
the title "The vicious circle in the first figure of Syllogistic in the words of
Abu Sa‘1d Ibn Abi Al-Khair and Ibn Sina's and others' responses to it", which
tries to fully understand the background of the Abu Sa‘id’s paradox, listing
and evaluating the different solutions. None of these two articles provide a
complete logical clarity, neither to Abu Sa‘id’s problem, nor to Ibn Sina's
solution. The current essay, however, in addition to trying to fix this
shortcoming, tries to open new horizons on the discussion.

Although Fakhr al-Din al-Razi is the first logician who clearly proposes
the separation of Essentialistic and Actualistic Propositions and uses these
two terms officially, we can see backgrounds and streaks - sometimes faint
and sometimes bold - of this separation in Aristotle, Farabi, and Avicenna.
In our opinion, one of the places where Ibn Sina mentions this distinction -
of course, without using Razi's term - is the solution he gives to Abu Sa‘id’s
Eroblem. Abu Sa‘id claims that every universal proposition can only be

nown through the knowledge of its particular propositions, and Finally
through the knowledge of the singular propositions included in it. Ibn Sina,
however, believes in differentiation and says that some universal
propositions are such and some are not. He explains this separation, due to
the conceptual gap, through the concepts available to him, i.e. induction and
proof: the know‘%d e of the universal propositions resulting from the
induction is dependent on the knowledge of the singular propositions
included in them, but the knowledge of the universal propositions resulting
from the demonstration is not.
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