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Abstract

1. Introduction

“Bayhaqi’s History”, authored by Abu al-Fazl Bayhagqi, stands as
an exemplary work in Persian literature. This literary masterpiece
adopts a narrative and storytelling style to elucidate the events of
the Ghaznavid historical era, shedding light on the moral
attributes of the individuals of that period. Bayhaqgi's meticulous
attention to detailing and describing the characteristics of these
personalities reflects his keen focus on moral cognitive
developments. Morality, a pervasive and integral aspect of human
societies, emerges as a universal phenomenon stemming from
intellectual interactions. It has perennially captivated the minds of
thinkers, leading to the creation of extensive literary works by
eminent poets and writers. The interplay between morality, as
explored in the History of Bayhaqi, and Kohlberg's theory of
moral development has inspired numerous scholarly works,
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underscoring the research community's profound interest in this
subject.

2. Methodology

In this study, the author endeavors to address the inquiry of
whether Bayhaqi has employed various stages of moral
development in narrating his story. Additionally, an inquiry arises
as to whether Bayhaqi, in delineating and elucidating the
attributes of his fictional characters, aims to convey a moral
cognitive progression concerning real events for diverse
personality types. To explore these aspects, the renowned
American author Lawrence Kohlberg's moral development model
serves as the theoretical framework in this investigation. The
History of Bayhaqi is examined and scrutinized in relation to the
six stages of moral development posited by Kohlberg, with a
focus on developmental growth within this theoretical construct.
This research, guided by the theoretical framework of Lawrence
Kohlberg's moral development model, adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach. It relies on a library-based methodology,
presenting evidence examples and discussing various levels of
moral development. Drawing on the text of the History of
Bayhagi, numerous instances are cited to illustrate the application
of the moral levels delineated in the aforementioned theory.

3. Discussion

The narrative style employed in the History of Bayhagi suggests
the presence of a myriad of characters, each embodying distinct
moral values and undergoing moral development. Characters
such as Hasank Vazir, Bunasr Mashkan, Afshin, Busal Zuzani,
and others contribute significantly to the depiction of cognitive
behaviors. Assessing the moral perspectives of these characters is
anchored in Kohlberg's theory of stages of moral development,
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which categorizes moral behaviors into six components for
examination and classification.

3.1. Demagoguery

Kohlberg's initial stage of moral development revolves around
the avoidance of punishment and a focus on seeking
encouragement and rewards. In this stage, individuals
consistently shape their life criteria based on achieving benefits
and evading punishment. Kohlberg's theory delineates various
categories for moral behaviors. Notably, the behavior exhibited
by Busal Zuzani aligns with the third stage of level two,
characterized by deceitfulness and conformity. In this stage, the
emphasis lies on personal gain, driving Busal Zuzani to
continually endeavor to assert himself in the presence of
monarchs or attempt to eliminate individuals who are deemed
worthy and superior.

3.2. Profiteering

During this stage, adherence to regulations with the aim of
attaining rewards and fostering mutual benefit serves as the
benchmark for moral judgment. Individuals gauge the morality of
an action based on its advantageous outcomes for themselves.
Broadly speaking, at the pre-conventional moral level,
individuals make moral judgments by evaluating the
consequences of an act. In this context, individuals primarily
focus on the prospect of receiving rewards, heed the opinions of
others, and adhere to laws with the expectation of obtaining a
corresponding reward in return.

3.3. Selfishness

During this stage, any action that aligns with established
regulations and gains approval from authorities is deemed
morally acceptable. It is considered a societal obligation for every



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature, 26(54), 2024

142

individual to fulfill their commitments as dictated by the
prevailing social norms. In essence, the conventional level
underscores the significance of interpersonal relationships and
societal values, prioritizing them over individual preferences.

3.4. Mutual Trust

The account of the governance of Makran by two brothers, Isa
and Bual-Askar, who lack intellectual agreement regarding the
caliphate, highlights a specific circumstance. In this context,
Abul-Fazl Bayhaqgi remarks, "The troops and the people inclined
towards Isa, and Bual-Askar fled and came to Sistan." (Bayhaqi,
2009: 239) The key observation here is that Isa ascends to power
with the backing of the people, fostering mutual trust, while his
brother Bual-Askar seeks refuge with Amir Mahmud.
Consequently, Isa sends valuable gifts to Mahmud with the
intention of reclaiming Bual-Askar and eliminating him, thereby
eradicating the potential threat of rebellion from his brother. This
underscores lsa's self-centered approach, driven by a desire to
maintain his position and status.

3.5. Public Welfare

In accordance with Kohlberg's theory, Hasank is situated at the
third level, specifically the post-conventional stage, embodying
an individual who has attained comprehensive and rational
thinking beyond the imperfect rationality prevalent in his society.
Considering these aspects, he can be categorized within stages
five and six of the theory, indicating a commitment to public
welfare and actions guided by moral principles. However, the
deceit and cunning tactics employed by his adversaries, situated
in stages three and two, result in the shedding of his blood.

3.6. Self-made and Individual Conscience
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This final and highest stage of moral development represents an
individual who has adopted a principled personality, grounded in
personal definitions of moral rules, and adheres to these
principles unwaveringly in any situation. Individuals at this stage
typically hold a universal and ethical perspective, guided by
overarching principles. In this phase, if a law contradicts or aligns
with the broader principles rooted in benevolence, the individual
will choose not to follow it or adhere to it accordingly.

4. Conclusion

According to the findings of this study, the prevailing conduct of
powerful figures has been driven by self-interest or the desire to
gain others' attention, reflective of the early stages in Kohlberg's
theory. Additionally, there are characters who have exhibited
balanced behavior aligned with the conventional level. They
consistently prioritize the approval of others or the maintenance
of social order in their lives, exemplified by individuals like
Bual-Askar. Moreover, at the pinnacle of moral development,
there exist individuals such as Hasank. These individuals possess
a robust individual conscience, actively promote ethics and
virtues, and serve as exemplars of positive moral development.
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