Journal of Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 24, No 58, Autumn 2024

Representation of the economic discourse of the chivalry
and Ayyari utopia®

Dr. Faramarz Khojaste!

Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Hormozgan
Dr. Hossein Pouladian

Ph.D graduated of Persian language and literature of University of Hormozgan

Dr. Mahmoud Arkhi

Ph.D graduated of Persian language and literature of University of Hormozgan

Abstract

The school or method of phenomenology, with the fundamental change it
created in the interpretation and understanding of philosophy, culture,
literature, politics, science and art, caused thinkers to leave the habitual
view and repeated analyzes and by suspending the reading of texts through
institutionalized traditions. And from the perspective of others, it provided
the ground for new perceptions of concepts and intellectual and practical
currents. The Qalandariyya school, with its various phenomena and special
neomas, has many complexities and ambiguous points. This mystical
school is often discussed, interpreted and analyzed through the eyes of
others and historical knowledge, and its intuitive and sensory aspects have
been ignored. Phenomenology, by suspending previous knowledge and
placing the natural view based on historical knowledge in parentheses,
provides a kind of sensory and intuition-based view to look at this mystical
school and sect, through which we can also understand some of He
understood the neglected aspects of this intellectual and practical flow with
a sensory and direct view, and he understood the same type of Qalandran's
view of existence and mystical issues that provide the reasons for
distinguishing this sect from other mystical sects. The current research has
explained this cult based on the phenomenological method with the library
method and qualitative content analysis and has come to the conclusion that
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Qalandari's poetry is descriptive in nature. Qalandarsara poets have their
own definitions of mysticism. The purpose of this school is to fight against
the Riyazdeh society and the false and holy claimants. The Qalandariyya
school has a contradiction between claims and actions.

Keywords: Utopian discourse, Sharing economy, Chivalry, Ayyari,
Manliness, Utopia.

1. Introduction

“Utopia” or “Nowhere Land”, also known as “Virtuous City”, is an
imaginary place that a dissatisfied person creates in his or her mind as a
substitute for the existing reality. In other words, utopias are always the
product of the designers’ dissatisfaction with the current situation,
representing their efforts to make changes towards building a more humane
and ethical world. Throughout history, the utopias discussed from an
economic perspective have had a socialist system or something similar to
it. The study of the works about the lifestyle of Ayyaran and chivalrous
men indicates that the Ayyari society is also a communal society and, from
an economic perspective, has many similarities with the known utopias.
The aim of the present research is to introduce the economic system of the
Ayyari tradition by referring to the Ayyari and Sufism texts (a branch of
chivalry treatises) and following certain themes and motifs. This is done to
describe the form of economic discourse manifested in those texts.
Ultimately, the main hypothesis that accounts for the economic system of
the Ayyari utopia, among socialist systems, is put to the test. The research
questions are ‘how can the Ayyari system be considered among the systems
and communities of utopia?’ and ‘how can we believe in the socialist,
ethical, and economic aspects of this tradition?

2. Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytical. The study also benefits from
qualitative content analysis, and the elements and components from the
texts that signify specific socio-economic aspects of the Ayyari system.
Since access to and communication with the realities of the past Ayyari
societies is only possible through the gateway of language, the focus of the



study is on language, as a form of themes and subtexts that indicate the
commonality of the Ayyari economic system. In this way, qualitative
content analysis comes to be of benefit.

3. Results and discussion

Contrary to other studies that have attempted to define and explain chivalry
within the framework of an ethical, religious, and spiritual system, as a
military phenomenon, a part of the social structure or a Sufi and esoteric
trend, the present study accepts parts of these views but aims to introduce
chivalry and the code of honor as an ideal discourse with a structural
approach. This is a collective and justice-seeking approach that has
emerged and developed in conflict with the challenges of the dominant
power structure and discourse in the society. The purpose of the utopian
discourse of chivalry is to state that Ayyarans and other movements in line
with them have been seeking justice for their society. This is due to the
despotic structure of the Iranian society throughout the history and its
consequences, namely injustice, class gap, oppression, and exploitation of
the poor. They have been in an effort to change the current situation to a
more desirable or ideal one. In fact, due to their dissatisfaction with the
disordered economic, social, cultural, and political conditions of their time,
which were incompatible with their perceptions and aspirations, they tried
to deny the current situation and the imposed values by presenting their
ideal thoughts, both in theory and in practice. Therefore, utopias are not just
a means of transition from reality to mentality or taking refuge in pure
imagination, but they are a mental recreation of society with the intention
of criticizing the established system. They are also a criterion for measuring
the current situation and revealing its failures and inefficiencies.
Generally, utopian thoughts are a sense of criticizing non-humane,
unethical and intolerable conditions. This research seeks to show that the
utopia of chivalry is not merely a product of imagination and illusion, but
it is a criticism of the unacceptable current situation in any period and
society. Even if the idea of utopia is not implemented, it is a very effective
and influential criticism of the existing conditions, which can help to
improve the quality of life and humanize social relations. From this point
of view, the concept of utopia exists in the history of thoughts, ideas,
images of chivalry virtues and various discourses. In this article, we aim to
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present this thought in the field of the Ayyari economy, which is an
economy based on wealth sharing, justice, abundance, and morality. It is
done by providing codes and evidence.

4. Conclusion

If we take the core of the concept of Utopia as dissatisfaction with and
criticism of the current situation as well as the effort to transform the current
situation into a desirable one, this concept is in perfect harmony with the
Ayyari tradition. From an economic perspective, this tradition involves
utopian thoughts. Economically, the four characteristics of utopian cities
are public sharing and lack of private ownership, emphasis on the equality
of all the society members, abundance of goods, welfare and facilities, and
morality. Chivalry and gallantry have all these four characteristics. In this
regard, chivalry is similar to the utopian society in its entirety and, like
utopia, it calls for an ideal profit-sharing community. In such an ideal
profit-sharing society, although there is money, which is contrary to utopian
values, the lack of private ownership brings the society closer to ideal. This
is because the money in it is spent collectively, and gallant men, like
utopian builders, have replaced “my property” and “your property” with
“our property”. All the members have the right to interfere and possess their
religious brothers’ property without their permission. Regarding equality,
it should be said that chivalry was a movement to create equality and
eliminate social class gaps. In addition, in this society, there is practical and
real equality among all individuals, and everyone has equal rights and
benefits. From this viewpoint, a chivalrous society is devoid of class
differences. It seems that collective ownership and the lack of private
ownership, like the case in all utopias, have caused equality in the society.
The abundance of goods and economic welfare is also a characteristic of a
gallant society. Universal work and the absence of false jobs result in
abundance in this society. In addition to the love for collective ownership,
it raises the motivation of all gallant men to work and replaces the interest
in ownership with the spirit of sacrifice and service to the people. A
chivalrous society has a completely moral view of the economy. Gallant
men also strive, with generosity and forgiveness, to meet the needs of the
deprived and realize their ideals by building a more desirable, ethical, and
humane society.
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