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: Abstract
: Since new media, such as Internet, enables interaction, participation, and
: simultaneous presence in multiple locations, New Art can be studied
: sociologically as small samples of society. This article discusses two examples
: of interactive art: "emotional traffic" and "01," in which the internet plays an
¢ important role. Simmel's formal sociological theory is applied to qualitative
¢ content analysis. This study examines how virtual spaces created through
: technology correspond to social ideas in real life. To test this hypothesis, the
: qualitative content analysis findings will be compared with Simmel's theories.
¢ A virtual space is assessed through the concepts of distance, stranger, wanderer,
: self-expression, and maintaining one's self. Virtual spaces have different
: characteristics from traditional societies as well as a connection to the real world.
: Through analyzing the artworks' process, it was possible to extract the
: commonalities and differences between the two spaces. Using the Internet as a
Keywords: interactive art, formal medium helps the concept of "_distanc_e" and incompatibil_ity with prcl>ximity and
. . . : presence. Even though these interactions do not align with Simmel's concepts,
sociology, Simmel, distance, : I . - - . . . AR
number st m_|ght be possmle tq reach the opposn_e of his interpretations while maintaining
: the interaction. By using technology, Simmel's concept of "stranger™ approaches
¢ the concept of "wanderer" with fewer degrees of strangeness. Due to the control
¢ of the artist, presence in virtual space resembles "stranger", but due to freedom
: of movement, physical presence resembles "wanderer”. It is also seen according
¢ to Simmel's theory, that the complexity and quality of interactions are changed
¢ by increasing the number of participants.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Interaction in art developed from criticisms of
modern art. However, advances in computer science
attracts artists to it. In addition to addressing social,
cultural, and political issues, new art is characterized
by interaction, participation, and the use of new
technologies. The purpose of this article is to
examine the factors in new art that govern society,
culture, and ethnicity to prevailing theories, laws,
and classifications.

Simmel (1858-1918) stresses interactions in
sociology, emphasizing the particularity of
individual interactions. In addition to developing
theories about strangers, distances, numbers,
fashion, money, etc., Simmel also studied these
concepts concerning human communication.
Multimedia-based interactive art makes use of new
technologies and two elements of interaction on the
Internet, it attempts to communicate a wide range of
communication  concepts using  multimedia
technology. This study focuses on how individuals
interact with each other and how their interactions
change as the number of people increases. It is
important to ask how Classical Studies might
address the rise of new forms of social interaction in
the contemporary world, which are based on media-
based relationships that rest on ancestral media such
as the Internet. The concept of "place”, "interaction”,
"self" and "other", and the relationship between
them will be investigated and analyzed. In this
paper, two examples of a type that has been rooted
and implemented in two different European and
Irnnnnnuuuuuss rre xxmmndd EEmoooall Trfff”””
by Bnnyyon nnd “01” by aa dnnnnnboth of which
have extended their sample through the Internet to
determine whether society characteristics are
present, conform to, or not.

2- Methods
Through the use of library and electronic resources,

this study collected documentary information to
conduct descriptive-analytical research using
Simmel's formal sociology theories. Due to their
characteristics of sociability, interaction with the
audience, use of the Internet to present absent
persons and complete the work, as well as their
technological and sociological characteristics, the
two works "Emotional Traffic" and "01" have been
analyzed as examples. Simmel's concepts have also
been analyzed in these works.

3- Findings

Both of these works have the interactive features of
a community, but what differentiates them is the
complexity and simplicity of their structures.
Benayon's work consists of six phases. Nadalian's
work isn't complicat, and despite showing a society
that eventually expands on the Internet, it is just a
small community; a community made up of smaller
communities with interactions similar to a
metropolis.

Benayon's collection is complex and resembles a
metropolis in its interaction, especially when it is
accompanied by interactions between the
components. Nadalian's work results in simple
interactions, but only when participants are
interacted they take on multiple structural forms. In
the "emotional traffic" work, the artist is not only
responsible for collecting emotions from the world,
but also for controlling other stages of the
performance, and it seems he is in control of
everything. Essentially, we can compare it to the
role that Simmel believes the financial economy
plays in society.

While the artist guides the participants to cross a
path at the beginning of "01," he remains an
observer, not taking an active role in the
proceedings. In contrast, when the work is displayed
on his internet network, the present participant
travels in another's land and has complete mobility.
He maintains the concept of distance/proximity at
this point. Moreover, the collection represents his
freedom of action, and he plays a powerful role here.

Due to the effects of technology, the artist can
present the whole world in a specific place, thus
distance and closeness take on a crucial significance
in Nadalian's photograph. As Benayon hides behind
a digital mask, he creates a style of socializing, and
invites others to do the same; however, once he
starts controlling other people's emotions, he
expresses himself through music, which directs
social interaction. It is evident that Nadalian only
hides himself in this electronic mask, and since he
leaves the performance process to the participants,
he continues this concealment, even though it makes
the collection appear elsewhere, but does not
express itself.
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4- Discussion & Conclusion

Two new artworks are highlighted in this article
utilizing Simmel's social notions applied to his
formal sociology, showing the interaction between
societies with vastly different technological
capabilities (Europe;Austria,Asia;lran) and diverse
cultures and societies.

The foundings show that the use of internet space as
part of society can make the “distance” present and
bring it closer. Place can be incorporated into
another place without social approaches or social
distance, including distant, extremely far, and close
places. Depending on how it is used, “strangers” can
be associated with lesser degrees of strangeness and
be more like “wanderers”. People's virtual presence
can be as real as their physical presence through this
technology, impacting their interactions in society as
well. Consequently, people from far away
geographically or socially may feel like Simmel’s
stranger despite being part of the community. People
may not necessarily preserve their self-concept by
aligning with this fluid flow in a fast-paced manner
simply by hiding behind a digital mask and inviting
others to participate socially. The majority of the
time, they express themselves. Participation does
not imply a lack of concern or care, but rather an
encouragement to express more emotion later. A
greater number of participants increases the feeling
of leisure, release, and comfort. When a third person

enters an interaction, it becomes more complex, but
Simmel believes a third party always influences the
reaction and changes the interaction quality when
multiple interactions occur within a single
participant.

In new art, artistic thought is expressed through
interaction-based environments, leading to the
formation of small communities that can serve as
examples of larger urban societies, in which the
artist tries to convey cultural, social, and political
issues happening in the community. In some cases,
Simmel's social characteristics may be true, but they
cannot apply to all works and require further

reflection and investigation.
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