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Abstract

The Zayandeh-Rud River Basin has emerged as one of the most challenging in the
country, facing a spectrum of issues spanning political, social, economic, and
security domains. These challenges have underscored the crucial aspect of water
governance within this basin. Consequently, this study employs the network
analysis method to scrutinize the water governance structure in Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari provinces. The research, categorizing activists into 21 groups, endeavors
to address a fundamental question: What are the positions and roles of each water
governance network activist in the Zayandeh-Rud basin's water governance
system? Recognizing that governance necessitates the involvement of all
stakeholders, the research data was analyzed using the value components index in
the UCINET software, revealing two networks—of influence and information
exchange. Research findings indicate that the position of each actor within these
networks doesn't align proportionally with the concept of water governance in its
network form. Moreover, the structure appears opaque and inefficient, resulting in
weakened water resource management, increased dissatisfactions, and heightened
social, political, and security challenges. Netdraw software was utilized to provide
an overview of the research findings.
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