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i With the proliferation of social, political, and economic upheavals worldwide,
the discussion of migration has become one of the most critical topics for critics
: and sociologists. In this context, art and artists play a significant and delicate
: role in shaping concepts and values. This article seeks to draw critical attention
to the concept of diasporic aesthetics and answer the question: why does the
: strategy of "belonging" matter across different cultural and geographical
i borders? To explore this, based on the assumption that artistic photography is a
social act with the potential to establish solidarity with other immigrant groups,
: the analysis of a series of works by Parastou Forouhar, an Iranian artist residing
¢ in Germany, argues that this social activity can not only create mental and
tangible connections about the homeland as one of the most important facets of
: the diaspora among immigrants but also has the potential for innovation and
Keywords: diaspora, i creativity in aesthetics. It can engage and influence non-immigrant and

identity, belonging, artistic : j,qigenous groups over the long term, playing a fundamental role in shaping
photography, narative ¢ their perspectives.
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The function of photography in defining the diaspora identity: Analyzing a collection of works by
Parastou Forouhar

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The article delves into the intricate dimensions of
migration, extending beyond physical relocation to
encompass the migration of spirit and
consciousness. It underscores how individuals can
experience internal migration within their own
country, particularly in terms of cultural and
intellectual aspects. Focused on the Iranian diaspora,
the passage explores the persistent influence of
tradition on artists and delves into the historical
roots of Iranian migration to Europe.Within the
diasporic experience, the aticle highlights nuanced
factors shaping identity, including generation,
gender, migration forms, and responses to both the
homeland and host societies. The concept of
transnational ~ diaspora  aesthetics  emerges,
emphasizing the role of beauty in artistic
expressions and its dynamic interaction with new
societies. The narrative further discusses how
diasporic groups and artists assert ownership over
their adopted countries, contributing to the cultural
enrichment of these societies and embracing
transnational identities. The concept of diasporic
aesthetics challenges prevailing notions of universal
cosmopolitanism, revealing social distinctions and a
robust form of identity formation. As the discussion
unfolds, the text raises critical questions about the
significance of this artistic movement in
understanding migration-related works. It probes
into the broader societal impacts and institutional
changes within diasporic communities.

The exploration of a common taste among diasporic
producers and consumers is considered, leading to
social distinctions despite diverse concepts.
Ultimately, the passage prompts contemplation on
new perspectives introduced by this movement in
the realm of diaspora studies, challenging
conventional notions of "diaspora.” It encourages an
examination of how the emphasis on ownership and
distinction opens up discussions about the social and
cultural impacts of migration in various artistic
domains, spanning literature, film, and visual arts,
both in the countries of origin and host societies.
2- Methods

The present article has been compiled and interpreted
using the analysis and interpretation of sociological
experts and writers in the field of diaspora such as
Penina Werber, Matteo Fumanti, Safran and
Maximon. Due to the centrality of the subject of the
article, it is necessary to collect documentary
information from library sources and authentic
electronic articles because no effective work has been
done in the internal sources of this field. In order to
analyze and interpret the theoretical issues, Prasto

Forohar's photography collection has been studied
and reviewed as an example.

3- Findings

This article discusses the work of lIranian artist
Parastou Forouhar, who emerged in the 1360 and
explores themes related to migration, identity, and
cultural clashes. Forouhar, who migrated to
Germany in 1391, employs various artistic
techniques such as installation, animation, and
photography to address issues like freedom of
expression, human rights, and global political
events. A significant focus of her work is the symbol
of the veil or hijab, representing Islam and societal
norms. Forouhar challenges conventional notions of
"self" and "other" by using the veil in her art,
creating a sense of alienation and prompting critical
reflection on cultural conventions. Importantly, she
doesn't construct a specific Iranian identity,
contributing to a space for contested discussions
around identities.

In her latest work, "The Grass is Green, the Sky is
Blue, and She is Black,"” Forouhar continues to
question cultural narratives and encourages viewers
to reconsider their perspectives on the "stranger" and
the "other." The text also notes her use of metaphor,
particularly involving a river and a veiled figure, to
address the challenges faced by refugees trying to
reach Europe.

The discussion extends to the exhibition of her
works in a local museum, where their strategic
placement among artifacts subtly encourages
viewers to rarely notice them. Despite this, the
diverse responses to the exhibition demonstrate the
potential of photography in shaping social relations
and fostering understanding ofmulticulturalism.
Overall, Forouhar's art engages with complex
themes, challenging norms and promoting critical
self-reflection.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The article delves into the fundamental aspects of
human existence, portraying humans as political
beings whose significance in life is derived from
shared experiences and communication with others.
It centers on the analysis of Parastou Forouhar's
photography, particularly its exploration of cultural
and geographical boundaries in the context of
migration. The key argument is that the willingness
to engage or abstain from interaction shapes the core
of human identity. Forouhar's photographic art,
characterized by symbolic elements such as veils,
women, water, trees, and houses, transcends
conventional geographical constraints. It creates a
suspended diasporic space in the realm of
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photography, challenging established cultural and
geographical borders. The article contends that, in
the rapidly advancing landscape of media
technology, photography serves as a potent tool for
representing diverse concepts and ongoing
processes, capturing a sense of belonging in varied
forms. The narrative also posits that artistic
photography functions as a social act, fostering
cohesive relationships with migrant groups.

By examining the impact of diasporic expression in
spaces like museums and galleries, the text
underscores the transformative power of artistic
photography. These spaces become arenas where
cultural differences are reshaped, giving rise to
shared concepts and defying traditional cultural
boundaries.

Despite initial impressions of diasporic aesthetics as
limiting for artists like Forouhar, the text argues that
photography is an integral part of a formalized
visual process. It suggests that artists can broaden
the meaning of their work by incorporating
metaphorical concepts, referencing broader and

geographically unrestricted ideas within diasporic
aesthetics. Finaly the articale concludes by
emphasizing that the potential of artistic
photography lies in its ability to evoke nostalgia
beyond diasporic contexts. It is subject to personal
connections and reinterpretation by each viewer,
demonstrating the dynamic and expansive nature of

artistic expression in the diasporic realm.
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