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Abstract

The functional ideology of language in the context of
the dynamic art of the poetry and life of Abu Al-Ala Al-
Maari; A postmodern study according to the theories of

Althusser, Lyotard, and Merleau-Ponty

Narjes Tohidifar*

Raja Abu Ali**

Ali Ganjian Khenari***
Poetry is one of the factors of the richness of any language because the words of the
poem, due to the property of generating ambiguity, carry several meanings, which
are discovered over time and during different readings. The more techniques
(expressive and verbal) used in the poem, the greater its semantic load. Since the
poetry of Abu al-‘Ala’ al-Ma‘arr has multiple faces, it accepts different readings,
and defining these new dimensions of his poetry opens up new horizons for us to
get to know his distinctive thoughts. This article aims to show new dimensions to
the life and poetry of this philosopher using Althusser’s theory of ideology,
Lyotard’s theory of metanarratives, and Merleau-Ponty’s theory of the body. In his
theory, Althusser sees ideology as a material phenomenon present in all people,
Lyotard in his theory rejects narratives that claim certainty and are supported by
hegemony, and Merleau-Ponty considers the body a tool for perception and
knowledge in his theory of bodily perception. This research aims to provide a post-
modern analysis of al-Ma‘arri’s poetry, in which he explains how al-Ma ‘arr
transforms the ideological actor into the revolutionary actor and how he benefits
from language and art in this way. The basic question of this research, which
follows the descriptive-analytical method, is how can Althusserian ideology be
applied to al-Ma‘arr1’s poetry, what are the major narratives that were questioned in
his poetry, and how the dynamism of art manifested in Aba al-‘Ala’ al-Ma‘arri’s
poetic language and his lifestyle? The result of the research is that poetry, according
to al-Ma‘arri, is the tool of revolution, not just the media. Ideology can remain only
in the form of words, but if it is to enter the scene of action, it must have a practical
example. Aba al-‘Ala’ al-Ma‘arr understands this fact and tries to show this
practical revolution. Therefore he uses two means at the same time: verbal media
means poetry, and artistic media means performance. In both methods, the principle
is challenge and displacement. al-Ma‘arri's speech is a speech after certainty, the
transition from certainty to doubt, and it presents the philosophy of possibility by
challenging the grand narratives in poetry and art.

Keywords: ideology, postmodernism, Abu al-‘Ala’ al-Ma‘arri, Louis Pierre
Althusser, Jean-Frangois Lyotard, Maurice Jean Jacques Merleau-Ponty.
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