https://rpll.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
Textual Criticism of Persian Literature
E-ISSN: 2476-3268
Document Type: Research Paper
Vol. 16, Issue 1, No. 61, Spring 2024
Received: 20/08/2023 Accepted: 11/12/2023

Translated Manuscript 2574: An Ancient Translation of the Holy Quran

Arezu Pooryazdanpanah Kermani  *
Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Department of Persian Language and Literature,
Faculty of Language and Literature, Yazd University, Yazd, Iran
pooryazdanpanah@yazd.ac.ir

Abstract

Manuscript 2754 at the library of Astan Quds Razavi is one of the translated copies of the Quran
dedicated to the fifteenth part of the scripture (from 17:16 to 18:73). The translation is written
between the Arabic lines of the Quran and in Naskh style. The translator and writer of this manuscript
are unknown but, due to the antiquity of the language and the script, it dates back to the fifth century
AH. In the 6th century (AH), the manuscript was gifted by Abi al-Qasim’s daughter, a lady from
Khorasan. It has 53 pages each with the size of 17 x 25 cm, 5 lines of text, and 5 lines of translation.
In terms of orthography, the text is free of mistakes, cross-outs, and left-outs. The verses in this ink-
written script are in four colors (black, red, green, and yellow). The text of the translation is written
between the lines of the verses in a small font but in a legible manner, and there is no trace of a
specific dialect in it. Therefore, it cannot be attributed to a specific area. Considering the old script
and phonetic, grammatical, and lexical features, the translation seems to belong to the 5th century
(AH).

Keywords: Translation of the Quran, Translated Manuscript No. 2574, Equivalents, Prose of the 5th
Century AH.

Introduction

In this old manuscript, the translator has adhered to the Arabic text, trying to be extremely careful
in the matter of rendering the text, and providing a literal translation of the verses without any
interference but by preserving the structure and features of the Arabic text. Thus, the translator is a
literal translator in such a way that, in some cases, he has even included some letters in his translation.
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Based on the structure of the Persian language, however, it was not necessary to include those letters
in the translation. In this manuscript, no special signs or symbols are used to distinguish < from <,
z from z and < from £, and these letters are written without dots or any signs. The way of writing
Zal Mo’jameh (3) is one of the characteristics of the examined manuscript, which indicates the
antiquity of the text and the language. Like in most of the texts belonging to the first period of Dari
Persian, the scribe has written the superscript (‘) sign on the final syllable of the words ending in (s),
both in simple words and with passive adjectives derived from verbs. In the prohibition verbs, the
prohibition prefix is usually written as "Ma" (i.e. don’t) and is rarely written separately. In negation
verbs, in most cases, the negative prefix is written as "4" and separate from the verb. One of the
noteworthy points in the writing style of the translated text 2754 is the way of writing the connective
48" and the pronoun "" in the form of """ in all the cases.

Materials and Methods

This research is of a fundamental type, and it was carried out through library work and by the
comparative correction of manuscripts. The translated text was corrected and revived in a
comparative manner. Then, the most important stylistic, linguistic, and literary features of the text
were extracted.

Research Findings

The translated copy of the Quran number 2754 is important and can be examined in terms of how
it is influenced by the Arabic language, how the equivalent words and grammatical structures are
selected, and how the text looks orthographically. One of the prominent features of this translation
is its being influenced by Arabic lexical and syntactic features and the structural reflection of the text
of the Qur'an, a phenomenon that has been somewhat common among ancient translations due to the
significant commitment of the translators to the source text. In the studied translated manuscript,
considering the word-for-word rendering of the Quranic verses, the translated phrases do not match
the Persian syntax, and the translator in most cases has used the construction of "infinitive + <" to
present equivalents for direct objects and emphasize the meanings of verbs.

In Farsi, unlike Arabic, adverbs of manner do not correspond to the agent, but, in the literal
translation of Arabic sentences, this correspondence is sometimes seen. It is clear that such a case
emerges from literal translation. The correspondence of adverbs of manner to agents is one of the
cases that appeared in the translation under the influence of the structure of the Arabic language.
Using singular verbs for plural subjects in accordance with the Arabic language is found in this
translation. The translator has acted moderately in being influenced by the Arabic language, and,
unlike other ancient translations of the Holy Quran, some structures of the Arabic language are not
seen in his translation. The correspondence between the adjective and the noun as well as between
the number and the pluralized noun is something for which no example is found in the translation
under review. The translator has used plural adjectives in singular forms and has translated plural
nouns into singular nouns. Converting passive structures to active ones is another example of
ignoring the structure of the Arabic language in the studied translated text. The translator has
converted all the passive verbs into active forms, which is one of the distinctions of the manuscript.
There was no evidence of it in any other old translation of the Qur'an.

In the translation under review, the translator has tried to use a Persian singular word for each
singular Arabic word or, in case of inability, an eloquent combination. He has also avoided using
Arabic words as much as possible. As in the translation of 2621 Arabic words, there are only 26
Arabic words, but the rest are Persian words. This indicates his skill in translation and knowledge of
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the Persian language. Considering the equivalents chosen in this translation, one can understand the
age of the target manuscript.

In the translated text, there are many cases of change of letters. Most of the changes are related to
the conversion of the phoneme < to s. This conversion is one of the most common phonetic
transformations in Dari Persian. Integration, deletion, and addition are the other language features of
this version.

Some of the most important grammatical features of the translated manuscript 2754 include the
use of consecutive past tense verbs, conditional and wish sentences, pluralism, adverbials, lack of
unmarked utterances, pronoun ' for the inanimate, use of certain words in other meanings, use of «
at the beginning of verbs, and the use of separate pronouns instead of connected ones.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The translated manuscript number 2754 is an old translation of the Holy Quran that dates back to
the fifth century AH, and it is not influenced by any special dialect or accent. The translator has
translated the verses literally and has been very careful to find equivalents and do lexical matchings.
However, there are cases of deletion and addition in the translation. The literal translation has resulted
in the influence of the Arabic language structure on direct objects, the correspondence of the mood
to the agent, the mismatch of the verb and the subject, etc. However, the translator has not been so
affected by the structure of the Arabic language as to improperly translate the style, contextual
subtleties, numerals, plural forms, adjectives, adverbs, passive verbs, and prepositions.

The mentioned manuscript is eminent in terms of the originality of the words and the selection of
equivalents, and the selected equivalents are a strong proof of the old age of the text. Borrowing
words from Arabic in this translation is very rare. Phonological transformations, consecutive use of
past verbs, expression of conditions and wishes, pluralism, use of certain words in other meanings,
adding < to the beginning of verbs, use of the pronoun ' for the inanimate, use of adverb, writing
the letters «, <, z, z, < and < the same way without any distinguishing marks, connecting the
pronoun sito the connective <4S, writing the negation letter & separately from the verb, writing the
prohibition letter as 4, and putting the superscript (*) sign on the final syllable of the words ending in
(o) are all evidence that the text dates back to the first Dari Persian period, or the 5th century AH.
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