Foreign Relations Center for Strateglc Research

https://frgjournal.csr.ir E-ISSN: 2588-6541
Vol. 15, No. 4, Issue. 60, Winter 2024 Received: 2023/07/21 Accepted: 2023/11/16

Research paper

The Role of Diplomacy In Dealing With
Contemporary Terrorism Against the
Islamic Republic of Iran

Nima Rezaei
Corresponding author, Assistant Professor, Department of International Relations,
Faculty of Law and Political Science, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran.

Email: nima.r@khu.ac.ir 0000-0002-8500-8882

Ramin Mahmoudi
Master of Architecture, Kermanshah, Iran.
Email: nrir200200@gmail.com 0000-0000-0000-0000

Abstract

Contemporary or new terrorism is one of the new phenomena that has caused various effects
on human life in the 21st century. On the other hand, states are trying to reduce the scope of
the negative effects of contemporary terrorism on human life by using defensive and
offensive counterterrorist measures. The main goal of this research is to investigate the role of
diplomacy in dealing with contemporary or new terrorism against the Islamic Republic of
Iran. diplomacy in Islamic Republic of Iran is done by institutions such as the
SHOAM(Supreme National Security Council), SHAAK(the National Security Council),
VAJA(the Ministry of Intelligence and Security (MOIS)), the Intelligence Organization of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, VACH(the Ministry of Foreign Affairs), etc... In this
regard, the mainstream terrorism studies and the opinions of thinkers such as Wilkinson,
Jackson, Kurtulus, Smelser & Mitchell, Hoffman, Rogers, etc. have been chosen as the
theoretical framework of the current research in order to be able to answer the main question
of research. Therefore, this research seeks to answer the main question, "What is the role of
diplomacy in dealing with contemporary terrorism against the people and the state of Iran?" It
presents the hypothesis that "by using diplomacy, the Islamic Republic of Iran can carry out 9
basic counterterrorist measures in dealing with contemporary terrorism: 1) diminishing
motivation of terrorists to attack targets inside Iran by exerting pressure on the countries that
host terrorists and depriving the terrorists of physical and political space; 2) reducing the
operational capabilities of terrorists by exerting pressure on host and supporting countries to
disarm terrorists; 3) freezing or seizing of terrorist assets and financial resources; 4) sharing
intelligence of foreign intelligence organizations with Iranian intelligence services and vice
versa; 5) creating a gap in the front of supporters of anti-Iranian terrorism and deactivating
state terrorism supporting anti-lranian terrorism; 6) laying the groundwork for the
international condemnation of terrorists; 7) organizing a heavy media spaces against
terrorists; 8) preventing terrorists from obtaining advanced weapons and technology; 9)
Deactivating, arresting and even laying the groundwork to eliminating the key figures of
terrorist groups. This research is an analytical-descriptive study with a methodology based on
the mainstream terrorism studies method. The data was collected from library and web-based
sources (official and credible websites).
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1. most powerful signifiers in contemporary discourse
2. to combat terrorism

3. counterterrorism

4. causes of terrorism

5. a counterterrorist measure
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. mainstream terrorism studies

. orthodox terrorism studies

. problem-solving

. mainstream terrorism studies

. realist and liberal traditions of world politics

. Terrorism vs. Democracy: The Liberal State Response
post-modernists

. subjective

. independent objective verifiable criteria
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1. common sense

2. hostage-takings

3. positivist and empiricist research methodologies
4. case study and historical data

5. careless extrapolations
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1. Ersun N. Kurtulus

2. old terrorism

3. new terrorism

4. ethno-nationalistic

5. jihadist terrorist groups

6. a puritan, belligerent and extremely violent interpretation of Islam




Al

osamn ] 2155 ¢ Ol p) ol (o) g0 ade polan 55 b ablis o puledys B

& Wl Glare yoles Glatew j55 Flwl b akly )0 «aree 5 o
dlontal [asl hijle = pgs Sler Sax 5l penygs LSS e
Sl 6513 a5 6 )lrll (5, s ¢ S R0l gllolen {55 T O8S
Wl or Sogid QUG e (ahad ey o Sy il - Lalse 5 55095 0
[ )5 5] oon AL “sll 32 b g GlKe y2 30 Giloj y2 3 Bus 2
Smelser &) «aib oo "Cuig g B> sl STy oloul 5 IS (6,5 J8le (o 58

(Mitchell, 2002, pp. 10-11

Iob ;L5 Lo) il yo dluabas pud 9 8 (g1aSus gl )b Lus (3099 Tl F—¥-)

(035 0 (9 (1o s yus
So,lisLo S11s 0)lgmn Lo i 0205 a5 42,5145 5l 00 lgie €l 5
UrsS il ol slaligds by o35 0 lodigaS a5 gy oilye aleds Slojls
ol 2 002 95 O idgeise Jloel (G g sl gnad
Joe MS Al Lol aladod b € 29,5 18 loog 5P 5 e ¥ 88l slaaSis
AL Ol (S o) @ Nz ShyeS slaglele o aled o
b el il poalides 25550 w3 | IS 5y Slsiedy a5 5 0,5 og2g “canly
ol il anils s, oz Cesl (Kes g aile Sl cilye dlade @l
&I 5] Shol Gged Jos oguds 10 ohgds KIg g )08 algzaiz Conloy
Sgtptn codelill lojl iy 0z ()95 B § 202 s 5 (e
555 sl sle « sl aSd b 5l pldl 4y Lles ol Bl il
Consl a8l 2l3l pealiew V) SBlas 5l g Vond 0310, S8l L ST
Oyl el i S ye slagleile a5 Jb> o (Kurtulus, 2012, pp. 43-44)
Ao Base ST RAF) &y 55,1 oenSTh3 5 TIRA) 0l ! olgs s 90

. colonial struggles

. hostage-taking

. hijacking

. assassination

. any target, at any time, in any place, and by any means
. quickness, surprise, shock, and generating reactions of horror and terror
. horizontal networks

. ‘non-group groups’ with ‘little hierarchy’

. no single, central leadership, command or headquarters
10. multi-directional nature of power and influence

11. self-starter cells or self-radicalised individuals

12. Irish Republican Army (IRA)
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. Red Army Faction (RAF)

. a loose network structure

. leaderless jihad

. lone actor terrorism

. absolutist

. good-and-evil world views

. accommodation, bargaining, and mutually acceptable compromise
. mechanisms of peaceful influence and persuasion

9. absolute, noncontingent mentality

10. a sharp sense of reality and reality testing, inventiveness, maneuverability, ingenuity, and
instrumental capacity
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1. surgical attacks
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3. stateless

4. fluid networks
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. car bomb

. nitroglycerine bomb

. marriage of convenience

. a means of boosting their ratings
. non-state combatants

. a symbiotic relationship

. terrorism as a communicative act

NN R W=




Yo

osamn ] 2155 ¢ Ol p) ol (o) g0 ade polan 55 b ablis o puledys B

035 Loyl ulo )b slad 5 055Kl gy wleladl s jslateas dyo> sladile,
NAQ ded 40 4 Sl diiae €padla g ¥ (Rogers, 2008, pp. 181-182) ol
5 Phy 5SS s g sleanld i) s wlpld céiay aw b
b esle joB 1) b 55 dbcan j55 4 Gl pogas Sn il slaolion
Lg o9S6 a5 aeax Ol 5 oadJlesl wod S eSs Ces b

(Hoffman, 2006, p. 174) oS | 1) <8 dy oo plol g0 5 5 v sboails,

Sl 3 b galiio 3 polao o 9,3 (s3905Jos A-T-)

Bro 5505 51 055 Sliae 3 Copys5 il o Sy Mo 55
kol sleal ol jo losls 5B s dxe e g Jolyd S ed 4 Lo g e
S9r splole (hlie o wssaion Joe o S5 9 15 jies S
o ) 5 e bbb 4 Bl 4 sgase 1) 0 K0 s
Ja5d S g S o Joo S olez ol S yo lap] (S5 ) wanlel g
(Duyvesteyn & Malkki, 2012, pp. 52-53) &iuS' oo JLio |, Madlipn

Sloaz! bossay ;0 b pole s 35 a4l Ne-Y-)

3 s3h b polas sy Sloogas Sl (5 4 Wakies € 5 ylonh
sy Sloon,S og5 Bl Spihe sadalis b bl S
a1y aes plol wilgs oo aS Sgae alid L Ko slvonsay 51 (golaws
gl ;0 m g G gl o oa C oo g [pz Ll op O 1l S
Sy S (7 s dlge allinn S)lod iged (lgiear) (Medlon
Sloes,S 5 Tsole daad s s slagus] (F fslozal [edyn L] s,
Slalid, 5 (Bl sloinl otz (8 ¢ iS55 slaolSal 5 s poflinn
.(Smelser & Mitchell, 2002, p. 12) ° il jwdzol>

1. crime and disorder

2. guerilla warfare

3. social banditry

4. cults, sects, witchcraft and satanic groups, suicide clubs
5. sociopathic behavior
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. The Palgrave Macmillan Dictionary of Diplomacy
. sovereign states

. use of tact in dealing with people

. inter- or intrastate conflicts

. track two diplomacy

. policy and the (nonviolent) means
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1. Ceremonial (protocol, representation, visits)

2. Information and communication (assessment and reporting, monitoring)

3. International negotiation

4. Duty of protection

5. Contribution to international order (normative, rule making, mediation/pacific settlement)
6. Defense and Intelligence Diplomacy
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1. Signalling, Partnering and Alliances, Economic

2. Bargaining, Compellence, Evacuations and other operations

3. Managing and/or limiting the conflict, Alliances and Coalitions and Third Parties, Ending
the conflict

4. Compellence

5. The Tit for Tat strategy
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1. a motivated group
2. terror equation
3. motivation multiplied by capability
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1. Diplomacy is more than dialogue
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1. Law enforcement
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1. financial control in the form of freezing or seizing of terrorist assets
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1. lifeblood

2. contribution of financial controls to counterterrorism
3. informal money transfer networks known as hawala
4. Intelligence is about reducing uncertainty in conflict
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1. primary customer of intelligence
2. tool

3. strategic appraisals

4. defensive and offensive measures
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1. safe houses

2. four discrete elements (functions or disciplines)

3. (i) collection, (ii) analysis, (iii) counter-intelligence, and (iv) covert action
4. Intelligence as process, Intelligence as product, Intelligence as organization
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1. State Terrorism

2. terrorism as a governing instrument

3. oppression by the state (or society or religion) and political terrorism
4. main perpetrators
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1. public perceptions of combatants and their violence

2. traditional labels such as ‘terrorist,” ‘rebel,” ‘insurgent,” ‘revolutionary,” or even ‘bandit’
3. sub-state conflicts

4. publicity

5. to communicate a message

6. Hyperreality
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1. Representation
2. Simulation
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1. Man-portable air-defense systems (MANPADS or MPADS)
2. mainstream researchers
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