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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Nikolai Gogol wrote stories in the period between the literary movements of romanticism and
realism. If it is assumed that fantasy is a characteristic of romanticism and reality is that of
realism, Gogol’s works can be placed somewhere between fantasy and reality, which
according to Tzvetan Todorov, is the realm of fantasy. Todorov was the first scholar to present
Article history: a comprehensive theory of fantasy and expand its meaning by including the uncanny and the
marvelous. Since Gogol’s works can be placed in the semantic aspect of fantasy, and current
literature in Persian on the concept of fantasy, particularly in Gogol’s works, is insufficient,
Received in revised form: 28 this study aims to raise the possibility of introducing certain criteria for opening up and

September 2021 exploring the realm of fantasy in literature. This article discusses the fantastic according to
Todorov’s theory and then focuses on three aspects of it in “Nevsky Prospekt” (1835), “The
Nose” (1836), and “The Overcoat” (1842). In the semantic aspect, animistic descriptions,
Published ~online: December  synecdoche, and imaginary creatures, and in the pragmatic aspect, the mixture of dream and
2023 reality and narratorial intervention create the fantastic effect. In other words, this article
Keywords: explores how the realm of fantasy is constructed in Gogol’s stories and introduces methods
that have been retrieved according to the characteristics and elements of their narrative. These
methods can be used as a measure of the fantastic realm or a tool for creating it.
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