University of Tehran press

Research in Contemporary World Literature

http//jor.ut.ac.ir, Email: pajuhesh@ut.ac.ir ~ p-1SSN :2588-4131 e-ISSN: 2588 -7092

A Study of Semiotic F[| nclons in Two Poems by Hafez Mousavi and Wadr’ Sa’adah:

Based on Umberto Eco’s Theory

Hediyeh Ghasemifard ' 0000-0003-3400-6956 Naser Zare 2>’ 0000-0002-2013-3842
Muhammad Javad Pourabed 3" 0000-0003-2402-7091Rasoul Ballawy 4= 0000-0002-7144-1407

1. Department of Arabic language and literature, Persian Gulf University, Bushehr, Iran. E-mail: hdghasemifard@gmail.com.
2. Department of Arabic language and literature, Persian Gulf University, Bushehr, Iran. E-mail: nzare@pgu.ac.ir

3. Department of Arabic language and literature, Persian Gulf University, Bushehr, Iran. E-mail: M.pourabed@pgu.ac.ir

4. Department of Arabic language and literature Persian Gulf University, Bushehr, Iran. E-mail: r.ballawy@pgu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received: 25 July 2021
Received in revised form: 30
April 2022

Accepted: 09 May 2022
Published online: December
2023

Keywords:

Semiotics, Semiotic Functions,
Umberto Eco, Hafez Mousavi,
Wadr’ Sa’adah..

As Umberto Eco (1932-2016) believes, semiotic functions correlate with expression and
content, emerging in a cultural context based on codes derived from encyclopedic knowledge.
Replacing the typology of signs with the methods of producing Semiotic functions is one of
the most apparent initiatives of Eco’s semiotics. The poems “Absentee Conversation” by
Hafez Mousavi (1954), an Iranian poet, and “These Are the Last Words ... and Know That |
Will Leave Them” by Wadi’ Sa’adah (1984), a Lebanese poet, has layers of cultural and
discourse and visual Tanguage layers which can be analyzed based on Eco’s semiotic theory.
Therefore, this research uses a descriptive-analytical method and Eco’s semiotics to
investigate the methods of producing Semiotic Functions in these two poems. The results
indicate that these two poets, relying on literary, social, and cultural codes, have developed
the semiotic functions of their poems in two under-coded and over-coded types. The voluntary
heterogeneous materials created based on the encoded contracts constitute the most frequent
material continuum of expression and content of the two poems. The physical activities of the
two poets to produce expression are limited to acknowledgment, partial replica, and invention,
with programmed stimuli being the most frequent partial replica methods. The only difference
in how the semiotic functions of these two poems may be produced is in Sa’adah’s intention
for detail- the element that is not very prominent in Mousavi’s poem. Examining the paths
that lead to the production of semiotic functions in Mousavi and Sa’adah 's poetry, in addition
to being effective in explaining their point of view and making it easier to understand the
meaning, also reveals the cultural ties between the two Iranian and Arab poets.
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