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Musical Features in Sheikh Ahmed Al-Waeli’s Ode “in Memory of Imam
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Abstract

Sheikh Ahmed al-Waeli is one of Irag’s contemporary poets and of the lovers of Ahl al-
Bayt. He has written a significant portion of his poems in praise of them, and he has tried to
develop awareness and resistance among the people of his country—who have been under
colonial rule—through religious poems and preaches. One of his religious odes, which was
written in praise of Imam Hussein, is “in Memory of Imam Hussein” in which he glorifies
His majesty and mentions a few of the sufferings and calamities inflicted upon Him during
Ashura. Given the particular place of music in this ode, we decided to investigate its musical
features, and specifically, its exterior music, side music and interior music. The results
of this descriptive-analytical research shows that internal music of words, coherence and
harmony, together with the proper meter the poet chooses, has provided a good opportunity
for the poet to develop meaning. Moreover, side music and interior music play a more
important role in this poem.
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