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Abstract

Epics are literary works on the heroes of a nation and show their ideals in the best
possible way. A Shahnameh, attributed to Moharrami, is an epic written in a style
similar to that of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. This study tried to see where and when the
Shahnameh attributed to Moharrami was written, what textual features it has, and in
what aspects the Shahnameh has followed Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. This study
adopted as descriptive-analytical method and used library resources. The
comparative study focused on the text of the Shahnameh attributed to Moharrami
and introduced it. It then examined its impact from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. Finally,
the rhetoric and aesthetic issues of the work were explored. Malek al-Shoara Bahar
mentions “Moharrami” or “Mojremi and

Kashf al-Zhonoun mentions the name of a poet called Moharrami. Moharrami
holds the linguistic and literary traditions of Khorasan in his descriptions and praises.
Many issues clearly show that the poet has directly followed Ferdowsi. Among the
issues are: Enormous use of the characters and heroes, the use of words and
expressions specific to Shahnameh, and following Ferdowsi’s style in his description
of the scenes and characters.
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

Epics are the narratives about heroes of a nation, manifesting their ideals in the best
possible way. Epics have had a high status and significance in Iran due to the attacks
of various ethnic peoples and Iran’s specific geographical location. Narrating epic
stories was still a significant principle in the cultural attitude of Persians despite the
dominance of non-Iranian rulers. Seljuk Turkmens defeated the Ghaznavids and
ruled Iran for many years and became the cultural presenters of the country.
Establishing a big empire, they conquered Eastern Rome and Asia Minor and took
Persian with them to these territories. When Seljugs entered Roman’s territory,
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh attracted more attention. A so-called Shahnameh, attributed
to Moharrami, was one of the works that had been written in a style like that of
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. The work was on the conquests and invasions of Bayazid Il
in the late 9th and early 10th centuries AH. This study tried to answer the following
guestions: 1) Where and when was the Shahnameh attributed to Moharrami written?
2) What are the textual features of the Shahnameh? 3) In what aspects the
Shahnameh has followed Ferdowsi's Shahnameh? Not specific study has been so far
conducted on the Shahnameh attributed to Moharrami, which is in Persian and
describes the conquests of one of the Ottoman Pashas. So, conducting this study is
very significant as it is the first time that the precious work, abundant with important
historical reports and values, is introduced and textually analyzed to see its impact
from Ferdowsi's Shahnameh.

2. Method

This descriptive-analytical study was done using the library resources. Doing a
comparative study, this study focused on the text of a Shahnameh attributed to
Moharrami and introduced it. It then examined its impact from Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh in four parts. Finally, the Shahnameh was explored in terms of rhetoric
and aesthetic issues.

3. Results

The Shahnameh attributed to Moharrami does not bear the name of its author, but
considering the title of the work, it can be said that the poet’s name was Moharrami.
The only source that mentions the name of the author is Haji Khalifeh. Malek al-
Shoara Bahar also wrote about this work: Shahnameh Moharrami or Shahnameh
Mojremi (s >es b s >0 aslin\), with the pen name “Mostofi”, must be composed in
943 AH for Sultan Bayazid bin Sultan Muhammad, the Ottoman Sultan. The name
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of the work has not been mentioned and there is not any authentic document showing
exactly that this work has been composed by Moharrami, called “Shahnameh
attributed to Moharrami”. It seems that this work was completed in the 13th year of
reign of Bayazid Il. The king was born in 851 and ruled for 31 years from 1481 to
1512 AD i.e., from 877 to 918 AH.

In the last verses of the work, composed to make an apology to the king, the poet
utters his devotion and apology to Ferdowsi in words abundant with humility. The
poet’s ideal and thought in composing Shahnameh attributed to Moharrami is the
same utopia that Ferdowsi describes in his Shahnameh through the roles of kings and
warriors. The poet resorts to characters and heroes for commutating symbols,
parables, and conceptual metaphors. Out of the total verses of this Shahnameh and
in different situations and scenes, 41 verses allude to the characters and heroes of
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh.

4. Conclusion

Moharrami comes from the east of Iran. His words indicate that he was born in the
east of Iran and entered the court of Bayazid Il since Anatolian kings accepted his
lofty words. Bayazid Il ruled from 877 to 918 AH and Moharrami describes thirty
years of his rule. There is no trace of the name of Moharrami in the book. Malek al-
Shoara Bahar, however, mentions “Moharrami” or “Mojremi. Kashf al-Zhonoun
mentions the name of a poet called Moharrami. Maybe, referring the very source,
Malek al-Shoara Bahar mentioned the name of the poet who talks about Bayazid’s
life as Moharrami or Mojremi. The poet talks very slightly about his life.
Considering the descriptions, we can say undoubtedly he is from the east of Iran.
The poet holds the linguistic and literary traditions of Khorasan in his descriptions
and praises. He looks at the world and all its belongings just as Ferdowsi depicts in
his epics and as Farrokhi and Manouchehri point out in their praises. The poet
follows Ferdowsi's Shahnameh many times in composing the epic, from using the
images to depicting the scenes, but shows specific creation in describing some
scenes. Many clues show that the poet has directly followed Ferdowsi, such as
enormous use of the characters and heroes, the use of words and expressions specific
to Shahnameh, and following Ferdowsi’s style in his description of the scenes and
characters.
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