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Abstract

Afzal al-Din Kashani’s works on logic have not been that much
studied neither by the succedent logicians in the tradition nor
by the contemporary researchers, although his philosophical
work is recently rediscovered for its innovative and
revolutionary views. From the technical point of view, it
seems that, his works on logic contain no novelties and is
rather merely pedagogical. However, those works are not
without remarkable philosophical insights. In this paper, I
wish to extract some of those insights with respect to the
foundations of logic and show the link between them and the
overall philosophy of Afzal al-Din. My main thesis is that Afzal

* Ph.D in Philosophy, University of Paris 1, Panthéon-Sorbonne.

E-mail: m.shafiyi@gmail.com
Received date: 30% 8/2023 Accepted date: 8/9/2023


mailto:javidankherad@irip.ac.ir
tel:+982167238208

VEoY dbowﬁ)}ﬂlﬂ K23 a)La.«.i': = u‘.b_jt;- VY

al-Din Kashani’s philosophy has to be understood as a kind of
subjectivism whose main theme is self-consciousness.
Subjectivism would have specific impacts on logic, and even if
it does not necessitate a revision in logic, offers
interpretations of logical concepts which are different from
the conceptions put forward by realism, which takes an
1extensionalist approach with respect to the foundations of
ogic.

In this paper, 1 discuss the non-extensionalist, in particular
the dialogical, explanation of the foundations of logic offered
by Afzal al-Din Kashani.

Key words: Afzal al-Din Kashani, Self-consciousness, Dialogical
logic, Intuitionistic logic, Subjectivism.

Extended Abstract

Afzal al-Din Kashani’s (12" century AD) works on logic have not been that
much studied neither by the succedent logicians in the tradition nor by the
contemporary researchers, although his philosophical work is recently
rediscovered for its innovative and revolutionary views. From the
technical point of view, it seems that, his works on logic contain no
novelties and are rather merely pedagogical. However, those works are not
without remarkable philosophical insights. In this paper, I wish to extract
some of those insights with respect to the foundations of logic and show
the link between them and the overall philosophy of Afzal al-Din. My main
thesis is that Afzal al-Din Kashani’s philosophy has to be understood as a
kind of subjectivism whose main theme is self-consciousness. Subjectivism
would have specific impacts on logic, and even if it does not necessitate a
revision in logic, offers interpretations of logical concepts which are
different from the conceptions put forward by realism, which takes an
extensionalist approach with respect to the foundations of logic.

In this paper, I will discuss briefly the trend of subjectivism in the
Islamic civilization and then reconsider Baba Afzal’s ideas from this point
of view. In the next section I study the consequences of subjectivism to
one’s conception of logic. In this way I will mention intuitionistic logic and
examine its links to subjectivistic and transcendental philosophy. Then I
will introduce dialogical logic as devised by Paul Lorenzen and Kuno
Lorenz. In the final section, by means of a comparative study, I elaborate
Baba Afzal’s view which offers a dialogical understanding of the basic
elements of logic.

Before Al-Ghazali (11" century), Nafs (self or soul) is regarded as the
substance who governs body, by philosophers. In the other words the
essence of nafs for the philosophers was not self-consciousness but its
governance over body. Sufis, on the other hand, consider nafs as the center
of vices, and thus the lowest stage among human’s inner stages, below the
heart, intelligence, spirit and the others. That al-Ghazali considers as the
essence of Self its thinking, memory, discerning, observation and receiving
the knowledge, instead of its body-managing, is a significant turn in the
conception of self. However, the succedent writers in the tradition of
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Islamic subjectivist philosophy made it clear that all those faculties are
aspects of self-consciousness not its forming parts. Those writers
emphasizes that to know the Ego is not to know something among other
things, or by means of the other things, but it is knowledge from which the
possibilities of any kind of knowledge are issued and from which the
methodological constituents of philosophy and science should be
extracted.

One of the concepts whose explanation within the subjectivist view is
very different from that in the objectivism, or realism, is truth. Truth is the

hilosophy of consciousness is understood as an experience of the
transcendental) ego with its own peculiarities. In the other words, truth is
not rendered to a merely extensional relation. This may affect our
understanding of logic as well.

In this paper, I discuss the non-extensionalist, in particular the
dialogical, explanation of the foundations of logic offered by Afzal al-Din
Kashani, and show the hitherto unnoticed link of this part of Baba Afzal’s
work with his overall philosophy.
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