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Available online: March 15. 2024 Many cinematic works around the world revolve around a critical character, and

: together the common feature of these works leads to an archetype that Joseph
: Campbell used as the basis of a theory that makes it easy to understand all their
: hidden meanings of the works. The hero's archetype appears in most works as a
: man, while the hero can also be a woman. Due to the limited presence of female
: heroes in cinematic works, this study was intended to investigate female heroes'
¢ presence based on the film "La Femme Nikita." the research had to answer these
i questions: "What is the pattern that shapes the story of the hero in the movie" La
: Femme Nikita"? What is the hidden meaning in this work and the formation of
: meaning in this work despite its structural similarity with other works of the hero
: How is the axis done? ". in this way, the article took a descriptive and analytical
: method and, based on the analysis of information collected from constructive
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. o B y pattern of Campbell,
Mythical Criticism, Hero's : however, certain details are different due to the change in the hero's gender. This
Journey, Joseph Campbell, La : \yorie hidden meaning is derived from the dual confrontation of nature/culture,
Femme Named Nikita ¢ animus/anima, love/violence, forgiveness/justice, and the confrontation and

¢ conflict with the West's patriarchal culture.
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Reading La Femme Nikita, based on Joseph Campbell's constructive- comparative mythology

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

In the realm of global cinematic productions, a
recurring archetype, expounded upon by Joseph
Campbell in a seminal theory, serves as a key to
deciphering their concealed narratives. This
archetype, recognized as the hero, predominantly
assumes the guise of a male protagonist in most
instances; however, it is essential to acknowledge
the presence of female heroes as a significant but
comparatively limited phenomenon within the
cinematic landscape. Within this context, this
research endeavors to explore the representation of
female heroes in cinema, with a particular focus on
the film "La femme Nikita." The primary research
inquiries addressed are twofold: firstly, to discern
the underlying pattern that shapes the heroine's
narrative in the film "La femme Nikita,” and
secondly, to unravel the latent meanings embedded
in this work, despite its structural alignment with
other hero-centric narratives. This article employs a
descriptive and analytical approach, emphasizing
the method of comparative constructionist
mythology research. The investigation culminates in
the revelation that the narrative pattern molding the
heroine's journey in "La femme Nikita" closely
parallels Campbell's archetypal framework, albeit
with nuanced alterations attributable to the heroine’s
gender transformation. The concealed meaning
within the film derives from the juxtaposition and
tension between dichotomies such as nature/culture,
animus/anima, love/violence, and
forgiveness/justice, ultimately manifesting as a
confrontation with and critique of the prevailing
patriarchal Western culture.

2- Methods

Joseph  Campbell's constructivist comparative
mythology method comprises three phases: Hero
Identification: The first step entails recognizing the
central character, the hero, regardless of the artistic
medium. General Hero's Journey: In the second
stage, the hero's overall journey is delineated,
involving Departure, Tashraf, and Return phases,
revealing the hero's fundamental trajectory. Hero's
Journey Stages: The third level identifies seventeen
specific stages within the hero's journey, including
Departure and Separation (e.g., call to adventure,
refusal, supernatural aid), The Initiation (e.g., road
of trials, meeting the mentor, avoiding temptation),
and The Return (e.g., refusal of return, magic flight,
rescue from without). This structured approach
facilitates in-depth analysis and interpretation of
narrative structures across diverse artistic forms.

3- Findings

Through the application of the constructive
comparative mythology criticism method to the
analysis of the film "La femme Nikita," several
novel findings have emerged. Notably, the film
exhibits a series of logical dualities, encompassing
themes, objects, and events, which include the
oppositions of nature/culture, animus/anima,
affection/violence, and forgiveness/justice. Within
the narrative, these dualities give rise to diverse
meanings, each stemming from  various
confrontations in distinct situations. However, the
overarching meaning of the film revolves around
Nikita's deliberate choices favoring nature, anima,
love, and forgiveness over the impositions of her
environment—namely, culture, animus, violence,
and justice. In the film's denouement, Nikita's
ultimate acquisition, in alignment with Campbell's
theory, is her heightened self-awareness of
femininity. This realization is a testament to her
personal growth throughout the narrative. Despite
the affection and attention she receives from two
men, Bob and Marco, Nikita discerns that
surrendering to their love would entail capitulating
to the confines of their patriarchal culture.
Remarkably, this culture had previously deemed her
a paragon of success in every aspect. Thus, while
externally recognized as triumphant, Nikita grapples
with internal turmoil as she navigates the complex
dynamics of her choices. This exploration
underscores the multifaceted nature of Nikita's
journey and highlights the film's engagement with
gender dynamics, offering a nuanced perspective on
the intersection of personal agency and societal
expectations. Consequently, "La femme Nikita" not
only aligns with Campbell's hero archetype but also
provides a thought-provoking commentary on
gender, culture, and the complexities of self-
realization within a patriarchal context.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

This article's findings have illuminated two key
aspects of "La femme Nikita." Firstly, it reaffirms
the applicability of Joseph Campbell's monomyth
method in reinterpreting Nikita's journey as the
film's central hero. This addresses the primary
research question concerning the pattern shaping
Nikita's narrative. Secondly, addressing the
research's secondary question pertaining to the
hidden meaning within the film reveals a prominent
theme: male violence, rooted in culture. The film
commences with a portrayal of a woman disguised
as a man, participating in a robbery alongside a
group of male delinquents, which tragically
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culminates in the murder of a policeman.
Subsequently, Nikita undergoes relentless training
at the Center, an institution that sharpens her
proficiency in violence and murder. The underlying
question emerges: How should a woman navigate
such a culture? Initially, Nikita must emulate male
behaviors to gain acceptance within this male-
dominated group. Even when she endeavors to
embrace her feminine identity, unforeseen events
disrupt her efforts. For instance, a seemingly
intimate moment in a restaurant turns into a
harrowing experience when she receives a gift from
a man, only to discover it conceals a weapon meant
for a mission. This mission ultimately results in a
tumultuous conflict and explosion in the restaurant's
kitchen. Similarly, while honeymooning in Venice,
her encounter with Marco leads to yet another
summons for a murder mission. In conclusion, "La
femme Nikita" presents a thought-provoking
commentary on the prevalence of male violence
deeply ingrained in culture. The film highlights the
challenges faced by a woman attempting to assert
her identity within such a framework, emphasizing
the discord between personal desires and societal

expectations. This exploration underscores the film's
engagement with complex gender dynamics and
serves as a pertinent critique of a culture that
subjugates women to prevailing norms.
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