Y VOOV Jao . SledS (o ST sl jga ] Sliuls Conbsn (slas )18 5 s SHIS s

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22067/JLS.2024.85580.1531

Analysis of
the Functions and Applications of the Setting of Stories:
The Case of Shahzadeh Ehtejab

Received: August 28, 2023/ Accepted: February 19, 2024
Mehrdad Akbari Gandomani*

Abstract

This study explored the multifaceted role of setting in Golshiri’s novel Shahzadeh
Ehtejab. The main purpose was to show the implicit and explicit impacts of setting
on different aspects of story, including meaning making, audience immersion,
making space, and foregrounding common cultural aspects. Taking the purpose into
account, the study tried to see the impacts of the setting on the structure and meaning
of the novel Shahzadeh Ehtejab? Taking a descriptive-analytical method, the
analysis of semantic, thematic, and structural elements of the novel were analyzed.
The analysis of these elements of the story showed that setting in the modern stories
is considered a fundamental and necessary element. It showed how the past and
present lives of characters are inevitably intertwined with their surrounding
environments, so that any small changes in the setting impacts the identity of
characters, shapes their desires and motivations, directs their choices in a certain
way, and helps determining their destiny.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study examined the multifaceted role of [/tting in Golshiri’s novel Shahzadeh
Ehtejab (meaning Prince Ehtejab). The aim was to show the implicit and explicit
impacts of setting on different aspects of story, including meaning making, audience
immersion, making space, and foregrounding common cultural aspects. The novel
Shahzadeh Ehtejab was analyzed as a remarkable work to show how settings, unlike
ancient stories and anecdotes, go beyond their conventional functions as mere
background, form the structure of the story as active elements, and make it possible
for the audience to have setting-oriented interpretations. Considering the purpose,
the study sought to answer the following questions: What are the functions and uses
of setting in narratives? What impacts did the setting have on the structure and
meaning of the novel Shahzadeh Ehtejab? To answer the questions, the study at first
tried to examine the frameworks and limits of settings. Then, describing some related
examples from the novel Shahzadeh Ehtejab, it comprehensively analyzed the
impacts of setting on this novel.

2. Method

This study was done using a descriptive-analytical method. The methodological
approach used in this study was the analysis of semantic, thematic, and structural
elements of Shahzadeh Ehtejab. The aim was to discover the underlying
relationships between setting of story and narrative elements. Examining some
specific examples selected from the novel and putting them in a broader framework,
this study tried to explicate those aspects of meaning that could not be revealed
without considering the setting.

3. Results

The analysis of semantic, thematic, and structural elements of the story showed that
unlike the traditional perception that neglect the setting, setting in the modern stories
is considered a fundamental and necessary element. Setting makes many layers of
meaning dependent on itself and creates unifying grounds, the result of which is the
creation of coherence in the structure of the story. This happens because each setting
makes the ground for the dependency of the characters and their actions, as well as
the semantic and emotional aspects of the narrative, and consequently keeps the
seemingly scattered elements around its own axis. A setting makes relationship with
other settings through dominating its own semantic layers; so it helps the final story
become strong through a set of settings.
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Moreover, setting impacts the emotional dimensions of narration and makes the
reader immerse himself in the story instead of being merely the audience of actions
and events and other dimensions of the story, as if he experiences the events and
situations. The analysis showed that setting determines the scope of actions and
experiences and characters’ reactions in different situations and drastically impacts
the growth of characters over the story. Considering this interpretation of setting we
can say that characters are not distinct from their environment, but they are deeply
depicted through their surrounding environment. Here, the environment as a
significant element of setting can simultaneously empower characters and play the
role of a limiting factor, making him faces obstacles and subtle complications.
Moreover, this study underscored that setting can help create dynamic or static
situations in the plot. Through creating tension, conflict, suspense, and ambiguity,
settings can be a force that speeds up or slows down the narrative and make readers
to engage actively with the ongoing events. This study also examined the
metaphorical dimensions of the story and explored the social, cultural, philosophical,
and existential themes in the narrative framework. Another issue that this study
showed was that setting through its symbolic representations adds unstated semantic
layers to the story and leads the readers to ponder upon the truth, moral conflicts,
and questions about the existence without directly pointing out these issues and
concepts. Such a process goes from telling to showing stage, and this way, the reader
can participate in the process of creating the story.

4. Conclusion

This study showed how the past and present lives of characters are inevitably
intertwined with their surrounding environments and belongings. That is, any small
changes in the setting impacts the identity of characters, shapes to a great extant their
desires and motivations, directs their choices in a certain way, and helps determining
their destiny. This novel is a good example showing that setting should not be
analyzed separate from other dimensions and elements of the story, since the study
showed that the events of novel can become alive, believable, and justified when it
relies on and connects to the setting. We can even say that the setting of the story
become so significant that the impact of setting is much more than the impact of
some characters in some occasions in terms of meaning-making and influence on the
overall form of story.
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