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Abstract

Darabnameh is one of the oldest Persian romantic and folk epics of pre-Islamic Iran,
narrated by Mohammad Bighami about the heroism of Firouzshah, son of Darab Kiani,
and written by Mahmoud Daftarkhan. Considering the fact that ancient folk tales can be a
valuable source of discovering the customs of the period where the story is told, the author
of the article intends to use a descriptive-analytical approach based on the text of Bighami’s
Darabanameh, a romantic epic, to show a part of ancient Iran’s war customs; therefore, he
tries to know which rituals of war and battle Bighami paid attention to in Darabnameh. The
research shows that in this story, the rituals related to pre-war preparation, the preparation of
the army, hand-to-hand combat, combat of the army, war tools (including types of thrones,
types of drums, war mounts, and war coverings), and the laws of war, have been presented,
which shows that this work matches shahnameh, fotovatnameh and Persian heroic works
in terms of martial characteristics.
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