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Abstract

Introduction: The international system in transition and the uncertainty
in it, has caused the dynamism of most regions in the world. The
South Caucasus region is not exempt from this situation. The 2020
Nagorno-Karabakh war and its subsequent develpements, especially
the 2023 Karabakh war, marked a path of no return for the South
Caucasus region, so these developments had a significant impact on
the actors of the South Caucasus.

Research question: What effect did the second and third Karabakh war
in the South Caucasus region between Armenia and Azerbaijan have
on the regional interests of the Islamic Republic of Iran?

Research Hypothesis: It is hypothesized that Nagorno-Karabakh war
in 2020 and 2023 respectively, has increased the dynamics of
competition, threat and escalation of tension against Iran, while there
are not many opportunities for it.

Methodology: In this article, a comparative research approach has
been used, which is realistic using a study model and the geopolitical
approach in the framework of regional studies. Using geopolitical
components such as politics, power, geography, economy
(geoeconomics), culture (geoculture), geopolitical relations and
balance of power. Data analysis is done in a descriptive-analytical
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way. The method of collecting information in this research is done by
the library method.

Results and discussion: Since the early 2000s, Russia’s policy towards
the Nagorno-Karabakh crisis has changed. Therefore, Russia's attitude
toward the South Caucasus has changed from a sphere of exclusive
Russian influence to a space in which it must both cooperate and
compete with other regional powers. Moscow prefers to cooperate
with Iran and mostly Turkey to respond to the growing challenges. In
this situation and due to the fact that Azerbaijan is close to Russia and
Armenia is far from Russia, the second Karabakh war started. But the
third Karabakh war took place in a situation where Russia's power
vacuum was evident in the South Caucasus after Moscow's
involvement in the Ukraine war. The Karabakh war of 2020 and 2023
in the national dimension between Azerbaijan and Armenia caused the
position of the victorious and defeated actors of the first Karabakh war
to be reversed. In the regional dimension, new geopolitical relations
and balance of power emerged in the South Caucasus.

Conclusion: The findings of the research proved the hypothesis raised
in the article. The 2020 and 2023 Karabakh war once again showed
the geopolitical dynamics of the South Caucasus. These wars have
significantly changed the geopolitical relations of regional players and
led to the formation of a new balance of power in the region.
Azerbaijan has strengthened and Armenia has become very weak.
However, with the cease-fire of the Second Karabakh War, Russia
was able to marginalize the western axis, which further weakened the
role of the West, the United States, the European Union and especially
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (Minsk
Group). But by entering the war with Ukraine and creating a power
vacuum in the South Caucasus region, Russia saw its power in this
region challenged by Turkey. In this way, the second and third
Karabakh war marked Turkey's return to the region and pushed Iran to
the sidelines of regional developments.

Therefore, the 2020 and 2023 Karabakh war destroyed the fragile state
of neither war nor peace that Iran was in favor of maintaining in the
South Caucasus. In these wars, Iran could not play a role in regional
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developments to expand its influence and presence; Therefore, it led
to the escalation of tension with the Republic of Azerbaijan, the
intensification of competition with Turkey, and the seriousness of the
threat of Israel's presence along Iran's borders. In the new balance of
power that has been formed in the South Caucasus region, the Islamic
Republic of Iran has a low role and position in the South Caucasus. It
seems that Iran has been marginalized by Russia on the one hand, on
the other hand, due to the role of western sanctions in preventing
Iran’s action in the region; Iran has not been able to play a serious role
and pursue its historical-civilizational interests in the South Caucasus.
Therefore, the Islamic Republic of Iran has tried to maintain its
territorial integrity, prevent geopolitical changes in the region and its
geo-economic interests in the South Caucasus. It has also tried not to
get involved in ethnic movements and internal instability based on
geocultural provocations.

Keywords: Geopolitics, Balance of Power, War, South Caucasus,
Karabakh, Islamic Republic of Iran.
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