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Abstract
Introduction: The theory of substantiality of human soul is one of

the fundamental view of the Avicenna’s philosophy. This issue is very
important because enable him to defend from doctrine of human
immortality and resurrection. The doctrine of human soul is one of the
innovations of Avicenna’s philosophy because according to Aristotle
view human nature is like to other material being and constitute of
matter (body) and form (soul) that penetrate to matter and mutually
dependant to each other and therefore the soul not able to exist after
dying and destroying of body. Avicenna try to solve this philosophical
problem and prove the doctrine of substantiality of human soul.

Method: By analysis of Avicenna’s proofs of substantially of
human soul, I am trying to find and clarify basic principles and
structure of these arguments and evaluating them according to the
knowledge of contemporary neuroscience and the philosophy of the
mind. Some of the Avicenna’s arguments for substantiality of human
soul are a priori and based on metaphysical and pure intellectual
preliminaries, and some other is based on phenomenological analysis
of consciousness and last group of his argument has builded up by
combining experimental data and rational principles. This composition
of argument and its consequences is describe and analyse in
comparison to some important of theory and fact in neuroscience and
philosophy of mind in comparative manner.
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Finding: According to my analysis, the most important and
powerful argument for substantiality of human soul is based on the
University of Intelligent Perception. The second type of argument is
based on phenomenological analysis of consciousness and this type of
argument, [ think, could be able to demonstrate the distinction
between intentional consciousness and matter of brain but has not
enough power to prove the substantiality of human soul; especially the
famous argument of Avicenna named argument of flying man is not
efficient for proving substantiality of human soul. However as
Chalmers pointed out there is a big explanatory gap between first
person intentional consciousness and third person study of brain
process and neuronal interaction as studied and explained by the
cognitive science. There is an important distinction between this two
view investigations. Avicenna’s theory is compatible to the view that
reject the identity of human soul and brain; but as John Searle
declared by the theory of non-event causality this distinction was not
equal to substantiality of human soul.

Conclusion: The doctrine of substantiality of human soul from the
Avicenna’s view is coherent and could be able to compatible for new
viewpoints of cognitive science and Philosophy of mind. Furthermore
this theory has potentiality for creating an update example of the
doctrine of dual substantiality of soul and body and therefore reinforce
the Divine Wisdom in word of philosophy. According to the
Avicenna’s view human soul has close relation to his body; this
philosophy has a precise description of power of soul and
corresponding location in the brain like memory and speech centre.
Power of intellect is a higher function of brain in Avicenna’s view and
this is compatible to recent theory of consciousness that is equal to
summation of neuronal interconnection and network.

Keyword: Avicenna, Human soul, Substantiality, Intellectual
perception, Mind, Consciousness.
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