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Concept of sublime has a long record. The record refers usually to ancient
Greece but in modern time emerged a challenge, That sublime debated under
aesthetics. Kant debated the sublime in his philosophy under aesthetics too.
Imagination has special importance in discussion of the sublime. This discussion
has other aspects in Kant's philosophy that we must regard to them. In critique
of pure reason, imagination participates with understanding and sense,
consequently in current interpretations Kant's work is epistemology; it provides
conditions of possibility of objectivity in first critique. But in Critique of the
Power of Judgment, imagination has a free operation in test judgment, it is in a
free harmony with understanding. In theory of the sublime, imagination has
relation with reason here feeling of the sublime is similar to morel feeling. Thus
it reveals the unity of total determination of man. Therefore we understand the
nature as exhibition of supersensible.

Cite this article: Salari, H., & Salmani, A. (2024). Relation between Imagination and the Sublime in Kant's Aesthetics.

Journal

of Philosophical

Investigations, 18 (46), 190-209.

http//doi.org/10.22034/JPIUT.2024.58669.3607

© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Tabriz.

http//doi.org/10.22034/JP1UT.2024.58669.3607



file:///C:/Users/PC/Downloads/salarihadisarv@gmail.com
salmani@basu.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2024.58669.3607
https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2024.58669.3607
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7519-7421
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0877-1566

Relation between Imagination and the Sublime in Kant's Aesthetics /Salari 191

Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the discussions of Kant's philosophy, especially the discussion of aesthetics is sublime.
A question that when thinking about aesthetics is why Kant puts the sublime under aesthetics?
The first answer can be that there were such discussions existed in Kant's time, but in addition
it is the capacity and capability this subject that Kant discusses about. What is important is the
relationship that the sublime has with the imagination and also the relationship that the sublime
has with the reason.

1. The record of the sublime

The history of discussion usually goes back to ancient Greece. The record of the sublime in
Greece means high (byog). In the beginning the concept of the sublime meant poetic passion.
Plato retains of the sublime and contemplates it in the sense of philosophical ecstasy. In his
treatise on the sublime, Longinus tries to return the concept of the sublime to poetry. In the
modern time, the concept of the sublime was re-considered through the translation of the treatise
of Longinus by Nicolas Boileau , and in the 18" century, an attempt was made to discuss the
sublime under aesthetics.

2. The sublime as an aesthetical judgment

Kant discusses aesthetic judgment based on the reflecting power of judgment. Aesthetic
judgment has two types of judgment, the first is the judgment of taste and the second is the
judgment of the sublime. The common denominator of the judgment of taste and the judgment
of the sublime is the reflecting power of judgment. Both judgments are delightful. Among the
differences, we can mention the negative pleasure in the sublime. We can also point out the
difference between beautiful and the sublime that beautiful has a form (face) but the sublime is
beyond not having form, but the sublime object may have a form or formless.

3. Imagination and the sublime

In the first critique, Kant conciders the function of imagination as an objectifying function. Kant
calls this act of imagination synthesis. This action produces knowledge. In the transcendental
deduction of the critique of pure reason Kant proposes a threefold synthesis. The threefold
synthesis is possibility of experience. In deduction A, these are the condition for the possibility
of experience which include sense, imagination, and apperception and such will be their work:
the synopsis of the manifold a priori through sense;2) the synthesis of this manifold through the
imagination; finally (A94/B127). In deduction B, the importance of imagination is reduced in
favor of understanding. The power of imagination becomes important again in the critique of
the power of judgment. The power of imagination expands in the sublime. It is limited at first,
but in connection with the ideas of the intellect, it is connected to the infinite. We are faced with
two types of judgments of the sublime; these two rulings are: the first is mathemathically
sublime and the second is dynamically sublime. We in the sublime mathematics need to obtain
a criterion for evaluation that gives the concept of absolute magnitude. This evaluation is an
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aesthetic evaluation that precedes any comparison. The function of imagination in the sublime
aesthetic evaluation of mathematics is different from the logical function of imagination in
mathematical evaluation. In the dynamically sublime we are faced with the understanding of
nature as power. The dynamically sublime creates a feeling of fear in us, but this does not hinder
our judgment. In the dynamically sublime, the aesthetic evaluation of the great is through the
power of nature. Here we realize our own limitation and connect to the infinite through the
ideas of reason. In connection with the infinite through rational ideas, everything in nature is
small compared to us . In this case, it seems feeling of the sublime is similar to morel feeling.
Thus it reveals the unity of total determination of man. Therefore we understand the nature as
exhibition of supersensible.
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! Nicolas Boileau

2 A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas of the Sublime and the Beautiful (first edition 1757).
? terror

* ruling principle
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! Prize Essay, Inquiry Concerning the Distinctness of the Principle of Natural Theology and Morality 1764
2 partially analyzable concepts

3 Observations on the feeling of the Beautiful and the Sublime 1764
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!unform

2 deformity

3 monstrosity
* deformed
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