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Abstract

Transtextuality is an approach that examines possible relationships
between the text and other texts. Gérard Genet, a famous French literary
theorist, and semiotician (2018 AD - 1930 AD), divided transtextuality into
five  categories: intertextuality,  paratextuality, = metatextuality,
architextuality, and hypertextuality. Gérard Genet’s precision regarding the
description of the characteristics of hypertextuality and intertextuality in
literary texts provides the possibility for researchers to distinguish these
types of texts with a high degree of confidence despite the apparent
similarity of poetic evidence-- something that might not have been possible
without this theory. Based on an analytical-descriptive research method, the
study compares Hossein Monzavi’s ghazals with those of Hafez and Saadi
firstly, to explain the extent of his affectedness from their ghazals,
regarding each of the above types, and secondly, to reveal the methods that
Monzavi noticed in each employment of the classical poets’ ghazals. As the
results show, hypertextality is the main arena of Monzavi’s works and
performances, especially its transformation type. Then, implicit
intertextuality and internal authorial paratextuality are more important.
Keywords: Transtextuality, Gérard Genette, Hossein Monzavi, Saadi,
Hafez.
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1. Introduction

Hossein Monzavi owes his fame to his ghazals. The theme of love is the
main identity of his poetry. This theme of lyrical spirit, in addition to his
deep familiarity with ancient literature and his great interest in Hafez’s
poetry, has connected his poetry with the form of ghazal. His ghazal, in
turn, has established a close relationship between him and Hafez and Saadi,
especially Hafez, to the extent that his poetry has both the fluency and
simplicity of Saadi’s rhetoric and the magical music of Hafez’s locution.
While paying attention to the traditions and taking inspiration from the
themes and structure of the old Persian ghazal, he is also one of the pioneers
of the new ghazal. He is an innovative, thoughtful, and innovative poet who
has used the two leading poets of this literary genre, namely Hafez and
Saadi, in various ways in a wide range of formal and semantic domains to
enrich her sonnets. Examples of these usages are scattered in many verses
of her sonnets, both clearly and openly, and hidden and far-fetched. The
purpose of writing this article is to find how Hossein Monzavi’s ghazals are
affected by Hafez’s and Saadi’s ghazals based on Gérard Genette’s
transtextuality and to analyze and evaluate the quality and quantity of the
affectedness with the proviso that the evidence should include clear and
definitive examples in each of the sub-categories of the text.

2. Methodology

The present study employed a library research method, relying on precise
reading and collecting samples from Hossein Monzavi’s ghazals, included
in his poetry collection, Divan of Hafez, and Saadi’s ghazals, included in
the book of Saadi’s Generalities (Kolyat) to compare and analyze the
samples.

3. Results and discussion

Gérard Genet developed the subject of the dependence of literary texts on
each other, including the influence of a later text on an earlier text, which
is the subject of this article, transtextuality. This article has looked at the
broad scope of this theory through the lens of the nature of the studied texts.
Undoubtedly, the metatextual analysis of the texts of the article helps to
understand the artistic aspects of these works, especially the better



understanding of the influenced text. According to Genet, intertextual
relationships are divided into five main categories: intertextuality,
paratextuality, metatextuality, hypertextuality, and hypertextuality. This
article separately analyzes the types of lyrical texts of several Mozavi’s
ghazals with verses from Hafez and Saadi’s ghazals. To achieve this goal
by searching in Monzavi’s ghazals, a total of 36 verses, including five items
for explicit intertextuality, six items for implicit intertextuality, four items
for authorial paratextuality, ten items for parody, and 11 items for
transformation was found. Also, the study sought to classify and examine
the transtextuality types so that they have the least overlap due to
preventing unnecessary repetition and lengthening of words. In the few
cases where there is more than one valuable and significant sample of
transtextuality, or indication of the angles of particular transtextual usage
IS required, that transtext is also mentioned.

4. Conclusion

Among the various types of transtextuality, hypertextuality has a much
higher frequency in Monzavi’s ghazals. Clear examples of both types of
hypertextuality - i.e., sameness or imitation and transposition or change -
can be found in Monzavi’s ghazals. Monzavi has written many of his
ghazals in a reception style that fits in the domain of homogeneity,
following the external and internal structure of ghazals by Hafez and Saadi.
Such sonnets are similar in weight, rhyme, and line to the two poets’
ghazals but also evoke the same poetic mood and emotion in the audience’s
mind. Monzavi’s technique of using Hafez’s and Saadi’s ghazals via
transformation is fascinating. He takes the theme and motifs from the
poetry of these two poets. Then, by moving and substituting words,
compounds, verbs, etc., he adds seasoning and recreates it in a new form
and image. His changes, especially in Hafez’s poetry, are subtle, calculated,
and aligned with his style. Changes include adding adverbs or introductions
and endings, bringing arguments or literary preparations, making
allocations or generalizations in meanings and examples, changing
aesthetic coordinates such as filtering and abstracting metaphors, etc. These
changes are sometimes made to make Monzavi’s ghazals more concrete
and understandable for today’s readers. After hypertextuality, implicit
intertextuality also has relatively many samples in Monzavi’s poetry
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collection. The manifestation of this type of intertextuality in Monzavi’s
ghazals, apart from the repetition of the exact words, combinations, and
influential sentences from these two poets, especially Hafez, is that
Monzavi’s ghazals, with the association of the atmosphere and the intense
feeling and emotion of ghazals, breathe fresh air into his poems, and
portrays a historical or social event implicitly and by avoiding the
explicitness.
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