3@."]—? /g ::7}‘ Philosophical Meditations @

PR R

A

Print 1IBSN. 2226-5263 Qnlihe |BEN 2588-36156 Univarsity
Zanjan

The Evaluation of Crusius's criticism of Leibniz's:

Theory of Possible Worlds

Behrouz Asadi®® 112 | Mohammad Karami?

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Education, Kermanshah University of Medical Sciences,
Kermanshah, Iran. B_asadi@kums.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Education, Kermanshah University of Medical Sciences,
Kermanshah, Iran. mohammad.karami@kums.ac.ir

Article Info:

Avrticle type:
Research Article

history:
Received:
2022/4/21
Received:
2022/9/8
Accepted:
2022/9/28
Published:
2022/11/29

Keywords:

Theodicy, the best
possible world, the
principle of sufficient
reason, the principle of
the best, Hypothetical
necessity, divine
freedom.

Abstract: Leibniz's concern in proposing the theory of the best possible

world was to defend the absolute attributes of God against evil arguments.
According to him, based on the absolute attributes of God, the current
possible world, as the requirement of God's attributes, should be the best
possible world. However, according to Crusius, Leibniz's belief about the
best possible world is due to its dependence on the divine absolute
attributes. The inviolability of the divine will from the requirements of
these attributes and the sovereignty of the principle of sufficient Reason
over the behavior of all beings, including God, challenges the divine will
and is morally dangerous. Crusius also considers this concept, firstly, as
"impossible" and, secondly, as "unprovable™ by analyzing the concept of
"the best possible world." Therefore, he suggests that we consider the
existing world as a "very good" world and not the best possible world.
Awareness of Crusius's criticisms of the principle of sufficient Reason,
Hypothetical Necessity, and Leibniz's principle of the best are very
important in understanding his point of view. Of the advantages of
Crusius's view are realism, the more ability of the “very good" world to
justify evil, and the ease of understanding his view on the issue of free will.
Against these, superficial understanding of the concept of freedom and
lack of attention to the application of divine attributes, especially the
attribute of divine knowledge and its influence on the direction and
limitation of God's free will in the creation of creatures are the
disadvantages of Crusius's view on free will. The innovation of the
following writing is the explanation of Crusius's novel point of view, the
mentioned advantages and disadvantages.
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ntroduction In  traditional

theology, one of the concerns of
philosophers and theologians is
the justification of evil in the
world, along with the belief in
the application of divine
attributes. According to them,
based the Absolute attributes of
God, the actual world, which
arises from the necessity of his
essence, is the best possible
world. Although the belief in the
best possible world is rooted in
ancient Greece and the thought
of philosophers such as Plato
and Aristotle, it was first
proposed by Leibniz in the form
of the theory of divine justice
(Theodicy). In contrast this,
some deniers with the argument
of evil and the challenging effect
of the world's evil on the
absolute attributes of God, in an
extreme approach, considered it
a sign of God's absence, or at
least the absence of some divine
attributes. But in the meantime,
a third group of thinkers are
trying to defend the position of
traditional theology in believing
in the absolute attributes of God

while  criticizing  Leibniz's
argument of the best world.
Therefore, their attempt is to
present  another  theodicy
different from Leibniz's
theodicy in order to weaken the
arguments of the deniers.
Christian August Crusius is one
of the representatives of this
third category. The aim of the
current research is to explain,
criticize, and evaluate Crusius
view.

!“».ethodology: This research is

based on the library method.
But there were some limitations
In conducting the research.
Firstly, due to the fact that
Crusius was German, it was not
possible to easily access the first-
class sources. Secondly, few of
his works have been translated
into English, and of course none
of them have been translated
into Farsi language. Therefore, |
tried to translate and study
related English sources that
explain his point of view.

indings: Crusius, focusing on
the concept of "Freedom of
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Choice” among the two
categories of theories in this
matter, i.e. the theory of "
Freedom based on the principle
of alternative possibilities" and
the theory of "Freedom based on
the principle of initiative",
evaluated the first point of view
correctly.  Crusius  believed
Leibniz's view in believing in the
theory of the best possible world
causes Leibniz to have no choice
but to adopt the theory of
“freedom based on the principle
of initiative" which is the same
view of Spinoza in this field.
Therefore, he tries to show that
the belief in the bestness of the
actual world and  the
dependence of this issue on the
absolute and inherent attributes
of God deprives God of freedom
of action in creating a world
different from the current
world.  Therefore,  Crusius
believes in the rule of two
important principles of
Leibnizian metaphysics over
God's actions, which are the
principle of sufficient reason
and the principle of the best in
designing the theory of the best

possible world. It deprives him
of one of the divine perfections,
Freedom of Choice. On the
other hand, believing in the
theory of the best possible world
iIs a sign of optimism and
ignoring the actual evil in the
world, and based on this,
Crusius evaluates the argument
of the best possible world as a
fallacy of optimism.

iscussion and Conclusion:

Crosius's point of view about
knowing "very good" and not
knowing the best of the current
world has the advantage of
showing Crusius not as a
philosophical optimist but as a
moderate realist. In his opinion,
the distance between two
concepts "of very good" and
"the best" is the reason for the
emergence of evil in the world.
Therefore, the strength of his
point of view is in justifying evil
despite the belief in the absolute
attributes of God. Adopting
such a point of view will cause
deniers such as the designers of
the evil argument not to be able
to easily eliminate the defenders
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of traditional theology by
accusing them of philosophical
optimism and will emphasize
their  realistic  position  of
atheism.
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