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1. Introduction

Heidegger's character as one of the most influential philosophers of the 20th century is obvious to
everyone, but this is not true for Bergson. Although Bergson was a notable philosopher at the
beginning of the 20th century, his stardom began to decline very soon. At the end of the 20th century,
his name was mentioned only in books on the history of philosophy. Given the impact that Bergson
had on philosophy during his lifetime, it is surprising how quickly he was forgotten after his death.
Meanwhile, instead of putting Bergson's philosophy in the center of philosophical attention, French
philosophers turned their attention to Heidegger's philosophy and Husserl's phenomenology. These
philosophers dealt with phenomenology, existentialism, structuralism, and other such issues and
considered Bergson's philosophy to be on the same level as traditional metaphysics and among the
outdated issues. “Bergson, like most profound thinkers, is someone who can inspire and provoke; he
is someone who, if we listen carefully, if we pay attention, can open up new worlds inside of us; he is
someone who can prompt us to reexamine many of our most cherished philosophical assumptions. Do
not, therefore, take Bergson lightly. This is philosophy with a kick, philosophy that might, little by
little, rearrange your comfortable mental world in unexpected ways.” (Barnard 2011: xxiii)

Recently, attention to Bergson's philosophy has been given renewed attention due to his work on
Gilles Deleuze and his influence on cinema. The scope of this research has been expanded to include
Heidegger's works, and Bergson's influence on the formation of Heidegger's philosophy has become
more evident. The scope of this research has even been extended to Heidegger's works, and Bergson's
role in the formation of Heidegger's philosophy has become more evident. There was a place for such
research in Iran because Heidegger has a special place for Iranians, and it would be nice to know a
little more about the roots of his thinking. The subject of “time" plays a central role in the philosophy
of both Heidegger and Bergson, and such a thing cannot be the result of an accident. “Bergson and
Heidegger certainly have much to say about time: temporality is the focus of Bergson’s Time and
Free Will (1910) and of Heidegger’s Being and Time (1962), and it remains a central issue in almost
everything they write. Each seems to go to great lengths to articulate a determinate conception of
time that does justice to the temporal phenomena all of us encounter immediately in our everyday
experience. And, as difficult as their arguments sometimes are to follow, each appears to lay out his
position on time in a quite straightforward way, putting forth a series of interconnected claims of the
form “‘time is X’” and “‘time is not Y*’.” (Gilbert-Walsh, 2010: 174)

“As Heidegger has suggested in What Is Called Thinking?, we can learn thinking only by
unlearning what thinking has traditionally been. Bergson can help us do this.” (Guerlac, 2006: ix) In
this research, it is not claimed that Heidegger owes his thoughts on the subject of time only to
Bergson, but the claim is to show that Bergson played a critical role in the formation of the concept
of time in Heidegger's philosophy.

After studying theology, the young Heidegger devoted his first philosophical work to logical
problems. After the publication of Husserl's book Logical Investigations in 1901, Heidegger was one
of the students who became interested in this work, and under the guidance of his professor, he wrote
his doctoral dissertation under the title The Doctrine of Judgment in Psychology in 1914. In this
dissertation, Heidegger understood the subject of history and its importance in thinking. After this, on
July 27, 1915, in a speech entitled "The Concept of Time in Historical Science," for the first time, he
addressed the subject of time, but this reference to time was still far from his critical view in the book
Being and Time.

After Heidegger raises the priority of the question of Being in the book Being and Time, he
considers it the essential duty of Dasein to address this question. The concept of temporality as one of
the fundamental characteristics of Dasein allows humans to access the horizons determined by the
being of Dasein. It is only with time thinking that the question of being can be raised beyond the
subjective being and beyond the will of humans. For this purpose, it should be known that it is not
possible to access being through ordinary and common time. In Being and Time, Heidegger mentions
the name of Bergson next to the name of Aristotle after distinguishing between ordinary time and
temporality:
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“For this to become clear we need an original explication of time as the horizon of the understanding
of being, in terms of temporality as the being of Da-sein which understands being. This task as a
whole requires that the concept of time thus gained be distinguished from the common understanding
of it. The latter has become explicit in an interpretation of time which reflects the traditional concept
that has persisted since Aristotle and beyond Bergson.” (Heidegger, 2001: 16)

After referring to Aristotle at the beginning of Being and Time, Bergson's name is mentioned as the
last philosopher belonging to the Aristotelian tradition, which makes the question arise as to why this
title isn't given to Husserl, Hegel, or even Dilta, who are the subjects of their thoughts in Being and
Time is Heidegger's concern, doesn't it belong? To know the reason for choosing Bergson as the last
heir of the Aristotelian tradition, it is better to look a little more closely at the relationship between
Heidegger and Bergson.

At the beginning of Heidegger's work, in the lecture "The Concept of Time in the Science of
History" (1915), we can see the traces of Bergson and his influence on Heidegger's thoughts.
Bergson's keywords are evident in Heidegger's early works. Here, he distinguishes between the
concept of time used in empirical sciences -especially in physics- with the concept of time required
by the science of history. This distinction of Heidegger reminds the reader of Bergson's distinction in
the book Time and Free Will between time as homogeneous units used in the physical sciences with
experiences of pure duration. Of course, Heidegger very soon expresses his concern about Bergson's
philosophy of life, especially in the matter that he does not consider Bergson's method suitable for
understanding life. In the article "Comments on Karl Jaspers’ Psychology of Worldviews," published
in 1920, and two series of lectures after that in the same year under the titles "Basic Problems of
Phenomenology" and "Phenomenology of Intuition and Expression” he explained his problem with
the issue that life cannot be understood by concept. Later, in 1924, in the lecture "The Concept of
Time," Heidegger again, influenced by Bergson's point of view, distinguishes between measurable
time or clock time and his interpretation of the original experience of time, where Heidegger plants
the seeds of his thinking about time as temporality and latter talks about it in Being and Time.
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