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Since Vattimo's interpretation of Nietzsche requires examining the views of Heidegger and
Dilthey as his main points, Therefore, in this article, we intend to first mention Heidegger's
interpretation of Nietzsche, as the last metaphysical philosopher of the West, in which
Heidegger to justify his goal; which is a re-evaluation of the history and experience of the
West, deals with Nietzsche's interpretation. Then, briefly, we discuss Dilthey's
interpretation of Nietzsche, as a philosopher of life, in which the closeness of Heidegger's
and Nietzsche's thinking is emphasized. In the end, by explaining Vatimo's interpretation
of Heidegger's Nietzsche, we show that, contrary to Heidegger's opinion, by examining
Nietzsche's interpretation of modern nihilism and its connection with postmodern nihilism,
he calls him the first postmodern philosopher. And it shows that it is Nietzsche who should
be read as the first postmodern philosopher, not Heidegger, and the reason for these
different perceptions and interpretations presented by Nietzsche, itself expresses the
sensitive position of Nietzsche's philosophy at the end of metaphysics.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

By examining the various interpretations presented on Nietzsche's thought, we realize that
Heidegger's interpretation of Nietzsche is undoubtedly one of the most important interpretations
which has had tremendous effects on the reading of Nietzsche in different philosophical schools.
By presenting a special interpretation of Nietzsche, Heidegger sought to define his position among
Western philosophers. Hence, Heidegger considers Nietzsche as one of the greatest critics of
metaphysics, who is caught in the trap of metaphysics by accepting the correspondence theory of
truth, and after that, by connecting Nietzsche's claim of truth with nihilism and the technological
attitude of the modern era to the world, he tries to use Nietzsche's thought for the benefit of his
philosophy by creating inconsistency between Nietzsche's opinion and practice regarding truth and
metaphysics. In his interpretation of Nietzsche, Heidegger presents him as the last metaphysical
philosopher of the West who formulates being as a will to power. He examines Nietzsche's main
doctrines such as the will to power, eternal return, nothingness, superman, God is dead, truth and
revenge to show that they reveal the reality of the existence of humans and things in the world.
Most of the strength of Heidegger's analysis of Nietzsche can be seen in its unique feature that it
systematically explains Nietzsche's entire thought, and uses methods to show the harmony between
his various teachings. They mutually strengthen and enlighten each other. Hence, Heidegger's
claim that Nietzsche is the last philosopher of metaphysics depends on the success of this
affirmation. According to Heidegger, metaphysician means to speak in a regular manner in the
discussion of traditional problems of philosophy from the point of view of a single understanding
of the "being of beings" (in the case of Nietzsche, the will-to-power).

In Vattimo's opinion, Nietzsche's texts invalidate Heidegger's interpretation at first sight and to
some extent confirm the correctness of previous interpretations, including Wilhelm Dilthey's
interpretation. Dilthey's interpretation provides the background for the closeness of Nietzsche's and
Heidegger's thought and shows that Nietzsche's and Heidegger's thought are similar in basic
matters such as the closeness of philosophy and literature or the combination of philosophy with
the reflection on the history of culture. Our intention in this article is not to try to deal with Dilthey's
thinking and our entry into his philosophy is based on Vattimo's own thinking.

Therefore, we intend to show Nietzsche's and Heidegger's thought based on Vattimo's thinking
that although the position of Nietzsche's philosophy is at the end of metaphysics, this does not
make him the last philosopher of metaphysics. Vattimo is one of those Heideggerians who are
opposed to Heidegger, who, in contrast to Heidegger's interpretation of Nietzsche, tries to introduce
him as the first postmodern philosopher who considered culture and civilization as the central issue
of his philosophy and was not interested in metaphysics. He considered it a sign of the decline of
humanity. By criticizing the metaphysical roots and exposing its nihilistic nature, he was at the end
of the path of modern thought, and with the kind of plan of philosophy and the claim of the
philosopher of the future, he became the pioneer of post-modern thinking and the harbinger of post-
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modern philosophy. Vattimo's philosophy can be considered a combination of themes in the
thought of Nietzsche, Heidegger, hermeneutics and postmodernism. This shows the undeniable
closeness of Nietzsche's and Heidegger's thinking, in which Vattimo examines them together to
reveal their basic similarities and use each as a tool to modify the other, so that the theory of
ontology to develop contemporary hermeneutics.

Conclusion

Considering the position of Nietzsche's philosophy, which is at the end of Western metaphysics,
different perceptions and interpretations of him have been presented. On the one hand, Heidegger
mentions him as the last philosopher of metaphysics, and on the other hand, Vattimo and most
postmodernists, especially French thinkers such as Derrida, Foucault and Deleuze, mention him as
the first postmodern philosopher. The most important reason for such a reading can be seen in the
fact that Nietzsche's thought was a transition from modern philosophy to postmodern thoughts.
Therefore, by examining Heidegger's Nietzsche and Vattimo's Nietzsche, we face two different
readings of Nietzsche, which are completely opposite to each other. Heidegger's interpretation of
Nietzsche is not among the usual interpretations that only aims to explain and interpret Nietzsche's
thought, but he benefits from his interpretation as a means to reach his goal, which was to discover
the history of the West. Vattimo believes that Dilthey's interpretation, unlike Heidegger's,
emphasizes the similarity between Nietzsche's and Heidegger's thought in the similitude of
philosophy and literature, but this does not simply mean limiting himself to Nietzsche's literary and
cultural criticism, but beyond that, he, along with most Heideggerians, decided to refer to
Nietzsche's texts in order to oppose Heidegger's interpretation. Vattimo is one of those Heideggers
who are opposed to Heidegger, who, on the one hand, by examining the connection between
nihilism and metaphysics, which led to the negation of all metaphysical teachings, And on the other
hand, considering the connection between nihilism and postmodernism, as baseless, he concluded
that Nietzsche is not only one of the main theorists of nihilism in modernity, But he is also
considered one of the main pioneers of the theory of postmodernity in the philosophical tradition.
Therefore, this means that Nietzsche's thought, contrary to Heidegger's interpretation, contains
large elements that can be called post-modern in retrospect.
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