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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Acrtists are individuals who dedicate their time to
exploring the relationships and meanings of objects,
believing that objects inherently have things to say
(Dylan Kerr, 2016). This idea aligns with recent
advances in cognitive sciences, neuroscience, and
artificial intelligence, especially concerning animals
and Al. New phenomena such as artificial
intelligence, the Internet of Things, online
communities, and the emergence of economic power
for the disenfranchised cannot be comprehended
with post-structuralism or by having a structural
framework for text interpretation. Therefore,
American philosopher Graham Harman has
attempted to establish a novel method for
philosophical engagement with phenomena. His
efforts are documented in a book titled "Object-
Oriented Ontology" (Penguin, 2018), which quickly
found its place among avant-garde academics and
artists. From Harman's perspective, all philosophies
have their roots in aesthetics, and he critically
examines existing theories for their physicalism,
anti-narrative  positivism, and the neglect of
metaphor. Object-Oriented Ontology is based on a
world of objects that have become complex in other
objects, and complete things result from the
combination of other complete things. This
approach addresses the idea of one thing against
another and horizontal ontology, fundamentally
challenging the main idea of modern architecture
that objects have no meaning unless expressed in
their composition (Goodman, 1989).

2- Methods

As mentioned, what is recognized as conventional
methods of architectural aesthetics, alongside their
usefulness in many areas, cannot fully address all
questions based on the inherent philosophy of art. In
fact, in many cases, they even give rise to new
questions. Therefore, with a belief in the progress of
philosophical endeavors and the necessity of
benefiting from the outcomes of innovative efforts
in the philosophy of art, a look has been taken at
various approaches to the ontology of artistic
existence.

3- Findings

Given the foundations mentioned, it appears that, for
the liberation from the inevitable confusion between
the relationship of aesthetic and architectural
matters, a different method and interpretation
compared to conventional approaches might be a
key. One philosophical perspective that addresses

the ontology of aesthetic matters in a different
manner, and has garnered serious attention in
academic circles, is the result of the efforts of Bruno
Latour and, subsequently, Graham Harman on flat
ontology. Object-oriented ontology can serve as a
suitable tool for architects, enabling them to explore
complex issues such as the impact of a work and the
criteria  for judging architectural creations.
Additionally, with an object-oriented ontology,
various entities such as buildings, spaces, interior
and exterior objects, vehicles, etc., are considered as
independent objects and are individually discussed
in architectural design. This understanding assists
architects in better comprehending the relationships
between objects and optimizing their use in the
design process.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Iran based on object-oriented ontology emphasizes
that environments and structures should be designed
with consideration for the cultural and historical
identity of Iran. This approach places significant
importance on the architectural heritage of Iran and
strives to present architecture as a means of
expressing and enhancing environmental and
cultural identity (Central Building of the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and tourism. A
reading of contemporary architecture based on
object-oriented ontology can highlight the social
impacts of architecture. This perspective considers
architecture as an influential element in creating
social spaces and human interactions, emphasizing
that architecture can have profound effects on
societies and communities.  Object-oriented
ontology in contemporary architecture also focuses
on the interaction between humans and the natural
environment. This approach encourages architects
to design environments that harmonize with the
natural surroundings and responsibly utilize
environmental resources.
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