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1. Introduction
One of the topics and theories that gained special importance among Avristotle's followers during the history of
philosophy from Aristotle onwards is the topic of "Intellect". Aristotle states characteristics such as immateriality
and non-passive and free from compounding for intellect, which is why there are different interpretations of
active intellect in the history after Aristotle. Some like Iskandar Aphrodisi considered it a super-soul truth and
separate from human, and some like Farabi and Ibn Sina placed it in the ranks of existence in the chain of
intellects in the last intellect, which can be the creator of images and also the reason for the existence of beings
under the moon and the reason for the existence of beings in darkness and corruption. Therefore, this issue
becomes important that according to Ibn Bajjah, what is the truth of Active Intellect? Is it a part of the soul or
something different and separate, and what is its relationship with the soul? And what is its position in terms of
ontology and epistemology?
In his numerous treatises, Ibn Bajja spoke about active intellect and intellect. The subject of intellect has an
important place in Ibn Bajjah's philosophy, whether in epistemology, correct knowledge is with intellect, or in
the field of anthropology, where human happiness is in connection with active intellect and morality is based on
intellect. According to him, the active intellect can be discussed from two aspects, one in relation to the purpose
of man; And the other, regardless of the end of man, addressed the essence and truth of the active intellect. The
most important concern of this research is to understand the issue of the truth of the active intellect, which will
clarify its epistemological and ontological position.
2.Method

In order to investigate this issue and answer the questions raised, first we explain the cogitative soul, then we
discuss the levels of intellect and what is the active intellect in Ibn Bajjah, and finally we analyze and examine it.
The article is written with a descriptive-analytical method.
3.Results
"Images” and its types play an important role in Ibn Bajeh's philosophy. In Tadbir Al-Mutawhid, Ibn Bajeh
divides spiritual forms into different types. Ibn Bajeh places the active intellect and the acquired intellect in the
same category of spiritual forms and emphasizes on distinguishing these two from the "forms of rotating bodies"
(Aqoul al-Falki).
We expressed the intellect in three issues: 1. The ratio of the cognitive soul and the intellect; 2. The position of
ontology and epistemology of active intellect; 3. Unity and plurality of intellect. Ibn Bajjah did not directly
discuss the first issue and whether the active intellect is a part of the cognitive soul or not; It is possible to find
an article as a part of the cognitive soul, and as something separate from the soul in the position of the giver, an
article can be found in the works of lbn Bajjah.

Regarding the second issue of the active intellect in the ontological position that gives existence to things, Ibn
Bajjah in his philosophical treatises on the subject of grace and human reason and the second senses vaguely
proposes a topic that is indicative of the ontological and existence-giving position of the active intellect. Active
intellect not only gives knowledge, but connecting with it is the goal and human perfection and human
happiness; It is also the giver of existence to elements and creatures. There is a lot of ambiguity and complexity
in his statement, and he vaguely explains how this existence is given to creatures in creation and corruption.
Regarding the position of epistemology, the active intellect gives images to the human intellect and also gives
imaginary images to animals: 1. The agent of actualizing perceptions; 2. giving knowledge according to the
talent of the recipients; 3. Being connected to him is the cause of human happiness and perfection.
Regarding the third issue, 1bn Bajjah examines the discussion of the unity and plurality of the intellect from two
different directions: one, in terms of "levels of intellect” from the closest order to the first intellect to the farthest
one, which is human intellect, includes a kind of plurality in the world of intellects. The other is because of the
unity of intellect, the material intellect is plural, and the actual and Acquired intellect and the active intellect are
one. Therefore, the plurality of intellects and its unity can be summed up in Ibn Bajjah’s view.
4.Conclusion
Ibn Bajjah has a dual approach in the theory of active intellect and what it is in terms of being independent from
humans or being a part of the soul, according to the duties that are considered for active intellect. Tasks of the
active intellect on a case-by-case basis 1. Leaving the faculty to actual with the efficacy of the active intellect; 2.
giving reasonable forms to intellect; 3. The extension of reasonableness to acquired intellect; 4. Subject of
material (hayoulaii) reasoning; 5. The giver of images according to the talent of the receivers; 6. The inventor of
all the details in the world of corruption; 7. Giving insight to the acquired intellect... Part of these tasks defines
the epistemological position of the active intellect. On the one hand, Ibn Bajjah active intellect is the giver of



Whatness of ""Active Intellect" in Ibn Bajjah's Theory of Intellect 129

existence to forms and objects, and the giver of the forms of objects to the acquired intellect, as well as the giver
of forms in the world of the sensible. regarding the unity and multiplicity of the active intellect, he believes in
active intellect is one in terms of reason and reasonableness. he believes that reason is one and its works are
numerous.
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