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o Abstract -
Recelved.. October 1, 2022 : The play "Jafar Khan came from West " written by Hassan Moghadam is one of
Accepted: November 1, 2023 : the most important and influential plays of his time which attracted the attention

Available online: 15 March, 2024 3 of general and special audiences. The present paper intends to investigate the

process of the semantics of the text of the play under socio-cultural variables in
: the framework of social semiotics and based on the theory of Guiraud. The
i questions that the research seeks to answer are: 1. what are the most obvious
: social signs that can be discovered and explained in the play "Jafar Khan came
: from West "? 2. What are the semantic implications of the social signs of the
: play "Jafar Khan came from West "? The results indicate that the most obvious
: signs of identity in this play are names, nicknames, clothes, objects, and animals.
: Hassan Moghadam has shown Jafar Khan's confrontation with his family
: members who are influenced by the collectivism of traditional Iranian society
: while highlighting his individuality by using these signs. The most obvious signs
¢ of social etiquette in the play "Jafar Khan Az Farang Bargashte" are the tone of
: speech, the distance between people, and insults. The endless efforts of the
: family members to get close to Jafar Khan and his resistance to keeping a
: distance from them are evident in these three signs of social etiquette. , it could
¢ be argued that the social signs of this play significantly contribute to shaping the
: semantic framework of the work (depicting traditional and modern human
: attitudes and life).
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The social semiotic of the play ""Jafar Khan az Farang Amadeh?: using Pierre Guiraud's theory

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

In their modern sense, there was no play and
playwriting in classical Iranian literature, and this
type of literature received attention from the Qajar
period. Although the first Iranian plays were
translated from European ones, some modernists
and intellectuals of the constitutional era turned to
playwriting after some time, trying to present the
political, moral, and social problems of their time in
their plays with a critical view by using the critical
and communicative capacity of the play. One of the
pioneers of playwriting in Iran is Hassan Moghadam
(1898-1925), whose most important work is "Jafar-
Kan az Farang amada (Jafar Khan has returned from
West)", a play that made the author famous and
created a trend in the field of playwriting at that
time. In this play, Hassan Moghadam takes a critical
look at extreme traditionalism and modernism and
criticizes the common superstitions and prejudices
among the people of Iran in addition to the behavior
and speech of young people who have gone to the
West. Believing that people can be better
communicated with the language of the play,
Moghadam wanted to inform extreme traditionalists
and modernists of the ugliness of their behavior with
this play. The remarkable thing about this play is
that, although a century has passed since it was
written, its theme (the extreme behavior of
traditionalists and modernists) is still evident in
today's society and has caused some cultural and
social conflicts to form.

2- Methods

The author first collects semiotics information by
using library resources and then chooses the theory
of French linguist and semiotician Pierre Giroud
(1912-1983) as the study framework among
different theories and models in the field of social
semiotics. Giroud's theory is based on the principle
that signs significantly contribute to human
interactions and that the relationship between
individuals and groups can be better understood by
considering signs and their interpretation. In a part
of the book "Semiotics", which is one of the most
significant books written in the "Golden Age of
Semiotics" (Nabavi, 1387: 10), Pierre Giroud has
divided social signs into two main groups: 1. Signs
of identity 2. Signs of social Etiquette, each of which
has sub-branches. Within the framework of this
theory, the writer draws a coherent plan, extracts
different types of social signs from the text of the
play "Jafar Khan Az Farang Bargashte" by the
complete induction method according to the plan,
and then analyzes the data using the descriptive-
analytical method.

3- Findings

Social signs are divided into two main groups by
Pierre Giroud as follows: 1. Identity signs and 2.
Social etiquette signs. The names of the characters
in the play "Jafar-Kan az[Farang amada" are the first
and most obvious identity signs in the play. Some
identity aspects of the characters of the work can be
represented by paying attention to their names.
Jafar-Kan's confrontation with his family from
various aspects under the influence of western
culture and upbringing can also be seen in his
naming in the play under review. Among the
characters of the play, Jafar-Kan Abjad is the only
one who is introduced independently and without
considering the family relationships. All the other
characters are introduced concerning Jafar-Kan. The
structure of the kinship network in Jafar-Kan's
family is drawn by this type of naming. The type of
clothing of the characters in the play that represents
some aspects of their identity is another identity sign
evident in the play. If the type of clothing is seen as
a sign system, Jafar-Kan's clothing system is a new
system that is in contrast to the traditional Iranian
male clothing system. The tone of voice is one of the
social etiquette signs that can be discussed in the text
under review. Considering the tone of voice in
conversations can indicate the type of relationship
between people. The tone of voice of different
characters is explained according to their position in
the family system in the play "Jafar-Kan az Farang
amada". The distance between people and insults are
among the other social etiquette signs in this play.
Insult is one of the main features that can be seen in
Jafar-Kan's relationships  with  other family
members. This insulting behavior starts from the
very first encounter and continues until the end of

the play.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The data suggest that the social signs that indicate
the identity of the characters in this play are as
follows: 1. Names and nicknames: among the
characters of the play, only Jafar Khan is introduced
independently ~ without  considering  family
relationships, while all other characters in the play
are introduced concerning Jafar Khan, with their
identity dependent on family relationships. 2.
Clothing: In this play, Jafar Khan's modern clothing
system is contrasted with Mashhadi Akbar's
traditional clothing system. Moghadam shows the
modernism of Jafar Khan and his disregard for the
common norms ofllclothing by describing the
European clothing of this character. Jafar Khan has
used this new system to differentiate between
himself and others and emphasize his modern
identityl 3. Objects and animals: the way of owning
family objects in the play shows Jafar Khan's
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individualistic spirit and his confrontation with the
collectivism of family members. In a family where
nothing is owned by anyone, Jafar Khan has special
things, some of which are used for personalization
rather than being practical. Carrot - Jafar Khan's dog
- in this play and his emotional attachment to it can
indicate his loneliness and emotional emptiness or
self-loathing and absurdity.

The most obvious signs of social etiquette in this
play are as follows: 1. Tone of speech: Jafar Khan's
cold and indifferent tone in contrast to the warm and
loving tone of the family members is evident in the
play. This cold tone shows that he does not want to
establish a close relationship with his family. 2
Distance between people: In the play, Jafar Khan
still tries to keep his distance from his family
members, despite the family members' efforts to
enter his privacy and create a sense of intimacy. He
seems to want to resist the many opinions and
interferences of family members, which endanger
his individuality, by keeping a distance from them.
3. Insult: Insult is one of the main characteristics that
can be seenlin Jafar Khan's dealings with other
family members. This behavior is caused by two

reasons: a) selfishness and self-aggrandizement and
b) reaction to the interference of family members.
Finally, it could be argued that the social signs of this
play significantly contribute to shaping the semantic
framework of the work (depicting traditional and
modern human attitudes and life).
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