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An Analysis of Ritual-Religious Motifs of Babajan Tape Bricks Based on the
Theory of Erwin Panofsky

Maryam Zohouriyan®

One way of understanding the beliefs, traditions and even religious and ideological views
of ancient people is the semantic analysis and reading of the motifs; motifs that have been
semantically transformed during thousands of years and now seem meaningless to us. The
painted room of Baba Jan Tape remained of Median civilization (700 to 550 BC) is one of
the places where bricks with geometric motifs are used. No one has ever investigated the
reasons for theie presence in this room. Accordingly, in this descriptive-analyticsl study, the
science of semiotics and Panofsky’s views are used to answer the main research question,
which is the reasons for applying these motifs in the building, and the relation between this
type of design and the building’s use. Therefore, by analyzing the motifs at three levels of
formology, interpretation and explanation based on Panofsky’s views, we found that these
motifs are divided into cross shapes, square shapes, circular shapes, checkered shapes, and
interlaced squares based on structural analysis or formology. Furthermore, at the level of
interpretation, each of these motifs refer to time, vernal equinox, and circulation of seasons.
Finally, at the level of explanation and through a comparative study with Hasanlu Cup in
the discourse context of the Median civilization, we found that these geometric motifs,
which are designed based on a particular numerical system, are related to the sequence and
circulation of time and in some way to ritual ceremonies in agriculture.
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