Critical Analysis of the Human Condition in Kant's Dual Approach to Culture

Zohreh Saeidi

Assistant Professor, Institute of Culture, Art and Communication, Iran. E-mail: saeidi@ricac.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: In his works, Kant distinguished between natural and moral man, and he drew
Research Article a deep gap between natural man and moral man. To fill this gap, he has resorted

to cultural man, and he has also pointed out how culture and civilization have
developed throughout history. For Kant, culture plays the role of a bridge that
establishes a link between the natural state and the moral state. The cultural
situation in which mankind is located, while it is the achievement of human
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objective matter. Now the question is, how compatible are these two approaches
and how much does each of them contribute to the development of culture and
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and man have a contradictory nature in creating culture. In addition, the
contribution of man in the development of culture is small compared to the
contribution of nature.
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Extended Abstract

According to Kant, the human being is both the subject of culture and its object. Kant has shown
the subjectivity of man through the acquisitive approach to culture and he has expressed the
objectivity of man through the genetic approach to culture. In the genetic approach, culture is a
mechanical reaction to nature's practice that creates contrasts, obstacles and conflicts. The main
conflict created by nature is the duality of human nature. In the individual dimension, the duality
of human nature leads to the conflict of physical needs (happiness) with the rational desires
(ethics) of the human being. In the social dimension, the duality of human nature appears in a
characteristic of human, which is the sociability of the unsocial. However, these conflicts lead
people towards culture and civilization and lead to the rise of cultural man.

In the acquisitive approach, culture is the result of human subjectivity for the promotion of
reason and the result of human free will. Reason considers promotion of culture as its moral
duty and considers it as a middle way to promote moral ends. Cultural man is considered as a
mediation between natural man and moral man. Therefore, the only way to realize nature's will
to promote moral ends is the rational will of man, which gives a categorical command to
promote these ends. the subjectivity of human becomes bold and the agency of nature fades, in
this approach.

However, the determinism of nature is a serious obstacle for human subjectivity. Kant
appeals to the ultimate nature to overcome this obstacle. The ultimate nature is in harmony with
culture and morality, but it is still not considered a possibility for complete compatibility of
happiness and morality. Human being is only able to overcome the natural state and approach
the moral state through cultural growth and development. Human being will never be able to
establish complete harmony between nature and freedom, between natural needs and rational
demands, and between happiness and virtue. Therefore, there is a contradiction between the
task of promoting moral ends on the one hand and the impossibility of promoting moral ends
on the other hand.

To solve this contradiction, Kant appeals to the human kind. He makes us hope that moral
ends will be improved in human kind. The development of moral ends will happen through
many generations and through historical progress. In the movement of human kind towards
moral ends, nature not only accompanies man but also imposes its will on his will. In its action,
nature is more interested in human kind than human individuals. This is the human kind who
realizes the ends of nature throughout history and through many generations. The human
species as a whole is in which the human individual fades. For this reason, when Kant looks at
man as a species, he focuses on nature and its law, not on man and his actions. In this approach,
man is merely a part of nature that finds meaning in relation to it; Even the free actions of man
find meaning under the law of nature and the free actions are evaluated as a lawful movement
in the history of human kind. human subjectivity fades and nature's agency becomes bold, In
this approach. Therefore, the human is the object of culture rather than the subject of culture.
The human being can never create perfect harmony between morality and nature. Human being
is only able to achieve a middle state. This middle state is the culture and civilization that is
under the authority of nature.
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According to Kant, therefore, the growth and development of culture and civilization is a
common product of nature and freedom, which have a contradictory nature. Both nature and
human being want culture to progress and moral ends to be promoted, However, both nature
and human are obstacles in each other's path. Nature uses human abilities and evils to realize
its goals, and human being creates an obstacle against the goals of nature by abusing his abilities
and through his evils. Nature directs humans towards accepting the law and realizing peace
because human being has to accept the law in order to avoid harm and damage caused by evil,
violence and war. In the genetic approach, to solve this contradiction, it is referred to another
world, and in the acquisitive approach, it is referred to the end of history, which is realized in
the human species, but the failure of human beings in the years before the end of history is not
clarified. Before reaching the end of history, where the moral ends are supposed to be realized,
human being cannot achieve complete compatibility of morality with happiness. The last
generation of mankind is the only generation that will achieve the ultimate good. Previous
generations have to remain in the duality of nature and freedom, happiness and virtue, good and
evil.
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