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Abstract

The scribes’ manipulations in their manuscripts is one the most controversial issues
in the field of critical correction of texts. One of the main reasons of the
manipulations in the manuscripts is the scribes’ religious inclination towards proving
that their religion is right and rejecting other religions and sects. This study examined
the scribes’ religious conflicts in the authentic and well-known manuscripts of the
Shahnameh and heroic poems after the book. It provided many examples about the
manipulations in this kind of texts. Using an analytical method and library works,
this study examined the scribes’ religious conflicts in the authentic and well-known
versions of the Shahnameh and heroic texts, especially in the Jahangirnameh. The
analysis of the data showed that all scribes of the manuscripts, produced
between the 7th to 9th centuries AH, are Muslims. It also showed that some
additional religious verses can be seen in the primary heroic texts. Regarding the
frequency of manipulations, Jahangirnameh is the only heroic poetry work that the
frequency of scribes’ religious manipulations are high in its manuscripts. In a
manuscript of the poetry work which is kept in the National Library of France, the
scribe’s religious manipulations are evident. The scribe has changed all religious
words, so that the subject in some cases has changed from the war between Iranian
Muslims and infidels and idolaters to a war between religious Iranians and idolaters.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

A controversial issue in the field of critical correction of texts is examining different
types of manipulations that scribes do in their manuscripts. That is because most
scribes of Persian manuscripts did not observe fidelity and for various reasons
changed the correct versions. Among the major reasons for deliberate manipulations
of the manuscripts is the scribes’ religious conflicts towards proving the correctness
of their religion and rejecting other religions and sects. The issue mostly has occurred
where the composer or writer dealt with his religious beliefs. Few studies have been
done so far on the scribes’ manipulations and religious conflicts in the manuscripts
of Shahnameh, and no independent research can be found on the heroic texts after
the great work. Taking the issue into account, we tried to examine the scribes’
religious conflicts in the authentic and well-known manuscripts of the Shahnameh
and heroic poems after the book and to give many examples about their
manipulations in this kind of texts.

2. Method

Applying an analytical method and using library resource, this study explored the
scribes’ religious conflicts in the authentic and well-known versions of the
Shahnameh and heroic texts, especially in the Jahangirnameh. It was tried to see
whether the scribes’ religious manipulations had any impacts on the logical sphere
of the stories.

3. Results

Before the emergence of the printing industry, copying or manuscripting the works
of writers and poets were done by scribes. Scribes and copyists were often
categorized into two groups: Those scribes who were poorly educated and lacked
literary taste, and those scribes who were knowledgeable, skillful in researching, and
well familiar with literary works, but were not faithful to the writers. They usually
changed various texts while revising, simplification, and correcting the text. As
Shahnameh was so popular among Iranians, it has always been manipulated by many
scribes.

One of the most controversial debates on the Shahnameh is the religion of its
composer. May scholars have talked about the issue but the most authentic idea is
that Ferdowsi follows Shiism. Ferdowsi's religion has always been one of the main
debates among the scribes of the Shahnameh; that is the reason we can say without
any doubt that the number of manuscripts that have survived the impacts of the
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religious disputes is very few. Most of the studies conducted on the issue have dealt
with the authenticity of the verses that praise the Kholafa Rashedin in the
introduction of the Shahnameh. So, other religious conflicts of the scribes added to
other parts of the work have been ignored or have not receive due attention. The
additional religious verses of the manuscript of the Shahnameh can be categorized
into several groups: 1) The verses on praising the Prophet of Islam. Considering their
content, we cannot say without any doubt if the scribe holds the Shia religion or the
Sunnah; 2) The verses that the Shia scribes have added to the Shahnameh to prove
that Ferdowsi is a Shia; 3) The verses that the Sunni scribes have added to the
manuscripts of Shahnameh. The most famous of the additions is the well-known
four-verse piece that praise Kholafa Rashedin in the introduction of Shahnameh.
Over the past years, researchers rejected this part; 4) Yet in some cases, the scribe is
a Muslim, but his patriotic prejudices have made him ignore the religious conflicts.

4. Discussion and conclusion

Exploring some manuscripts of the Shahnameh and later heroic texts,
especially the Jahangirnameh, the study achieved the following conclusions:

1) All scribes of the authentic and well-known manuscripts of Shahnameh,
produced between the 7th to 9th centuries AH, are Muslims. There is
not any sign of Zoroastrian scribes in this period. The manipulations of
Muslim scribes towards proving the truth of their religion are trivial in
some cases, but biased and aggressive in some other cases. The scribes’
ideological conflicts are often mentioned in the preface of the
Shahnameh, where the Prophet of Islam (PBUH) and his successor are
mentioned, but there is usually no sign of any manipulation within the
content. As some Muslim scribes found the introduction a good space
to introduce their religious beliefs, they took the opportunity and added
some verses to the text to show that Ferdowsi was a Shia or Sunni. The
places that these verses have been added are different in different
manuscripts. This clearly shows that we can doubt the authenticity of
the religious verses added to the Shahnameh;

2) Some additional religious verses can be seen in the primary heroic texts. The
verses are on the praise of the Prophet of Islam or the love of Imam Ali, the
same subject that is found in the manuscripts of the Shahnameh, but
Zoroastrian scribes’ religious ideas have been added to some manuscripts of
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the Farmarznameh, so that the scribes of these manuscripts have changed the
content or added some verses to praise the Prophet of Behdin;

3) Jahangirnameh is the only heroic poetry work that the frequency of
scribes’ religious conflicts are high in its manuscripts. In a manuscript
of the poetry work which is kept in the National Library of France and
also in its lithograph, the scribe’s religious manipulations are evident.
This means that the scribe has changed all religious words, so that the
subject in some cases has changed from the war between Iranian
Muslims and infidels and idolaters to a war between religious Iranians
and idolaters.
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