Sociology of Culture and Art Volume 5. Issue 5. Winter 2024. Pages 114 to 127

Research Paper

Consumption of social networks
and the tendency to commit risky behaviors (Case Study: 18-29-Year-Old
Youth of Izeh City)

Hossein Moltafet *, Marziyeh shahryari?, Saeedeh Safipour 3
1. Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences, Shahid Chamran
University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran (Corresponding author)
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences, Shahid Chamran
University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran,
3. Master of sociology, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran

& https://doi.org/10.22034/scart.2024.139492.1338

: Abstract

: There are public and government concerns that social media may encourage
¢ risky behavior in the offline environment. In this research, the relationship
: between virtual social networks and the tendency to risky behaviors has been
: investigated through a survey method. The statistical population of the present
: study was the youths aged 18-29 of Izeh city, whose number is 16284 according
¢ to the census of 2015. The sample size was estimated to be 400 people using
: Cochran's formula and multi-stage cluster sampling was used. In order to collect
: data, a researcher-made questionnaire was used. The results of the research
: hypotheses test showed that there is a positive and significant relationship
. between social networks and tendency to risky behaviors. The research findings
: show a positive relationship between the duration of using social networks and
: the tendency to risky behavior. Also, the type of membership in virtual social
¢ networks has an effect on the tendency to risky behavior. The findings provide
: preliminary evidence that the use of social networks may affect risky offline
: behavior in young.

Received: August 2, 2023
Accepted: January 9, 2024
Available online: March 15, 2024

Keywords: Social networks,
risky behavior, young people,
Izeh

L
|

|
| Moltafet, H., shahryari, M., & Safipour, S. (2024). Consumption of social networks and the tendency to |
I commit risky behaviors: (Case Study: 18-29-Year-Old Youth of Izeh City). Sociology of Culture and Art, 5 |
I (5), 114-127. i
|

Corresponding author: Hossein Moltafet

Address: Ahvaz, Department of Sociology, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran
Tell: 06133330010
Email: moltafet_h@scu.ac.ir



Consumption of social networks and the tendency to commit risky behaviors: (Case Study: 18-29-Year-Old
Youth of Izeh City)

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The increasing prevalence of high-risk behaviors is
equal to the waste of creative and constructive
potentials of society and brings very unpleasant side
effects that require a lot of money to compensate.
For all those who deal with young people in some
way, the need to be familiar with the issues and
problems that are actually the foundation of
behavioral crises, especially their social behavior, is
essential for them, and any lack of familiarity with
these issues may cause intensification of the
reactions in the field. It becomes a tool in the
occurrence of abnormal and dangerous behaviors
that can affect the society. Therefore, the present
research addresses the following question: -
Exposure to virtual networks can portray the
tendency to risky behavior?

2- Methods

In this research, the relationship between virtual
social networks and the tendency to risky behaviors
has been investigated through a survey method. The
statistical population of the present study was the
youths aged 18-29 of Izeh city, whose number is
about 198,000 according to the census of 2015. The
sample size was estimated to be 400 people using
Cochran's formula and multi-stage cluster sampling
was used. In order to collect data, a researcher-made
questionnaire was used.

3- Findings

The results show the relationship between the use of
virtual networks and the tendency to risky
behaviors. Therefore, it can be claimed that as the
use of virtual networks increases, the tendency to
risky behaviors also increases. Regarding the
relationship between people's use of virtual

networks and the dimensions of risky behaviors,
according to the results obtained, it can be stated that
there is a direct and positive relationship between
this variable and aggressive behaviors, risky sexual
behaviors, and the tendency to use drugs, but
between this variable There is no relationship with
the theft aspect.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The results of the research hypotheses test showed
that there is a positive and significant relationship
between social networks and tendency to risky
behaviors. The research findings show a positive
relationship between the duration of using social
networks and the tendency to risky behavior. Also,
the type of membership in virtual social networks
has an effect on the tendency to risky behavior. The
findings provide preliminary evidence that the use
of social networks may influence risky offline
behavior in young adults.
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