The Human Place in Descending and Ascending Arcs in the Theology of

Aristotle (Uthulujiyya)

Hassan Abbasi Hosseinabadi

Associated Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Payam-e Noor University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:

abasi.1374@yahoo.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 22 June 2023

Received in revised form 16
December 2023

Accepted 06 January 2024

Published online 20 March
2024

Keywords:
human, soul,
descending arc, ascending arc

hhhuluiiyya,.

This questionwhat human truth is? And what components it has, is expressed
and answered in Uthulujiyya. Therefore, in this research, we want to examine
the place of human in the arc of descent and the arc of ascent and answer these
questions: how does human have a hierarchy in the arc of descent and ascension,
and what does hierarchy in the arc of descent, and what are the ways to return in
the ascending arc? The author of Uthulujiyya introduces thinking Soul as the
truth of man and examines the encounter of a rational and thinking man with
existence in the material world as well as the world of intellects, and it explains
the purpose of the creation of the soul in the material world in the cycle of the
arc of descent and ascension. He presents the three stages of human's intellectual,
spiritual and sensual descent and introduces ways such as meditation and
spiritual effort to purify the soul in order to return to the original position. the
arc of descent into the system of grace and illuminations is from top to bottom,
and the soul of human is one of its hierarchies, and the soul of human takes the
way of return and ascent.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The question of human nature and its components is discussed in Aristotle's Theology,
(Uthulujiyya) which is not independent of the book’s discussions on the nature of the universe
and God. The human place within the universe is explored through philosophical psychology
and cosmology. Since the author of Theology discusses a triple categorization of humans in the
tenth mimar of the book, we examine the book’s discussion of human nature within the
descending arc (qaws al-nuzitil) and ascending arc (qaws al-su‘tid). Accordingly, the present
research explores the human place within descending and ascending arcs, addressing questions
such as the hierarchies of humans within these arcs, the degrees they traverse within the
descending arc, and the paths of return within the ascending arc.

Methodology
This research employs the descriptive and analytic methodology.
Findings

In Aristotle's Theology (Uthulujiyya), three degrees of humanity are discussed within the
descending arc: intellectual, psychic, and sensory.

The sensory human epitomizes the psychic human, which in turn epitomizes the intellectual
human. The psychic existence of humans resides within the universal soul, weaker than their
intellectual existence and distinct in terms of immateriality and perfection (Entezam 2005, 134-
35). In Theology of Aristotle Uthulujiyya), the intellectual human's components depend on the
world of intellect, where they coexist rather than being distinct and isolated organs. This unity
distinguishes the intellectual human from psychic and sensory humans, embodying the essence
of humanity. The intellectual human encompasses all aspects inherent in lower degrees of
humanity. The psychic human comprises three components: living, rational, and acting, bearing
traces of the intellectual human within. Life, rationality, and creative capacity serve as
manifestations of the intellectual human. The essence of humanity lies in its "soul" or "psyche,"
namely its rational soul, which embodies both life and thought. The sensory human represents
the material aspect within the natural world, connected to nature, body, and bodily needs, with
cognition geared toward the natural world and the body.

Humans within the ascending arc are explained in various ways through analogies:

(1) Endeavoring to liberate oneself from the material world and its attachments,
(2) through meditation,

(3) through seeking God’s pleasure and asking for forgiveness, and

(4) the analogy of climbing the mountain.

Conclusion

In the descending arc, the author of Theology of Aristotle (Uthulujiyya) discusses three human
degrees: intellectual, psychic, and sensory. The latter two are intertwined, with the soul or
psyche situated between reason (intellect) and sense. In the psychology section of the book, the
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three degrees—intellect, psyche, and sense—share the same attributes and characteristics,
although they vary in their existential capacities. During the return in the ascending arc, the
latter two degrees revert to their original place within the intellectual degree. This is because
the return to the first creator happens through the intellect..
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