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Abstract

1. Introduction

Comparative studies of the poems of great poets assist in the affinity
among different nations and the recognition of their outlooks and
sometimes under the aegis of these studies, the possibility of better
understanding of their poems and their effective criticisms is ensured.
Sohrab Sepehri and Octavio Paz are among those poets who, due to
their excessive interest in the culture of India and world mythology,
have a similar poetical approach, especially towards the basic
elements of the entity, tree, water and light and since in mythological
context these elements have a coherent relationship, they have
appeared with a same function in the poems of Sepehri and Paz.

2. Methodology

In this study, the functions of these natural elements in their poems
have been studied and expressed in a descriptive-analytical method.
Both of these poets using mythological construct, have reflected the
union between the human and tree, the union among tree, water and
light, and the union between water and light, and finally the deep
relationship among human, tree, water and light have reflected in a
similar poetical utterance which understanding this not only helps in
the analysis of many of the odd and weird poetical compounds of
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these two poets, but also in the demonstration of their poetic
pulchritude and under the aegis of this study the link between Sepehri
and Paz from a poetic and mythologic approach is revealed. Through
the analysis of profound links among the elements of tree, water, and
light in the poems of Sepehri and Paz, it is concluded that these
elements in the poems of these two poets lead into an ontological
union and these elements and poets are depicted as a “unitary truth”.

3. Discussion

This research investigates the poems of Sepehri and Paz from an
Indian mythology perspective in the form of the American school of
comparative literature. In the poetic aspect of these two poets, the
common points of these myths with the Iranian and Mexican
mythologies are highlighted. Due to familiarity with the Indo-Iranian
culture and the connection and similarities of the world's mythologies,
Sepehri and Paz have been fascinated by the rich Indo-Iranian culture
in search of primitive purity and pure truth. They find the primary
roots of their first union with the universe in these beliefs. These
ancient beliefs have penetrated their unconscious poetic language so
much that it not only has not diminished the clarity of their
expressions but also manifested naturally in their poetic language.
Because of this clarity, it is sometimes neglected by the readers and
researchers, and sometimes some of their expressions are considered
to be the product of verbal accident.

There are significant similarities in terms of the connection of the
roots and the initial interactions due to their coexistence in Iranian and
Indian mythologies. This research helps us in identifying the
evolutions and the primary structure of these myths. This coexistence,
followed by cultural and ethnic entanglement, requires comparing
these two mythologies by researchers. The Indo-Iranian people have a
common origin and are separated from the Indo-European race.
Differences have been created in their geography, culture and
mythology over a long time.

4.Conclusion

In the poems of Sohrab Sepehri and Octavio Paz, the three natural
elements of tree, light and water, with a mythological face and due to
the special originality of these elements, are so mixed together in the
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semantic and verbal context with the same function that by examining
and comparing their common themes, their fundamental effects, which
brings these two poets deeply close to each other emerge. What
connects these two poets in terms of poetry and publicity is the
common intellectual spirit in their poetry. Both of them have turned to
Indian culture in search of the primary truth and purity of life, and one
of their main concerns has been the ancient myths of various nations.
Sohrab Sepehri wrote his poems under the influence of Indian-Iranian
mysticism and believed that nature has a soul. Also, in the chapter of
Sohrab Sepehri's last book, "The Blue Room", his interest in Indian
culture is evident. In addition to Paz' poems, in which the effect of
Indian culture is obvious, a clear sign of his interest in Indian
mythology can be observed in Octavio Paz's latest book entitled "In
the Light of India".

The mythological tree is one of the main intellectual foundations of
Sohrab Sepehri and Octavio Paz in which perception of their poetry
and related concepts can be achieved in the light of the understanding
of its mythological functions. The holy fig is one of the most
important mythological trees, which entered into their poems due to
the familiarity of Sepehri and Paz with Indian culture.

In addition to the fig tree, the most important and dynamic diagram
of the mythological tree is the presence of the tree and the plant as a
"genealogical image" in the poems of these two poets. Belief in the
birth of a plant, which shows the ultimate sanctity of plants, especially
trees, has created a symbolic and deep bond between man and tree,
and as a result, our deep bond between woman and tree.

The connection between water and tree is a natural that is formed
in the poems of Sepehri and Paz mostly based on the mythological
image. Therefore, the cause of the creation of the world is purity,
rebirth and resurrection, and manifestation of the continuous new
time. In the poems of Paz and Sepehri, where these two elements and
their equivalents are mixed together like creatures and they are used
instead of each other and a deep intellectual connection is established
based on this attitude.

Water and light, as two astonishing and heavenly substances, have
an unbreakable bond with each other, and in relation to the tree, they
indicate the spiritual dimension of the tree and man. These two poets
in the scope of existence reach a general unity in search of the primary
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truth and cosmic unity of the connection between man and tree, tree
and light, tree and water and light and water, and they consider other
elements of nature and existence as their own by expressing each of
these elements. Perception of the stanzas of these two poets depends
on understanding of the connection of these elements in the
mythological context. This principle clarifies their strange poetic
phrases and combinations and, in a general view, brings these two
poets closer to each other who are from two different nationalities.

Keywords: Sohrab Sepehri, Octavio Paz, tree, light, water.
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